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ANNUAL  REPORT. 


The  Board  of  Education  present  to  the  General  Assembly  their 
Thirty-Fifth  Annual  Report.  The  First  Part  is  on  Ministerial 
Education;  the  Second  Part  on  Christian  Education  in 
Schools,  Academies,  and  Colleges. 


f$nrt  fmi 

Ministerial  dentation. 


Philip  Henry,  on  the  day  of  his  ordination,  wrote:  “I  did  this 
day  receive  as  much  honour  and  work,  as  ever  I  shall  know  what 
to  do  with.”  The  two  ideas  of  honour  and  ivork  belong  to  all  cor¬ 
rect  conceptions  of  the  Christian  ministry ;  the  honour  that  comes 
from  God  and  the  work  that  in  His  name  is  to  be  done  among  men. 
The  Board  of  Education,  in  discharging  the  duties  committed  to 
them  by  the  General  Assembly,  have  ever  aimed  at  holding  forth  to 
the  church,  the  greatness  of  the  office  of  the  Christian 
MINISTRY. 

1.  The  ministry  of  reconciliation  has  a  divine  original.  The 
preacher  of  the  gospel  acknowledges  the  Lord  of  heaven  and  of 
earth  as  his  supreme  Head  and  the  source  of  all  his  authority.  The 
office  itself,  as  well  as  the  title  to  exercise  its  functions,  is  from 
heaven.  “When  He  ascended  up  on  high  and  led  captivity  cap¬ 
tive,  He  gave  gifts  unto  men.”  And  men  were  His  gifts — apostles, 
prophets,  evangelists,  pastors,  and  teachers.  He  who  ordained  the 
ministry,  commissioned  the  apostles  and  evangelists  to  enter  upon 
its  work.  The  last  time  that  our  blessed  Lord  is  recorded  to  have 
held  visible  communication  with  earth,  was  to  convert  a  persecuting 
Pharisee  into  a  chosen  herald  to  the  Gentiles — descending  as  it 
were  from  his  mediatorial  throne  to  make  a  minister  of  Paul.  The 
Church  is  to  be  gathered  in,  and  saved  through  the  agency  of  living 
preachers,  according  to  the  appointment  of  God.  And  this  divine 
original  must  ever  magnify  the  Christian  ministry  as  the  highest 
office  among  men. 
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2.  The  greatness  of  the  office  consists  also  in  its  official  work, 

which  is  to  publish  the  truth  of  God  throughout  the  world.  “  Go, 
teach  all  nations”  .  .  .  “  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature.” 

The  mode  of  reconciliation  between  God  and  His  creatures  is  the 
absorbing  subject  of  revelation.  Salvation  by  the  blood  of  the  Son 
of  God  is  the  evangelical  text,  the  high  theme  of  ministerial  pro¬ 
mulgation,  until  time  shall  be  no  longer.  The  instrumentality  is 
the  truth  in  its  comprehensive  variety  of  doctrine,  precept,  history, 
prophecy,  miracle,  exhortation,  all  centering  in  Christ,  and  issuing 
forth  for  salvation.  How  unspeakably  above  all  the  offices  of  earth 
is  one  set  apart  for  themes  like  these. 

3.  The  Holy  Spirit  honours  the  ministerial  office.  The  cloud 

and  the  fire  were  the  guide  in  the  desert;  divine  but  outward,  hea¬ 
venly  with  sensible  manifestation.  Not  less  real,  although  spirit¬ 
ual,  is  the  agency  of  God  in  guiding  His  Church  with  the  glory  of 
the  new  dispensation.  “Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  to  the 
end  of  the  world.”  The  displays  of  Pentecost  were  the  revelations 
of  a  power,  earnest  to  draw  souls  to  repentance  and  to  prepare  them 
for  glory,  honour,  and  immortality.  The  grace  of  Christ  has  ever 
followed  the  faithful  teachings  of  the  Word.  Wherever  the  Chris¬ 
tian  minister  goes  in  the  true  aim  of  his  vocation,  the  blessing  of 
the  Saviour  goes  with  him.  His  preaching  is  in  demonstration  of 
the  Spirit  and  with  power.  Souls  are  converted  unto  God,  whether 
in  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  and  America,  among  all  ages  of  men  and 
all  conditions  of  life.  The  special  seal  of  God,  set  upon  the  minis¬ 
try,  imparts  to  its  functions  an  importance  which  transcends  all 
human  work.  / 

4.  The  Providence  of  God  is  also  the  witness  to  the  greatness  of 
the  office  of  the  Christian  ministry.  Christ  is  Head  over  all  things 
to  His  Church.  Of  Him,  and  through  Him,  and  to  Him  are  all 
things.  His  government  ruleth  over  all ;  it  protects  His  Church, 
ministers  to  its  growth  and  prosperity,  and  watches  over  the  labours 
of  his  servants.  The  preaching  of  the  word  has  a  relation  to  every 
interest  of  human  society.  It  is  the  best  support  of  civil  govern¬ 
ment;  it  promotes  philanthropy  and  charity  among  men;  it  ad¬ 
vances  the  education  of  the  people ;  it  stimulates  productive  indus¬ 
try  ;  it  cultivates  literature,  the  arts,  and  the  sciences ;  it  adds  to 
human  comfort ;  it  gives  compensations  for  diversities  of  outward 
condition ;  it  remedies  the  evils  of  the  social  state ;  and  in  short 
contributes  to  the  mental,  social,  and  political  elevation  of  the  race. 
Providence  every  where  witnesses  to  the  power  of  the  preached 
gospel.  Ministers  are  the  acknowledged  benefactors  of  society; 
and  in  addition  io  all  the  indirect  providential  good,  conferred 
through  them  upon  the  race,  they  bring  men  to  a  knowledge  of 
Christ,  comfort  them  in  affliction,  counsel  and  warn  them  in  times 
of  need,  are  with  them  in  sickness  and  in  death,  and  point  them  to 
the  inheritance  reserved  in  heaven  for  the  redeemed. 

5.  The  glory  of  God  is  concerned  in  the  work  of  the  ministry. 
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He  has  placed  salvation  in  Zion,  and  in  every  age  has  wrought  it 
out  through  His  own  appointed  ambassadors.  The  selection  of  a 
whole  tribe  for  sacred  duties,  and  afterwards  the  calling  and  train¬ 
ing  of  apostles  and  evangelists,  show  that,  in  the  great  plan  of 
bringing  “  glory  to  God  in  the  highest,”  the  ministry  is  the  efficient 
means.  Christian  ambassadors  “are  unto  God  a  sweet  savour  of 
Christ  in  them  that  are  saved,  and  in  them  that  perish.”  All  the 
aims,  efforts,  and  results  of  the  ministry  of  reconciliation  connect 
themselves  with  the  throne  of  God  and  of  the  Lamb,  and  bear  a 
close  relation  to  the  hosannahs  of  the  redeemed,  who  ascribe  glory 
and  honour  and  dominion  and  power  unto  Him  who  hath  "washed 
them  in  His  own  blood. 

With  an  origin  from  God,  with  the  truth  of  God  as  the  subject 
of  its  teachings,  with  the  Spirit  of  God  as  the  breath  of  its  power, 
with  the  providence  of  God  as  the  witness  of  present  and  eternal 
blessings,  and  with  the  glory  of  God  to  encircle  its  aims  and  re¬ 
sults,  the  Christian  ministry  stands  alone  in  the  honour  and  in  the 
work  of  its  vocation. 

II.  It  would  seem  that  an  office  of  this  magnitude  could  never 
fail  to  secure  large  numbers  of  God’s  devoted  people  to  enter  upon 
its  duties,  and  least  of  all  that  in  an  increasing  Church  the  ministry 
could  be  stationary.  But  the  anomalies  of  human  nature  in  its 
low  estate  confound  the  reasonings  of  piety.  The  facts  of  our 
history  stand  in  opposition  to  all  the  just  expectations  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  ;  for  the  ministry  seems  to  be  less  appreciated  at  the  pre¬ 
sent  time  than  many  secular  callings  and  subordinate  occupations 
of  life. 

It  is  important  to  know  the  extent  of  the  evil  which  has  be¬ 
fallen  the  Christian  Church,  in  regard  to  the  indisposition  of  her 
sons  to  enter  the  ministry.  The  Board,  therefore,  will  first  show 
its  extent  in  the  Church  at  large,  and  then  give  a  brief  history  of 
it  in  our  own  denomination. 

The  causes,  whatever  they  may  be,  which  individually  or  in  the 
aggregate,  are  operating  to  prevent  young  men  from  entering  the 
ministry,  exist  on  a  scale  that  affects  all  branches  of  the  Christian 
Church.  The  spiritual  disease  is  not  local,  but  general ;  a  fact 
which  adds  to  its  terrors,  and  demands  the  most  searching  investi¬ 
gation  as  to  its  causes  and  remedies.  The  Board  at  present  merely 
point  to  the  wide  diffusion  of  the  calamity,  as  an  argument  calcu¬ 
lated  above  all  others  to  arouse  to  suitable  action. 

The  following  statements  show  that  the  principal  Evangelical 
denominations  in  the  United  States  are  suffering  from  the  wTant  of 
ministers,  and  that  the  number  of  candidates  for  the  sacred  office 
has  either  diminished,  is  stationary,  or  is  increasing  on  a  very  in¬ 
adequate  scale. 

The  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. — The  following  resolution 
was  unanimously  passed  by  the  Lower  House  of  the  late  General 
Convention  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
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u Resolved ,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  inadequate  pecuniary  sup¬ 
port  of  the  clergy  is  operating  throughout  the  Church  as  an  almost  fatal  dis¬ 
couragement  and  hindrance  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  and  as  a  principal  cause 
of  the  present  diminutive  number  of  candidates  for  holy  orders ;  and  we  therefore 
request  the  Right  Reverend  the  Bishops  to  make  this  great  evil  and  injustice,  in 
such  manner  as  may  seem  to  them  most  judicious,  the  subject  of  a  pastoral 
<  counsel  and  admonition  to  the  Church.” 

In  replying  to  this  resolution,  the  Bishops  admit  that  the  want  of 
adequate  support  is  one  of  the  main  causes  of  the  decrease  of  can¬ 
didates. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  Pastoral  Letter  of  the  Bishops, 
contain  matter  of  serious  reflection  for  our  own  Church. 

“But  to  effect  these  objects,  she  needs  more  clergymen,  and  they  will  need  to 
be  thoroughly  educated  for  their  work.  In  looking  over  the  addresses  of  our 
Bishops  in  the  journals  of  their  respective  Conventions  we  find' a  general  complaint 
of  the  want  of  more  clergymen,  and  instead  of  the  candidates  for  orders  increas¬ 
ing  in  number,  in  proportion  to  the  rapid  increase  of  the  Church,  it  is  believed 
that  their  number  is  actually  diminishing.  The  prosperity  of  our  country  in  all 
kinds  of  secular  business,  and  the  prospect  of  wealth  and  distinction  held  out  to 
young  men  of  talents  and  education,  may  in  part  account  for  this  result.  But  it 
must  be  admitted  as  generally  true,  that  the  pecuniary  compensation  of  the 
Clergy  is  entirely  inadequate  to  their  comfortable  support,  and  that  it  has  by  no 
means  kept  pace  with  the  increased  expenses  of  living.  It  is  then  incumbent  on 
the  Church,  first  to  do  justice  in  this  matter,  and  then  to  take  measures  to  in¬ 
crease  the  number  of  candidates  for  holy  orders.  There  are  strong  worldly  ob¬ 
stacles  in  the  way  of  this  increase ;  but  they  can  be  overcome  by  wisdom,  zeal, 
and  liberality.  The  clergy  can  do  much  by  directing  the  minds  of  pious  and 
promising  young  men  to  the  sacred  office  ;  and  pious  parents  may  co-operate  with 
the  clergy  in  this  good  work.  If  a  young  man,  possessing  the  requisite  qualifica¬ 
tions,  has  not  the  pecuniary  ability  to  procure  an  education,  a  wealthy  friend,  or 
the  parish  to  which  he  belongs,  may  contribute  to  his  support ;  or,  what  is  still 
better,  may  found  a  permanent  scholarship.  A  wealthy  and  pious  parent  may 
acknowledge  the  providence  of  God  toward  him  by  devoting  one  of  his  sons  to 
the  sacred  ministry ;  or  if  the  son  should  decline  the  work,  he  may  redeem  him 
according  to  the  old  dispensation,  by  educating  some  suitable  young  man  in  his 
place.  Indeed,  there  seems  at  present  little  probability  of  affording  any  ade¬ 
quate  supply  to  the  ranks  of  the  ministry,  unless  young  men  of  talent  and  piety 
shall  be  selected  from  the  less  ambitious  walks  in  life,  and  be  educated  in  whole 
or  in  part,  by  individual  or  parochial  assistance.  The  establishment  of  scholar¬ 
ships,  then,  permanent  or  temporary,  for  education  at  the  College  or  the  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,  or  both,  appears  to  be  called  for  among  the  first  works  of  the 
Church.  Some  of  the  most  distinguished  lights  of  the  Church  of  England  have 
been  educated  in  this  way,  and  we  shall  do  well  to  follow  so  good  and  instructive 
an  example . 

The  great  want  in  the  Church  seems  to  be  a  more  adequate  supply  of  clergy 
and  of  candidates  for  holy  orders.  Coming  as  you  do,  brethren,  from  every  por¬ 
tion  of  the  Church,  and  acquainted  with  her  necessities,  it  was  to  be  expected 
that  this  matter  should  occupy  your  serious  deliberations.  The  resolutions  you 
have  sent  us,  recommending  a  more  adequate  support  of  the  clergy,  and  the  de¬ 
vising  of  measures  for  the  increase  of  their  numbers,  may  well  challenge  our 
most  earnest  attention.  We  commend  the  subject  fo  the  paramount  considera¬ 
tion  of  all  of  our  Dioceses ;  and  we  are  prepared  devoutly  to  unite  with  you  in 
prayers  to  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  that  he  would  raise  up  and  send  forth 
a  more  abundant  supply  of  labourers  into  the  vineyard.” 

Congregational  Churches. — At  the  annual  meeting  of  one  of 
the  branches  of  the  American  Education  Society,  the  Rev.  J.  N. 
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Tarbox,  Secretary  of  the  Parent  Society,  made  a  very  practical 
address,  touching  upon  the  increasing  want  of  ministers  of  the 
Gospel,  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  candidates ,  the  efficiency  and 
prospects  of  the  Society,  and  some  of  the  objections  that  have  been 
made  to  it.  “  He  remarked  that  while  the  number  of  students  in 
our  colleges  is  rapidly  increasing,  that  in  the  Theological  Semina - 
ries  has  greatly  diminished ,  there  not  being  connected  with  them 
more  than  four-fifths  as  many  as  there  were  ten  years  ago.  We 
are  not  educating  ministers  enough  to  keep  up  the  supply  of  our 
own  New  England  churches,  to  say  nothing  of  the  wide  world  to 
which  we  are  debtors.  Similar  considerations  were  earnestly  urged 
by  others.” 

Methodist  Church  South.  —  Bishop  Andrew,  in  a  recent 
letter,  addressed  to  the  Southern  Church  papers,  laments  the  want 
of  preachers  in  the  south,  and  calls  loudly  for  additional  supplies. 
“  He  says  there  is  great  call  for  a  large  increase  of  labourers  in 
most  of  the  southern  conferences,  and  that  this  is  more  especially 
true  of  the  weaker  conferences.  He  says  a  dozen  preachers  are 
needed  for  the  Western  Virginia  Conference  alone.  In  Kentucky 
there  is  a  great  lack  of  men.  Missouri  wants  many  more  preachers. 
Arkansas  needs  more  preachers.  Louisiana  calls  aloud  for  addi¬ 
tional  preachers.  Texas  is  represented  as  suffering  for  want  of  more 
labourers.  For  several  years  the  proportion  of  preachers  to  the 
iv ants  of  the  people  seems  to  be  diminishing  in  the  South;  and  un¬ 
less  a  change  takes  place,  there  must  be  many  fields  in  the  south 
that  will  be  destitute  of  labourers  to  cultivate  them.  We  deplore 
this  in  any  of  the  churches  in  the  south  or  in  the  north.  Our 
homily  on  the  subject  is,  that  the  churches  should  pray  the  Lord 
of  the  harvest  to  send  labourers  into  the  field  ;  and  in  connection 
with  this  prayer,  it  would  be  well  to  inquire  how  far  the  course  of 
the  churches,  in  their  arrangements  is  calculated  to  diminish  the 
labourers,  or  to  divert  them  from  their  proper  fields.” 

The  Baptist  Church. — Bev.  T.  F.  Caldicott,  in  an  appeal  to 
the  Baptists  of  New  England,  in  behalf  of  ministerial  education, 
made  the  following  statements : 

“  1.  There  are  now  four  thousand  more  Baptist  churches  than 
there  are  Baptist  ministers. 

“  2.  The  number  of  newly-organized  Baptist  churches  has  for 
some  two  years  exceeded  the  number  of  men  ordained  as  Baptist 
ministers. 

u  3.  There  never  was  a  time  in  our  denomination  when  there  was 
such  a  demand  for  educated  ministers  as  the  present ;  but  unless  the 
number  of  students  for  the  ministry  be  vastly  increased,  this  de¬ 
mand  cannot  possibly  be  met.” 

The  evil  is  not  only  felt  by  the  churches  in  our  own  country,  but 
extends  its  ravages  to  the  churches  in  Canada,  England,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  in  Canada  is  suffering,  in  com¬ 
mon  with  different  churches  in  this  country,  from  the  unwillingness 
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of  her  pious  young  men  to  enter  upon  the  work  of  the  ministry. 
The  “  Ecclesiastical  and  Missionary  Record ”  takes  the  following 
view  of  the  subject: — 

“  Certain  it  is  that,  compared  with  the  number  of  young  men  who  are  betaking 
themselves  to  mercantile  pursuits,  or  other  secular  professions,  those  who  are  de¬ 
voting  themselves  to  the  work  of  the  ministry  are  few  indeed.  To  what  cause  or 
causes  are  we  to  attribute  this?  Undoubtedly  one  cause  is  the  growing  worldli¬ 
ness  of  the  age,  the  growing  influence  of  secular  things.  There  is  excitement, 
there  is  life,  there  is  activity  amongst  us,  but  these  are  taking  the  direction  of 
the  world.  Men  love  the  world  and  the  things  of  the  world,  and  seek  first,  not 
the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  righteousness,  but  the  riches  and  distinction  of  the 
world.  Old  and  young  are  too  generally  more  or  less  under  the  influence  of  this 
spirit.  And  hence  few  of  our  young  men  are  led  to  give  themselves  to  the  work 
of  the  ministry,  and,  it  may  be,  few  parents  seek  to  give  this  direction  to  the  minds 
of  their  sons.  But  while  this  may  be  viewed  as  partly  accounting  for  the  fact  to 
which  we  have  referred,  we  apprehend  other  causes  may  be  found,  especially  the 
low  estimate  which  congregations  in  general  form  of  the  value  of  ministerial 
services.  The  minister  of  the  gospel  has  to  spend,  it  may  be  eight  or  ten  years 
in  preparing  for  his  work,  and  when  he  enters  on  his  work,  he  has  to  supply  him¬ 
self  with  books,  he  has  to  exercise  hospitality,  he  may  have  to  support  and 
educate  a  family,  he  has  to  maintain  a  respectable  style  of  living,  on  perhaps  the 
slender  pittance  of  a  hundred  pounds,  and  sometimes  less.  Now,  we  do  not  be¬ 
lieve  that  mercenary  motives  should  be  presented  to  the  minds  of  our  young  men ; 
neither  do  we  desire  to  see  ministers  with  more  than  a  competency;  but  still, 
ministers  are  but  men;  they  cannot  live  without  a  share  of  wordly  substance, 
however  elevated  their  piety  may  be,  and  however  spiritually  minded  they  may 
be.  And  here,  we  doubt  not,  is  one  cause,  which  has  in  all  churches  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  day  thinned  the  ranks  of  candidates  for  the  ministry.  We  recommend  the 
subject  to  the  deep  aud  earnest  and  prayerful  consideration  of  Christians,  both 
ministers  and  people.  It  is  well  worthy  of  such  consideration.  In  the  meantime, 
we  conclude,  with  the  earnest  prayer,  that  God  would  pour  out  his  Spirit  upon 
his  professing  people,  that  they  may  be  led  to  consider  themselves  as  a  living 
sacrifice,  and  that  many  may  be  constrained  to  offer  themselves  to  the  Lord, 
saying,  “Lord,  I  am  thine;”  “Here  am  I,  send  me.” 

Free  Church  of  Scotland. — The  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  as 
appears  from  the  proceedings  of  their  Assembly  in  1853,  reported 
216  theological  students  for  the  last  year,  against  240  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year.  Here  was  a  loss  of  twenty-four — greater  than  that 
which  prevailed  in  our  own  Church. 

Congregational  Churches  of  England. — Turning  to  the 
evangelical  denominations  in  England,  we  find  their  leading  organs 
of  opinion  complaining,  as  in  the  language  of  the  Christian  Witness , 
that  “while  the  theological  colleges  of  Great  Britain  were  never  in 
such  a  state  of  professorial  efficiency,”  and  while  “it  were  no  very 
difficult  matter  to  train  in  them  three  times  the  number  at  present 
attending,  there  is  a  lack  of  students  to  an  extent  calculated  to 
awaken  the  most  serious  anxiety  regarding  the  future  prospects  of 
the  Church.  Referring  for  minuter  information  to  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  Year-Book  for  1854,  the  recognized  exponent  of  Indepen¬ 
dency,  we  learn  that,  “  while  the  number  of  Congregational  colleges 
is  ten,  and  of  professors  thirty,  the  number  of  theological  students 
is  but  194,  giving  an  average  of  less  than  twenty  students  to  a 
college,  and  of  under  seven  students  to  a  professor.  The  term  of 
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study  being  four  years,  an  annual  supply  of  only  forty-eight 
students  is  left  to  meet  the  wants  of  that  most  influential  denomina¬ 
tion,  with  its  three  thousand  congregations  at  home,  and  its  wide¬ 
spread  fields  of  missionary  labour  throughout  the  world.  In  the 
new  college,  St.  John’s  Wood,  an  institution  lately  formed  by  the 
merging  of  three  seminaries  into  one,  which  is  adorned  by  the 
names  of  Harris  in  theology,  IV.  Smith  in  classics,  and  Lankester 
in  natural  science,  and  reckons  altogether  seven  professors,  the  total 
number  of  students  is  thirty-five.  In  the  Lancashire  Independent 
College,  which  boasts  of  a  Vaughan,  a  Davidson,  and  a  Halley,  the 
students  in  attendance  are  only  thirty :  while  in  the  Springhill 


College,  Birmingham,  where  Henry  Rogers  fills  the  philosophical 
chair,  but  seventeen  students  are  at  present  to  be  found.” 

Irish  Presbyterian  Church. — The  Irish  Presbyterian  says: 
— “  Strange,  indeed,  that  at  a  period  of  such  thrilling  and  momen¬ 
tous  interest  in  the  period  of  the  world’s  history,  when  in  every  re¬ 
gion  the  fields  are  whifening  to  the  harvest,  the  paucity  of  labourers 
should  be  a  theme  of  general  remark  and  lamentation.  ...  In 
our  own  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  we  are  assured  on  competent 
authority,  that  there  has  been  a  diminution  in  attendance  in  the 
several  departments  to  a  very  large  extent  /” 

These  facts  show  that  other  denominations  of  Christians  are 
generally  in  the  same  sad  condition  as  our  own  Church,  with  regard 
to  candidates  for  the  ministry,  and  that  in  many  cases  their 
condition  is  even  worse  than  our  own.  In  the  Luiited  States,  the 
Episcopalians,  Methodists  of  both  branches,  Baptists,  Congrega- 
tionalists,  and  New  School  Presbyterians,  the  Free  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Canada,  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  the  Congregation- 
alists  of  England,  and  the  Irish  Presbyterian  Church,  all  make  the 
same  complaints  of  the  deficiency,  or  decrease,  of  candidates  for  the 
ministry.  The  extent  of  this  evil  is  indeed  alarming. 

The  history  of  the  decline  of  candidates  in  our  own  church  de¬ 
serves  some  attention,  in  connection  with  the  general  statements 
now  made. 

As  far  as  the  records  of  the  Board  of  Education  throw  any  light 
upon  the  subject,  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  candidates  for  the 
ministry  in  our  branch  of  the  Church  commenced  in  the  year  1844. 
The  Report  of  the  Board  for  1846,  written  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hope, 
the  Corresponding  Secretary  for  the  year  then  ended,  gives  the 
following  account : — 


u  The  General  Assembly  will  perceive  that  there  has  been  a  decrease  for  the 
last  two  years,  in  the  number  of  candidates  applying  for  the  benefit  of  the  funds 
of  the  Church ;  and  during  the  last  year,  there  has  also  been  a  decrease  in  the 
whole  number  on  the  rolls  of  the  Board. 

To  this  significant  fact,  the  earnest  attention  of  the  Assembly  is  solemnly  in¬ 
voked.  If,  as  the  Board  are  fully  persuaded,  a  like  decrease  has  occurred  among 
those  candidates  for  the  ministry  who  are  not  dependent  upon  the  support  of  the 
Church,  it  indicates  a  state  of  things,  deplorable  in  itself,  and  alarming  in  its 
future  aspects. 
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It  is  true,  that  in  consequence  of  changing  the  commencement  of  their  ecclesi¬ 
astical  year,  the  time  embraced  in  this  report,  is  less  than  a  full  year.  This  will, 
of  course,  limit  to  some  extent  the  number  of  new  candidates  reported.  But  the 
grand  reason  of  the  diminished  number  of  applicants  for  aid,  is  the  low  state  of 
religion  throughout  our  churches.  The  baptism  of  the  Spirit  has  been  in  a  great 
degree  withheld ;  and  the  necessary  result  is,  that  very  few  young  men,  compara¬ 
tively,  have  been  brought  into  the  Church  during  the  last  two  years;  and  of  those 
who  are  professors  of  religion,  comparatively  few  appear  to  be  under  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  that  powerful  spirit  of  self-sacrificing  devotion,  which  alone  can  constrain 
young  men  of  eminent  gifts  to  forego  the  allurements  of  worldly  greatness,  and 
devote  themselves  to  such  a  work  as  the  gospel  ministry.” 

Since  the  year  1844,  when  the  diminution  of  our  numbers  pro¬ 
perly  began,  no  material  advance  has  been  made.  There  have  been 
some  seasons  of  greater  success  than  others;  hut  on  the  whole  our 
operations  have  been  at  best  but  stationary.  The  causes,  which 
have  contributed  to  produce,  under  God,  this  condition  of  things  in 
our  own  and  in  other  churches,  have  been  considered  in  previous 
Reports  of  the  Board.  Whatever  may  be  the  activity  of  other 
causes,  it  is  supposed  that  the  language  of  the  Report  of  1846  has 
as  much  application  now  as  then,  and  that  4Hhe  grand  reason  of 
the  diminished  number  of  applicants  for  aid  is  the  low  state  of  re¬ 
ligion  throughout  our  Churches.” 

The  Board  are  by  no  means  disposed  to  shield'  themselves  from 
responsibility  in  the  matter.  On  the  contrary,  the  imperfection  of 
their  own  agencies  is  acknowledged  with  unfeigned  sorrow.  Their 
best  services  have  come  far  short  of  what  was  demanded  by  the 
magnitude  of  the  work  committed  to  their  hands,  and  by  their  obli¬ 
gations  to  the  Redeemer,  whose  blood  alone  cleanses  from  sin. 

The  Board  have,  during  the  period  referred  to,  called  into  use, 
to  a  greater  extent  than  previously,  two  instrumentalities  which 
have  doubtless  had  some  influence  in  preventing  a  still  further  de¬ 
cline  in  the  number  of  candidates.  One  of  these  is  the  press.  Since 
1848,  information  relative  to  Educational  operations  haft  been 
spread  abroad  among  the  churches  through  a  monthly  paper  of 
wide  circulation,  and  thus  the  education  cause  has  been  placed  upon 
an  equal  footing  with  our  other  evangelistic  operations.  Since  1850, 
an  Annual,  containing  discussions  useful  to  candidates,  and  tending 
to  excite  an  interest  in  the  general  subject,  has  been  extensively 
circulated  among  ministers  and  students.  The  observance  of  a 
stated  day  of  prayer  throughout  our  bounds,  which  has  been  more 
frequent  than  formerly,  and  improved  with  greater  zeal  and  favour 
in  many  churches,  has  also  undoubtedly  been  of  great  use  to  the 
cause  of  education  and  of  religion  generally. 

The  addition  of  the  department  of  schools  and  colleges  to  the 
operations  of  the  Board  has  to  some  extent  enlisted  efforts  which 
would  otherwise  have  been  undivided.  Three  things  must,  however, 
be  fairly  taken  into  the  account.  First ,  the  number  of  the  agents 
of  the  Board  has  been  proportionally  increased.  Secondly ,  the 
added  work  is  of  so  kindred  a  nature  to  the  original  object  of  the 
Board,  that  the  same  arguments  and  the  same  appeals,  to  the 
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churches  have  been  used  on  the  Sabbaths  and  on  all  public  occa¬ 
sions.  And  Thirdly ,  the  establishment  of  new  institutions  of 
learning  on  Christian  principles  has  a  natural  tendency  to  increase 
the  number  of  candidates.  This  subject,  which  will  be  brought  be¬ 
fore  the  Assembly  in  another  part  of  the  Report,  is  now  merely 
alluded  to  for  the  purpose  of  indicating  that  the  new  department 
has  compensations,  which  perhaps  more  than  balance  the  disadvan¬ 
tages,  arising  from  the  increased  toil  of  its  management. 

A  full  view  of  the  case  renders  it  quite  certain  that  the  source  of 
our  Church’s  difficulties  lies  much  deeper  than  the  mere  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  two  combined  departments.  Indeed,  this  year  shows  a 
larger  number  of  neiv  candidates  than  any  year  of  the  past  seven¬ 
teen.  Although  various  causes  may  have  combined  to  prevent 
hitherto  an  increase  of  candidates,  the  “grand  reason”  is  without 
much  doubt  “the  low  state  of  religion  throughout  our  churches.” 

There  is  much  truth  in  the  following  remarks  of  a  profound 
thinker,  belonging  to  the  congregational  communion : 

“  The  more  we  study  the  history  of  this  most  fundamental  Chris¬ 
tian  interest,  in  connection  with  the  exigencies  of  the  age,  and  the 
constitution  and  spirit  of  the  churches  of  this  land,  the  more  sur¬ 
prising  and  unaccountable  does  the  deep,  and,  for  many  years  past, 
the  growing  apathy  in  the  cause,  which  Christians  have  evinced, 
appear. 

“  It  is  a  fact  not  to  be  disguised,  that  in  respect  to  this  chief  and 
vital  instrumentality — a  living  ministry — we  are  faltering.  We  are 
building  churches  in  all  shapes,  grotesque  and  beautiful,  from  a 
cross  to  a  circle,  with  all  kinds  of  steeples,  and  with  all  sorts  of 
approximations  to  the  gorgeous  mockeries  of  the  middle  ages.  Our 
merchant  princes  are  found  in  their  palaces,  and  the  sons  of  the 
Church  in  the  high  places  of  power.  We  talk  complacently  of 
the  munificence  of  our  home  and  foreign  charities,  instead  of  facing 
the  tremendous  fact  that  we  are  now  able  to  do  little  more  than 
hold  the  ground  already  gained,  while,  for  the  great  world,  the 
present  ministerial  force  is  as  inadequate  as  the  sickle  of  a  single 
reaper  to  gather  the  harvests  of  the  Genesee. 

“  Now,  if  it  is  true,  as  all  evangelical  Christians  theoretically  ac¬ 
knowledge,  that  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel  of  a  crucified  Redeemer 
is  the  divinely-appointed  instrumentality  for  the  salvation  of  the 
world,  then  it  must  follow  that  the  great  want  of  the  Church,  of  the 
nation,  of  the  world,  in  the  present  age,  is  a  living  ministry, 
thoroughly  educated,  earnestly  devoted,  and  in  greatly  augmented 
and  augmenting  numbers.” 

III.  The  Board  bring  before  the  Assembly,  in  connection  with 
the  deplorable  fact  of  a  decline  of  candidates  among  evangelical 
churches  generally,  another  fact- — its  antagonist  in  Providence,  viz., 
that  a  GREATLY  AUGMENTED  MINISTRY  OF  A  HIGH  ORDER  IS  IM¬ 
PERATIVELY  demanded  by  the  signs  of  the  times. 
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1.  The  open  field  for  the  living  ministry  was  never  so  great  as  at 
the  present  time.  Our  own  country,  harvest-white  with  twenty-five 
millions  of  immortal  souls,  is  inviting  reapers  everywhere.  Not  one 
of  our  140  Presbyteries  but  needs  several  ministers  at  once  to  oc¬ 
cupy  accessible  positions  of  promise,  in  addition  to  the  600  vacancies 
in  our  bounds.  Our  chief  cities  form,  by  themselves,  immense  mis¬ 
sionary  fields,  whilst  towns  and  villages  and  country  districts  innu¬ 
merable,  cry  out  for  help.  The  old  States  as  well  as  the  new  States 
unite  in  the  demand  for  ministers,  New  York  pleading  side  by  side 
with  Oregon,  and  Virginia  with  California.  Large  numbers  of  al¬ 
most  unevangelized  emigrants  are  crowding  our  shores,  and  the 
poor  of  different  races  we  have  always  with  us,  to  whom  the  Gospel 
is  to  be  preached. 

The  foreign  field  stands  in  sight,  like  a  problem  which  defies  cal¬ 
culation.  The  Gentiles  are  ready  to  come  to  the  brightness  of 
Zion’s  rising.  Asia,  Africa,  the  Isles,  the  world  at  large,  is  inviting 
evangelistic  movements  on  a  scale  hitherto  unattempted,  if  not  un¬ 
thought  of. 

It  is  certain  that  the  Church  is  most  urgently  and  solemnly  called 
upon,  in  divine  Providence,  to  augment  her  ministry  at  the  present 
period,  so  importunate  with  opportunity. 

2.  This,  too,  is  a  period  of  great  events  and  of  rapid  issues  in 
the  world’s  history.  The  dawn  of  a  wonderful  day  is  streaking  the 
firmament.  Slow  developments  are  now  becoming  exceptions  to  the 
law  of  swift  and  mighty  progress.  The  earth  is  in  commotion, — 
China  seems  to  be  tenanted  with  a  new  race  of  men, — like  a  forest 
whose  ancient  trees,  swept  down  by  sudden  catastrophe,  have  been 
succeeded  by  a  vigorous'  undergrowth  of  new  and  towering  stock. 
The  Sandwich  Islands  have  taken  their  place  among  Christianized 
nations.  Mohammedanism  is  undergoing  its  last  struggles  amid  the 
agitations  of  a  conflict,  either  of  whose  alternatives  is  its  own  cer¬ 
tain  doom.  The  Jews  seem  drawn  towards  Palestine  with  an  ardour 
which  indicates  the  fulfilment  of  a  divine  purpose.  The  world  is 
undergoing  rapid  change.  The  attitude  of  nations  is  that  of  ex¬ 
pectancy  and  dread.  At  such  a  crisis,  the  Church  should  be  mar¬ 
shalled  for  the  coming  movements.  A  faltering  in  her  ranks  would 
be  an  ill  omen  for  her  warfare.  Her  youth  should  be  animated  with 
self-denial,  and  her  ministry  fired  with  Apostolic  zeal.  If  emergencies 
make  great  men  in  the  State,  and  quicken  into  distinction  and  use¬ 
fulness  many  who  would  otherwise  have  kept  aloof  from  public 
scenes,  how  much  more  should  a  crisis-day,  like  the  present,  draw 
out  in  the  service  of  the  Church  a  large  company  of  her  pious  youth 
to  enlist  under  the  banner  of  Immanuel ! 

3.  The  present  period  is  one  in  which  Satan  is  organizing  error  with 
unwonted  stratagem,  in  opposition  to  the  kingdom  of  God.  Popery, 
comparatively  weak  at  home,  is  going  abroad  to  exercise  its  wiles. 
It  has  selected  Protestant  England  and  free  America  as  the  theatres 
of  its  most  determined  aggression.  Its  spirit  of  propagandised 
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was  never  more  earnest,  or  less  scrupulous.  Its  lying  wonders  are 
performed  and  proclaimed  with  a  self-hardening  effrontery  that  tires 
at  no  effort  to  accomplish  its  purposes.  Persecution  breathes  forth 
its  unchanged  wrath  against  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and  Rome  is 
preparing  to  die,  if  die  it  must,  with  throes  and  fulminations. 

Infidelity,  on  the  other  hand,  is  coming  forth  from  its  lurking 
places  to  amalgamate  its  battalions  with  those  of  the  man  of  sin, 
and  to  defy  the  armies  of  the  living  God.  Infidelity  among  the 
masses  is  a  terrific  element  in  society.  Whether  in  France,  in 
Germany,  or  in  the  United  States,  the  appropriate  expression  of  its 
rule  is  immorality  and  revolution.  The  signs  of  the  times  indicate 
organization  and  combination  on  the  part  of  the  enemies  of  social 
order  and  evangelical  religion.  Nor  can  any  'other  resources  be 
successfully  arrayed  against  them  but  those  which  God  has  ordained 
in  the  counsels  of  his  eternal  wisdom.  The  Gospel  is  the  healing 
power  of  all  the  evils,  spiritual  and  temporal,  of  society.  Precious 
truth,  taught  by  anointed  men,  is  the  hope  of  the  nations.  The 
Church  pre-eminently  needs  a  large  company  of  her  choicest  sons 
to  enter  the  service  of  the  ministry  in  the  spirit  and  power  of  the 
old  promise  given  to  Abraham,  and  glorified  at  Pentecost :  “  In 
thee  and  in  thy  seed  shall  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  be  blessed.” 

4.  The  influence  of  our  country  upon  the  destiny  of  the  world  is 
another  sign  and  plea  in  behalf  of  a  greatly  "augmented  ministry. 
A  country  like  this,  so  manifestly  designed  to  possess  an  influence 
on  other  nations  and  kingdoms,  and  to  wield  a  mighty  sway  in  the 
affairs  of  human  history,  requires  to  be  itself  baptized  with  religious 
life.  That  God  has  great  purposes  to  accomplish  through  the 
Anglo-Saxon  race,  and  through  that  portion  of  it  which  preserves 
its  characteristics  amidst  the  miscellaneous  ingatherings  of  the 
United  States,  there  are  unambiguous  signs.  The  early  history  of 
our  country,  its  settlement  by  a  hardy  race  of  Puritans,  its  provi¬ 
dential  training,  and  the  gradual,  but  sure,  unfolding  of  a  future  of 
promise,  its  successful  resistance  to  usurpation  and  the  establishment 
of  a  free  republic  under  a  name  revered  by  all  the  world,  the  hope¬ 
fulness  of  its  religious  character  sustained  in  the  midst  of  numerous 
temptations  of  prosperity  and  adversity,  its  accumulation  of  re¬ 
sources  from  commerce,  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  the  arts,  the 
expansion  of  its  territory  until  now  the  waves  of  two  oceans  do  it 
homage,  the  rapid  increase  of  its  population,  the  growth  and  pros¬ 
perity  of  its  institutions  in  Church  and  State,  its  remote  and  choice 
position,  intensely  advantageous  on  the  one  hand,  and  yet  its  conti¬ 
guity  to  Asia  and  Africa,  equally  important  on  the  other — in  short, 
the  antecedents  of  our  history,  the  trophies  of  our  present  power, 
and  the  auguries  of  our  future  greatness,  all  conspire  to  cherish  the 
humble  hope  that  our  country  has  been  chosen  of  God  for  great  and 
decisive  purposes  in  his  glorious  moral  government.  To  use  the 
language  of  one  of  the  ablest  writers  of  the  age : 
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u  America,  too,  belongs  to  a  race  whose  fortunes  in  the  world  have  in  no  ordinary- 
degree  been  prosperous.  It  is  a  fact  written  upon  the  face  of  history,  that  there 
are  elected  nations  in  the  world.  The  Great  Ruler  chooses  certain  races,  endows 
them  with  rare  and  valuable  qualities,  assigns  them  certain  high  ends  to  fulfil, 
and  by  a  train  of  conspiring  and  favorable  circumstances,  preserves  their  exist¬ 
ence  from  age  to  age,  and  guides  them  to  the  fulfilment  of  their  high  destiny. 
This  election  of  nations  involves  no  more  merit  on  the  part  of  the  chosen  race, 
thon  does  the  election  of  persons,  which  the  sacred  Scriptures  so  plainly  teach,  as 
we  read  them.  We  have  no  difficulty  in  pointing  to  the  one  race  on  the  globe 
which  is  undoubtedly  the  chosen  race.  That  race  is  the  Anglo-Saxon  one.  No 
sign  was  seen  in  the  firmament,  and  no  supernatural  voice  was  heard,  when  that 
race  was  selected  from  the  other  families  of  mankind ;  but  most  manifest  is  it 
that  on  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  has  been  laid  the  carrying  to  the  other  nations  of 
the  world  the  blessings  of  art  and  freedom,  and,  of  what  is  infinitely  more  valu¬ 
able — Christianity,  the  alone  conservator  of  liberty.  This  is  a  race  whose  whole 
career  has  been  remarkable.  The  moment  it  appeared  on  the  stage,  its  influence 
on  human  affairs  began  to  be  felt,  and  all  the  great  changes  of  mediseval  and 
modern  history  have  been  brought  about  by  its  agency.”* 

If  there  be  any  truth  in  these  reasonings  and  anticipations,  it 
surely  becomes  the  Church  to  aim  at  thoroughly  evangelizing  the 
land.  If  our  country’s  future  is  to  shine  forth  with  an  influence 
benignant  under  God,  and  wide  in  extent  among  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  then  it  is  an  object  of  deepest  concern  that  our  ministry 
should  be  largely  increased  in  numbers,  as  well  as  more  fully  imbued 
with  the  spirit  of  their  divine  Master. 

IY.  The  calamity  of  feiv  labourers  in  the  midst  of  a  'plenteous 
harvest  is  specially  noted  in  the  Scriptures,  and  has  A  divine  pro¬ 
vision  for  its  relief.  The  necessity  of  prayer  “  to  the  Lord  of 
the  harvest,”  has  been  repeatedly,  if  not  annually,  held  up  to  the 
view  of  the  Church  in  the  reports  of  the  Board  of  Education.  In¬ 
dulgence  is  again  asked  from  the  Assembly  for  a  few  statements  on 
this  subject. 

1.  The  first  thing  to  be  realized  by  faith  is  the  solemn  injunction 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  reference  to  this  duty.  “Pray  ye,  the 
Lord  of  the  harvest,  that  he  will  send  forth  labourers  into  his  har¬ 
vest.”  The  blessed  Redeemer  knew  the  means  best  suited  to  obtain 
the  supply,  and  His  eye  turned  upward  to  “his  Father  and  our 
Father,  to  his  God  and  our  God.”  The  Lord  of  the  harvest,  inte¬ 
rested  in  its  glorious  ingathering,  can  alone  command  the  resources 
to  secure  the  work.  It  is  uhis  harvest,”  not  ours;  and  the  labour¬ 
ers,  in  order  to  be  of  the  right  kind,  must  be  of  his  sending  alone. 
The  duty  of  prayer  in  reference  to  so  important  a  work  might  be 
readily  inferred  from  the  nature  of  the  case  and  the  general  obli¬ 
gations  of  the  church;  but  revelation  adds  its  solemn  and  authori¬ 
tative  sanctions.  Prayer  for  Gospel  labourers  is  made  the  special 
object  of  a  divine  command.  The  Church,  in  “going  into  all  the 
world  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature,”  is  not  left  in  un¬ 
certainty  from  whence,  and  by  what  agency,  the  workmen  are  to  be 
obtained.  Prayer  is  the  revealed  mode,  prayer  from  compassionate 
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hearts.  “But  when  he  saw  the  multitudes  he  was  moved  with 
compassion  on  them,  because  they  fainted,  and  were  scattered 
abroad  as  sheep  having  no  shepherd.  Then  said  he  unto  his  dis¬ 
ciples  ;  the  harvest  truly  is  great,  but  the  labourers  are  few :  Pray 
ve,  therefore ,  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  that  he  will  send  forth 
labourers  into  his  harvest.”  There  is  a  divine  logic  in  the  language 
of  Christ.  The  connection  between  the  means  and  the  end  may 
be  undiscerned,  or  be  as  “foolishness”  in  the  judgment  of  the  wise. 
But  “the  labourers  are  few:”  “ therefore  pray”  is  the  key  that 
unlocks  the  desired  treasures ;  for  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  hath 
spoken  it. 

2.  Another  fact  is  that  our  Lord  himself  'practised  'prayer  in  the 
calling  and  commissioning  of  his  apostles.  In  Mark  8  :  13,  it  is 
said,  “  and  he  goeth  up  into  a  mountain  and  calleth  unto  him  whom 
he  would;  and  they  came  unto  him,  and  he  ordained  twelve  that 
they  should  be  with  him,  and  that  he  might  send  them  forth  to 
preach.”  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  prayer  was  importunately 
offered  at  this  time,  for  Luke  records  the  transaction  as  follows  : 
“  And  it  came  to  pass  in  those  days  that  he  went  out  into  a  moun¬ 
tain  to  pray,  and  continued  all  night  in  prayer  to  God.  And  when 
it  was  day,  he  called  unto  him  his  disciples,  and  of  them  he  chose 
twelve .”  Luke  6  :  12  and  13.  The  choice  of  the  apostles  on  this 
occasion  seems  to  have  been  preliminary  to  a  more  complete  com¬ 
mission,  which  occurred  a  short  time  after,  when  they  were  sent  out 

'  #  •  •  '  •  .  "  .  . 

upon  their  work.  The  interest  of  this  last  commissioning  is  greatly 
increased  by  the  fact  that  it  occurred  in  immediate  connection  with 
the  injunction  to  pray  for  more  labourers,  as  is  apparent  on  a  com¬ 
parison  of  the  following  passages ;  viz.  Matt.  9  :  38 — 10  :  1 ;  Mark 
6:7;  Luke  9  :  1.  The  command  to  pray  was  followed  by  the  act 
of  sending  forth;  and  the  glorious  juxtaposition  was  as  though  he 
had  said,  “  See  my  willingness  as  well  as  my  power  to  answer  your 
prayers.” 

If  the  last  prayers  of  our  Lord,  as  recorded  in  the  14th,  15th, 
16th,  and  17th  chapters  of  John,  he  attentively  read,  it  will  be  seen 
that  no  inconsiderable  part  is  employed  in  invoking  blessings  upon 
his  Apostles.  Thus  showing  that  the  whole  subject,  both  of  calling 
and  of  qualifying  ministers  for  their  work,  should  be  sanctified  by 
earnest  prayer. 

3.  Why,  it  may  be  asked,  is  prayer  so  necessary  in  providing 
ministers  for  the  sanctuary  ?  Among  other  reasons,  because  prayer 
brings  the  Church  directlyfo  G-od .  The  ministry,  without  a  divine 
call,  has  always  been  and  must  be  a  curse.  Those  who  enter  upon 
this  profession  unsent  are  “blind  leaders  of  the  blind.”  Religion 
cannot  flourish  where  young  men  are  trained  for  the  ministry  as  for 
a  mere  profession  of  secular  emolument  or  distinction.  It  is  essen¬ 
tial  to  its  spiritual  character  that  God  be  recognized  as  selecting 
the  men  and  imparting  their  qualifications.  The  single  passage  in 
Matthew  settles  forever  the  spiritual  character  of  those  who  are  to 
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minister  in  sacred  things ;  for  it  is  made  the  subject  of  devout 
prayer  to  God  and  is  not  to  be  determined  on  principles  of  carnal 
policy.  Hence  it  is  all  important  that  our  people  should  be  in¬ 
structed  to  put  forth  supplications  to  the  Lord  of  the  harvest. 
Calvin  says,  “  as  no  man  will  of  himself  become  a  sincere  and 
faithful  minister  of  the  gospel,  and  as  none  discharge  in  a  proper 
manner  the  office  of  teacher  but  those  whom  the  Lord  raises  up 
and  endows  with  the  gifts  of  His  Spirit,  whenever  we  observe  a 
scarcity  of  pastors,  we  must  raise  our  eyes  to  Him  to  afford  the 
remedy.”  A  declension  from  this  duty  will  inevitably  raise  up 
multitudes  of  unsanctified  ministers,  such  as  now  harass  some  of  the 
Churches  of  the  Reformation.  The  two  thoughts  of  the  ministry 
and  of  God,  should  go  together  in  the  common  associations  of 
prayer,  and  be  inwrought  into  the  devotional  habits  of  the  Church. 
God  is  the  only  true  source  of  supply.  He  is  the  only  author  of 
the  requisite  gifts  and  graces.  False  views  and  sentiments  will 
become  current  just  in  proportion  as  the  gospel  duty  of  prayer  is 
intermitted ;  and  an  unsent,  and  of  course  an  unqualified,  ministry — 
always  prompt  to  volunteer  its  unhallowed  offices — will  then  invade 
and  curse  the  Church. 

4.  Prayer  cultivates  the  use  of  all  the  active  means  necessary  for 
the  increase  of  the  ministry.  The  sovereignty  of  God  does  not  ex¬ 
clude  or  supercede,  but  summons  forth,  the  subordinate  agencies  of 
the  Church.  For  example,  can  a  ministry,  praying  for  an  increase 
of  labourers  to  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  be  otherwise  than  an  in¬ 
structing  ministry  ?  There  is  much  ignorance,  even  in  the  most 
favoured  part  of  the  Church,  on  the  subject  of  a  call  to  the  ministry, 
the  wants  of  the  world,  the  duty  of  consulting  God  in  seeking  a 
profession,  and  all  the  points  bearing  upon  the  true  solution  of  the 
case.  The  vague  notions  of  supernatural  revelations,  signs,  and 
visions,  which  prevail  among  the  ignorant  in  reference  to  regenera¬ 
tion,  retain  their  hold,  to  no  inconsiderable  extent  in  reference  to 
the  ministerial  call,  even  upon  persons  who  are  on  general  topics 
better  informed.  A  praying  ministry  will  use  all  other  means  pro¬ 
videntially  tending  to  secure  the  end,  especially  in  wisely  seeking 
out  and  wratching  over,  young  men  who  seem  to  possess  requisite 
qualifications  for  the  office. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  praying  people  will  in  like  manner  do  their 
full  share  in  the  use  of  scriptural  means.  They  will  consecrate  and 
endeavour  to  train  their  children  unto  the  Lord,  setting  before  them 
a  good  example,  and  encouraging  them  to  serve  Christ  in  whatever 
way  may  seem  best,  at  all  cost  and  self-denial. 

There  can  be  no  question  that  the  neglect  on  the  part  of  the 
Church  to  employ  the  instrumentalities  which  have  an  ordained 
connection  with  the  increase  of  the  ministry,  are  primarily  and 
chiefly  owing  to  our  inadequate  prayers.  Where  there  is  little  or 
no  prayer,  there  will  be  little  or  no  pains  and  energy  displayed  in 
reference  to  a  subject,  which,  if  unattended  to,  will  take  no  care  of 
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itself.  The  world  will  sweep  away  our  young  men  into  secular 
professions  with  a  resistless  and  tyrannical  power,  unless  counter¬ 
acting  influences  are  put  forth  in  the  name  of  the  Redeemer. 
Prayer  and  efforts,  faith  and  works,  mutually  co-operate.  Let  there 
he  genuine  prayer,  and  our  Church  will  wakefully  employ  her 
sacred  energies  in  bringing  her  youth  to  Christ  and  his  ministry, 
and  God  will  bless  her  with  the  success  promised  in  his  Word. 


STATISTICS  OF  CANDIDATES. 

The  number  of  neiv  candidates,  recommended  by  the  Presbyteries 
during  the  last  year,  exceeds  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  num¬ 
ber  last  year  was  81 ;  this  year  104 — a  larger  number  than  has 
been  added  to  the  roll  since  the  days  of  Dr.  John  Breckenridge, 
one  of  the  former  Secretaries.  The  aggregate  number  of  candi¬ 
dates  this  year  is,  nevertheless,  somewhat  less  than  in  the  preceding 
year,  partly  in  consequence  of  an  error  in  the  last  Report,  the  clerk 
who  had  charge  of  the  roll  having  deceased  a  short  time  before  the 
meeting  of  the  Assembly ;  and  partly  from  the  omission  from  the 
roll  this  year  of  all  candidates  who  have  had  at  any  time  any  support 
from  the  scholarships  of  the  theological  seminaries.  The  total 
number  this  year  is  842  against  376,  the  reported  number  of  the 
preceding  year. 

The  increase  of  new  candidates  is  a  most  gratifying  fact  in  the 
existing  emergency  of  the  Church,  and  is  the  true  measure  of  our 
future  ministerial  resources,  so  far  as  the  operations  of  a  single 
year  can  give  any  index. 

The  Board  indulge  the  belief  that  the  statistics  of  our  Church 
in  regard  to  candidates  for  the  ministry  have  reached  their  lowest 
point,  and  that  the  number  will  soon  be  enlarged,  with  the  blessing 
of  God.  It  may  be,  indeed,  premature  to  express  any  decided 
opinion  upon  a  problem  into  whose  solution  so  many  and  diverse 
elements  enter.  The  grounds  upon  which  the  expectation  of  a 
future  increase  of  candidates  is  founded,  are  such  as  these :  1.  The 
actual  increase  during  the  year  is  encouraging.  Lender  the  circum¬ 
stances,  this  increase  is  quite  large,  and  it  is  encouraging  beyond 
its  own  mere  numbers ;  there  having  been  an  increase  also  during 
the  preceding  year.  The  facts,  therefore,  of  both  years  taken 
together,  afford  hope  of  the  reversal  of  our  doom,  and  of  the  esta¬ 
blishment  of  a  better  order  of  things. 

2.  A  number  of  revivals  have  lately  occurred  in  our  institutions. 
Within  the  last  two  years,  many  young  men  in  academies  and 
colleges  have  been  brought  to  a  hopeful  knowledge  of  the  truth. 
A  goodly  proportion  of  these  are  understood  to  be  considering  their 
duty  as  to  the  ministry,  and  some  have  already  decided  upon  com¬ 
mencing  their  preparatory  studies. 

3.  The  establishment  of  new  institutions  of  learning  and  religion 
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is  a  good  omen  in  the  providence  of  God  for  the  increase  of  our 
ministry.  God  works  through  means.  As  institutions  of  learning 
multiply  the  facilities  of  education,  so  that  a  larger  number  of 
young  men  are  trained,  enlightened,  and  qualified  to  engage  in  the 
higher  professions,  the  analogies  of  the  divine  government  authorize 
the  belief  that  the  ministry,  as  well  as  other  learned  professions, 
will  receive  accessions  of  strength.  The  Presbyterian  Church  has 
under  its  own  care  about  fifty  Academies  and  sixteen  Colleges,  a 
a  large  proportion  of  which  have  been  established  within  a  few 
years.  Besides  these,  a  considerable  number  of  private  academies 
have  also  been  instituted.  Indeed  it  is  quite  certain  that,  without 
these  new  institutions,  the  candidates  of  our  Church  would  have 
declined  to  a  still  lower  point  than  that  which  has  been  actually 
reached.  Our  new  institutions  are  destined  to  have  a  most  impor¬ 
tant  influence  on  our  future  ministerial  resources ;  and  this  influ¬ 
ence  is  already  sufficiently  strong  to  he  taken  into  our  calculations 
on  the  subject. 

4.  The  Board  believe  that  the  duty  of  consecrating  and  training 
children  for  the  glory  of  God  is  more  clearly  seen  and  felt  and 
practised  than  at  some  previous  periods.  Our  exigencies  have 
naturally  led  to  the  inquiries  and  investigations  pertaining  to  the 
practical  aspects  of  the  question.  Parents  are  more  disposed  to 
acknowledge  their  obligations  to  consecrate  their  sons  to  the  Lord 
of  the  harvest,  and  to  bring  them  up  for  any  work  to  which  the 
Holy  Spirit  may  call  them.  A  more  lively  interest  in  the  per¬ 
petuation  of  the  ministry,  on  the  part  of  fathers  and  mothers  in 
Zion,  ordinarily  tends  to  lead  labourers  into  the  harvest. 

5.  Our  Church  officers,  both  in  public  and  private,  have  had 
their  attention  thoroughly  directed  to  the  evil,  and  to  the  urgency 
of  its  danger.  Our  Judicatories  have  engaged  in  many  interesting 
discussions  on  its  causes,  its  consequences,  and  the  means  of  its 
removal.  A  solemn  sense  of  responsibility  in  the  perpetuation  of 
the  ministry  is  acknowledged  by  the  officers  of  the  Church,  and  a 
determination  exists  to  use  more  diligently  the  means  adapted  to 
secure  the  blessing  so  long  withheld. 

6.  More  prayer  is  believed  to  he  put  forth  to  the  Lord  of  the 
harvest  for  an  increase  of  labourers  in  its  fields.  A  practical  con¬ 
viction  of  the  entire  dependence  of  the  Church  upon  God  is  one  of 
the  lessons  taught  by  our  adversity.  And  it  is  a  lesson  worth  the 
discipline  by  which  it  has  been  inculcated.  Our  churches  have 
sent  up  more  supplications  than  formerly  for  the  blessing  of  God 
upon  our  youth.  The  day  of  special  prayer  has  been  observed 
with  greater  solemnity  and  interest ;  and  the  many  awakenings 
that  have  occured  in  immediate  connection  with  its  exercises,  have 
confirmed  and  enlarged  the  faith  of  Christians.  The  subject  of  an 
increased  ministry  is  also  more  remembered  in  social  and  private 
prayer.  Although  there  is  still  very  great  room  for  improvement 
in  all  particulars,  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  our  Church  is 
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more  anxious  to  know  and  do  her  duty,  and  is  better  prepared  to 
overcome,  through  grace,  the  difficulties  which  beset  her  career, 
than  before  she  became  sensible  of  the  extent  of  her  danger. 

In  addition  to  these  reasons,  the  thorough  condition  and  equip¬ 
ment  of  our  Theological  Seminaries  inspires  the  hope  that  our 
people  are  more  awake  than  ever  to  the  importance  of  theological 
education  and  of  the  use  of  means  adapted  to  gather  pious  young 
men  into  these  Seminaries. 

These  reasons  combined  are  sufficient  to  encourage  the  belief 
that  the  number  of  candidates  for  the  ministry  will  hereafter  in¬ 
crease.  This  increase  may  not  be  very  perceptible  immediately, 
and  it  may  not  be  so  large  as  a  sanguine  zeal  might  anticipate. 
But,  all  things  considered,  the  future  appears  more  hopeful  than 
at  any  period  for  the  last  ten  years.  Let  us  thank  God  and  take 
courage. 

AGENCIES. 

Dr.  Chester,  the  Associate  Secretary  and  General  Agent  of 
the  Board,  has  been  assiduously  engaged  in  prosecuting  the  usual 
work  on  his  hands.  The  claims  of  the  ministry,  the  wants  of  the 
Church,  the  duties  of  the  parental  relation,  have  been  set  forth  in 
the  extensive  districts  of  country  he  has  traversed ;  and  no  labours 
in  the  other  department  of  the  Board  have  interfered  with  the  regu¬ 
lar  presentation  of  the  topics  relating  to  the  increase  of  candidates. 
Dr.  Chester  came  into  the  service  of  the  Board,  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  its  new  career  in  1831,  and  the  Board  owe  it  to  their 
sense  of  his  valuable  services  to  say  that,  from  that  time  to  this, 
a  period  of  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century,  the  great  work  of  in¬ 
creasing  by  all  scriptural  means  the  number  of  candidates  for  the 
ministry  has  been  the  object  of  his  prayerful  solicitude  and  untiring 
labours. 

The  Rev.  James  Wood,  D.D.,  has  been  engaged  in  promoting 
the  objects  of  the  Board  in  the  States,  west  and  south  of  Ohio,  and 
in  those  portions  of  the  latter  State  included  within  the  Synod  of 
Cincinnati.  Dr.  Wood  visited  parts  of  Tennessee,  Arkansas,  Mis¬ 
souri,  and  Illinois,  and  reports  an  increased  interest  in  the  cause  of 
ministerial  education.  He  has  taken  occasion  to  present  before 
companies  of  young  men  in  different  towns  and  cities,  the  wants  of 
the  Church,  and  the  responsibilities  in  the  choice  of  a  profession. 
An  account  of  Dr.  Wood’s  visit  to  Arkansas  will  be  given  in  another 
part  of  this  Report. 

The  Rev.  Adam  Harris  consented  to  take  an  agency  for  a  few 
months  in  the  Synods  of  Pittsburg  and  Wheeling,  where  he  has 
laboured  with  good  success.  His  impressions  of  the  importance  of 
that  field,  and  of  the  productiveness  of  its  cultivation,  coincide  with 
those  of  all  who  have  been  in  it,  and  the  Board  intend  to  make  ar¬ 
rangements  that,  with  God’s  blessing,  may  secure  rich  results. 
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The  Corresponding  Secretary  has  contributed  to  the  prosecu¬ 
tion  of  the  agencies  of  the  Board  such  assistance  as  his  other  duties 
have  allowed  from  time  to  time. 

The  agents  of  the-  Board  have  personally  visited  many  of  the 
candidates  during  the  year,  and  have  always  been  received  by  them 
with  great  cordiality  and  interest.  A  much  more  thorough  system 
of  pastoral  visitation  will  be  hereafter  carried  on,  with  the  leave  of 
Providence.  One  of  the  deficiencies  in  the  general  mode  of  educa¬ 
tion  in  this  country  is  the  absence  of  adequate  personal  religious 
intercourse  between  officers  and  students  in  institutions  of  learning. 
It  is  believed,  however,  that  a  considerable  improvement  is  in  pro¬ 
gress  ;  and  that  our  candidates  for  the  ministry  will  derive  much 
benefit  from  a  more  efficient  course  of  pastoral  visitation,  both  on 
the  part  of  officers  of  institutions  and  of  the  Board. 

In  view  of  the  important  and  miscellaneous  work  devolving  upon 
the  agents  of  the  Board,  it  is  deemed  proper  to  increase,  rather  than 
to  diminish  their  number,  at  least  until  the  cause  of  ministerial  edu¬ 
cation  shall  have  been  more  fully  established  in  the  confidence  and 
co-operation  of  the  Church. 


RECOMMENDATIONS  TO  THE  ASSEMBLY. 

The  Board  respectfully  present  to  the  consideration  of  the  Gene¬ 
ral  Assembly  two  points  of  considerable  importance  to  the  success 
of  their  operations. 

The  first  recommendation  is  an  increase  in  the  regular  aggro- 
griations  of  the  Board  to  students  preparing  for  the  ministry.  The 
present  scale  of  appropriations  was  fixed  many  years  ago,  when  the 
expenses  of  living  were  far  less  than  at  the  present  time.  The 
reasons  which  render  necessary  an  increase  in  the  salaries  of  our 
ministers,  apply  with  general  force  to  the  appropriations  of  our  can¬ 
didates.  The  last  General  Assembly  gave  to  the  Board  a  discre¬ 
tionary  power  to  make  an  increase  in  special  cases ;  but  this  liberty 
does  not  meet  the  want  of  a  general  provision.  Our  Church  has 
always  pursued  the  policy  of  an  affectionate  and  dutiful  concern  for 
her  sons  who  are  dependent  upon  her  care ;  and  the  time  seems  to 
have  now  come  to  testify  this  interest  by  a  more  liberal  provision 
for  the  supply  of  their  temporal  wants.  This  whole  subject  is  in¬ 
deed  a  very  delicate  one,  and  possesses  its  own  intrinsic  difficulties, 
both  of  principle  and  of  administration.  The  Church  has  never 
undertaken  to  defray  all  the  expenses  incident  to  a  theological  edu¬ 
cation.  She  has,  however,  made  arrangements  to  defray  in  the 
theological  department  the  greater  portion  of  the  usual  expenses ; 
and  in  all  the  stages,  presents  facilities  which  generally  accomplish 
the  end  in  view,  in  connection  with  other  agencies.  The  Church 
aims  at  encouraging  all  her  worthy  sons,  who  feel  called  by  the 
f  Spirit  of  God  to  pursue  their  studies  for  the  ministry,  with  the 
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prospect  of  sufficient  pecuniary  aid  to  meet  their  principal  wants. 
The  Church  aids,  hut  does  not  support ;  and  without  entering  into 
any  argument  in  favour  of  the  wisdom  of  this  course,  it  is  apparent 
that  the  scale  of  her  provisions  of  assistance  must  vary  with  the 
condition  of  society,  and  not  be  fixed  on  any  merely  arbitrary  rules. 
The  Board  believe,  after  an  attentive  examination  of  the  subject, 
that  the  state  of  public  opinion  calls  for  an  increase  of  aid  at  the 
present  time.  The  amount  of  the  increase,  which  the  Board  would 
su  o’ crest  for  the  consideration  of  the  Assembly,  would  be  to  make 
the*appropriations  to  academical  students  eighty  dollars  a  year,  to 
collegiate  students,  one  hundred  ;  and  to  theological  students ,  one 
hundred  and  tiventy.  According  to  this  scale,  the  quarterly  appro¬ 
priations  to  each  class  respectively,  would  be  tiventy ,  twenty-five , 
and  thirty  dollars ;  and  the  additional  expenditure  involved  would 
be  about  five  thousand,  dollars. 

The  Board  think  that  whilst  this  increase,  amounting  m  the  ag¬ 
gregate  to  one-fifth  of  the  whole  expenditure  for  candidates,  would 
be  as  large  as  a  careful  view  of  all  the  circumstances  would  warrant 
as  a  general  rule,  discretion  ought  still  to  be  lodged  in  the  Board  to 
increase  the  sum  still  further  in  particular  circumstances,  where  the 
Presbyteries  recommend  it.  This  special  action  ought  to  oiiginate 
with  the  Presbyteries,  and  to  be  the  subject  of  their  parental  and 
judicious  scrutiny.  It  would  also  have  its  natural  limitations  m  the 
ability  of  the  Board  to  make  the  extra  appropriations  demanded. 

The  Board,  however,  do  not  doubt  that  the  Church  would  supply 
their  treasury  with  a  sufficient  amount  of  funds  to  enable  them  to 
meet  liberally  all  just  and  reasonable  expenditures  in  so  great  a 
work  as  that  of  furnishing  education  to  candidates  lor  the  ministry. 

2.  The  second  recommendation  which  the  Board  venture  to  make  to 
the  Assembly,  is  the  adoption  of  some  plan  by  which  all  the  churches, 
large  and  small,  may  have  the  opportunity  of  contributing .  at  stated 
periods  to  all  the  benevolent  schemes  of  the  Church.  It  is  obvious 
that  our  present  plans  fail  to  a  great  extent  in  enlisting  the  general 
co-operation  of  the  churches.  The  present  period  is  too  momentous 
to  omit  the  cultivation,  in  the  piety  of  our  people,  of  all  the  graces 
that  compose  and  adorn  religion.  The  grace  ol  giving  is  one  whose 
exercise  is  needed  in  every  age,  but  so  much  the  moie  as  ye  see 
the  day  approaching.”  The  practicability  of  attaining  to  a  high  de¬ 
gree  of  success  in  securing  voluntary  offerings  from  the  people  has 
been  demonstrated  in  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland.  _  The  secret  of 
the  success  of  our  Free  Church  brethren  consists,  m  part,  m  the 
fact  that  the  collections  from  their  congregations  are  made  a  matter 
of  ecclesiastical  injunction  and  supervision  on  the  part  of  the  hrene- 
ral  Assembly,  the  Synods,  Presbyteries,  and  Church  Sessions. 
There  is  no  tyranny  over  the  conscience.  The  offerings  are  entirely 
free  and  voluntary  ;  but  the  duty  of  seeing  that  the  people  have  the 
opportunity  of  making  them  is  enforced  by  ecclesiastical  authority. 
It  is  believed  that  the  plan  recently  submitted  by  the  Board  of  Pub- 
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lication  to  some  of  the  Presbyteries  will  accomplish  the  great  ends 
in  view.  This  plan,  as  adopted  by  the  Presbytery  of  New  York,  is 
in  the  following  words : 

u  Resolved ,  1.  That  the  Session  of  each  Church  under  care  of  this  Presbytery, 
is  hereby  affectionately  and  urgently  enjoined  to  take  such  order  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary  and  best  to  afford  the  members  of  such  Church  and  Congrega¬ 
tion,  an  opportunity  of  making  annual  contributions  to  the  support  of  all  the 
schemes  of  Christian  benevolence  established  by  our  General  Assembly. 

u  Resolved ,  2.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Stated  Clerk,  at  the  next  semi¬ 
annual  meeting  of  this  body,  to  call  the  roll  of  ministers  and  churches,  with  a 
view  of  ascertaining  whether  this  injunction  may  have  been  complied  with;  and 
at  every  spring  meeting  of  Presbytery  to  do  the  same,  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
diligence  of  the  churches  in  the  premises ;  of  all  which  due  record  shall  be  made 
in  the  minutes  of  Presbytery.” 

A  recommendation  or  injunction  from  the  General  Assembly  to 
the  Synods  and  Presbyteries  would  doubtless  secure  a  uniformity 
of  action,  highly  favourable  to  the  advancement  of  the  great  cause 
of  Christian  benevolence. 

The  Board  of  Education,  as  well  as  the  other  Boards  of  the 
Church,  have  an  interest  in  this  subject  far  beyond  its  mere  finan¬ 
cial  aspects.  The  annual  presentation  of  the  cause  of  education, 
with  the  proper  explanation  of  its  objects  and  responsibilities,  can¬ 
not  but  have  an  important  influence  in  training  a  congregation  to 
intelligent  action  on  the  whole  subject.  More  than  one  half  of  all 
our  churches  now  take  up  no  collection  for  the  Board  of  Education ; 
and  the  duty  of  assisting  to  perpetuate  an  educated  ministry  is 
feebly  realized,  where  no  information  is  imparted  and  no  co-opera¬ 
tion  provided. 


STATE  OF  THE  TREASURY. 


The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  finances  of  the  Board.  The 
particulars  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 


candidate’s  eund. 


Receipts, 
Balances,  1853,  . 


$34,961  26 
8,068  91 


Total,  . 
Payments,* 

Balances,  1854,  . 

Philadelphia,  May  5,  1854. 


43,030  17 
35,105  75 


7,924  42 


The  balance,  it  will  be  seen  is  large, — but  somewhat  less  than 
that  of  last  year.  The  financial  prosperity  of  the  Board  only 
helps  to  show  that  it  is  much  easier  to  secure  a  healthy  outward 
condition  than  one  of  spiritual  vigour.  In  every  case,  where  an 


*  Including  the  sum  of  $1000  transferred,  by  consent  of  donors,  to  the  other  fund. 
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increase  of  appropriation  has  been  asked  for  a  candidate,  it  has 
been  granted  to  its  full  extent.  And  yet  the  treasury  is  an  o'ver- 

fl°It  is  hoped,  however,  and  believed,  that  this  is  the  last  year  m 
which  the  resources  of  the  Board  will  unduly  accumulate  from  the 
want  of  opportunity  to  use  them.  Two  sources  of  increased  expen¬ 
diture  will  be  opened  during  the  year,  1st,  the  increase  of  can  1- 
'dates,  as  already  reported,  and  as  predicted  for  the  future  ;  and 
<>d  the  additional  appropriations  recommended  for  candidates, 
provided  the  Assembly  shall  adopt  the  recommendation.  I  he 

Board  therefore,  expect  to  be  able  to  work  off  soon  the  balance  on 
hand— a  part  of  which  is  already  under  engagement— and  to  press 
forward  with  renewed  activity  for  a  sufficient  sum  to  meet  the  m- 
crease  of  their  liabilities. 


CONCLUSION. 

The  Board  conclude  this  part  of  their  Report  with  a  few  thoughts 
relating  to  the  present  aspect  of  education  for  the  ministry  m  our 

(ylmr  q|i  # 

1.  Our  educational  prosperity  demands  the  greatest  caution  on 

the  nart  of  our  Judicatories  in  the  reception  of  new  candidates, 
especially  at  the  present  time.  If— as  is  quite  probable— a  reaction 
is  likely  to  occur  in  the  minds  of  our  young  men  in  regard  to  entei- 
incr  the  ministry,  an  increased  vigilance  ought  to  be  exercised  m 
guarding  the  gates  of  the  sanctuary  from  the  intrusion  of  unworthy 
candidates.  This  is  a  matter  of  infinite  moment.  Personal  and 
public  interests  of  the  most  awful  nature  are  involved  in  its  due 
consideration.  It  is  at  all  times  an  exceedingly  difficult  and  solemn 
duty  to  decide  in  the  light  of  reason,  Providence,  and  prayei, 
whether  or  not  a  young  man  possesses  the  qualifications,  natuia 
and  spiritual,  which  justify  the  hope  that  he  has  a  divine  call  to 
enter  the  Christian  ministry.  The  roll  of  the  Board  of  Education 
the  catalogues  of  our  theological  seminaries,  and  the  Mmutes  of  the 
General  Assembly,  show  that  “the  heart  is  deceitful  above  all 
things  and  desperately  wicked.”  All  are  not  Israel  that  are  of 
Israel.  During  the  past  year,  several  cases  of  moral  delinquency 
have  occurred  among  the  candidates  _  for  the  sacred  office.  T 
Board  are  importunate  in  invoking  wise  and  cautious  action,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  our  present  circumstances.  Although  the  subject  has  a 
peculiar  relation  to  the  Divine  sovereignty  and  to  the  inward  woik- 
incrs  of  the  human  mind  and  heart,  it  nevertheless  possesses  traits  of 
outward  manifestation  which  fall  within  the  lawful  range  of  Christian 
examination.  The  present  juncture  requires  particular  care  and 
unremitting  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  Judicatories  of  the  Chuich. 
The  following  resolutions,  passed  by  the  Synod  op  Virginia  at  its 
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last  sessions,  indicate  the  true  spirit  to  be  cherished,  and  the  true 
course  to  be  adopted  at  a  period  when  a  greater  accession  than 
usual  is  likely  to  accrue  to  the  ministerial  ranks. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  communication  from  the  Board  of 
Education  respecting  the  present  destitution  of  Candidates  for  the  gospel  ministry, 
reported  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  adopted : 

1.  Resolved ,  The  ministry  must  ever  be  considered  as  God’s  chief  appointed 
instrumentality  for  the  conversion  of  the  world  ; — and  the  increasing  population 
and  rapidly  advancing  intelligence  of  our  country,  present  daily  more  urgent 
motives  for  a  correspondent  increase  in  the  number  of  able  and  faithful  ministers. 

2.  Resolved ,  That  while  we  deeply  feel  the  urgency  of  these  motives,  and  de¬ 
plore  the  u  destitution”  to  which  our  attention  has  been  directed  by  the  Board, 
we  feel  called  to  record  our  solemn  conviction  that  the  strength  and  efficiency  of 
a  Church  depend  far  less  upon  the  numbers  than  upon  the  character  of  its  minis¬ 
ters  ;  that  we  far  more  earnestly  desire  an  increased  elevation  in  the  whole  moral 
and  intellectual  tone  of  our  candidates — in  fervent  piety,  and  sound  mental  disci¬ 
pline,  than  in  numbers  merely. 

3.  Resolved ,  That  the  evil  which  we  deplore  is  only  one  out  of  many  external 
symptoms  of  a  deep  inward  declension,  which  cannot  be  wisely  considered  apart 
from  others,  for  which  no  outward  appliance  or  machinery  can  be  a  successful 
remedy — and  especicdly  that  an  indiscreet  or  precipitate  zeal  for  a  mere  increase 
of  numbers,  will  only  aggravate  the  evil  (which  it  in  part  has  caused),  by  urging 
into  our  Colleges  and  Seminaries,  and  ultimately  into  the  ministry,  men  without 
energy,  or  talent,  or  decisive  piety — thus  lowering  the  standard  of  ministerial 
character  in  the  community  at  large ;  and  repelling  from  the  service  of  God  in 
the  ministry,  other  youth,  superior  in  value,  and  even  in  numbers,  to  those 
unwisely  introduced. 

4.  Resolved ,  That  the  only  remedy  which  can  reach  the  evil — deeply  seated 
and  widely  ramified  through  every  department  of  society — is  the  outpouring  of 
God’s  Spirit  in  answer  to  the  prayers  of  his  people,  and  as  a  blessing  on  the 
public  and  private  labours  of  ministers  and  parents. 

5.  Resolved ,  As  a  subordinate  means,  we  would  earnestly  recommend  to  all  the 
ministers  within  our  bounds,  to  make  this  important  subject  a  matter  of  earnest 
prayer,  and  faithful  instruction  to  their  congregations  *,  and  we  would  urge  upon 
all  parents  the  duty  of  early  consecrating  their  sons  to  this  noblest  of  all  human 
offices,  and  training  them  up  from  childhood  with  special  reference  to  this  work, 
and  in  humble  dependence  upon  God’s  grace  for  his  covenanted  blessings. 

G.  Resolved ,  That  along  with  this  increased  effort  to  enlarge  the  number  of  our 
candidates,  increased  vigilance  and  fidelity  will  be  demanded  on  the  part  of  pas¬ 
tors,  and  Presbyteries,  and  instructors,  in  guarding  the  entrance  upon  the 
ministry  against  all  who  might  prove  useless  or  injurious  in  that  sacred  office. 

2.  The  fact  of  an  unusual  increase  of  candidates  during  the  past 
year,  even  if  there  were  a  certain  prospect  of  its  continuance, 
should  by  no  means  cause  an  intermission  of  earnest  Christian 
efforts  to  enlarge  our  ministerial  resources.  In  the  first  place,  the 
actual  number  of  new  candidates  under  the  care  of  the  Board  is 
not  immediately  available  to  the  Church.  It  takes  on  an  average 
at  least  five  or  six  years  to  carry  our  students  through  their  course 
of  preparatory  and  theological  education.  One  hundred  new 
students,  taken  up  in  all  stages  of  their  preparatory  studies,  can  at 
best  furnish  but  twenty  ministers  a  year.  In  the  second  place,  our 
present  increase,  even  if  continued,  would  not  furnish  a  supply 
equal  to  the  work  to  be  done  at  the  present  time  in  the  field  of  the 
harvest.  A  vast  amount  of  labour  is  undone  now  for  the  want  of 
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men  to  do  it ;  and  the  Church  would  need  more  labourers  than 
there  is  anv  prospect  of  speedily  obtaining,  even  to  make  up  the 
deficiencies  of  immediate  service.  In  the  third  place,  the  rapid 
development  of  providential  opportunities  is  a  caution  against  inter¬ 
mitting  scriptural  exertions.  In  an  age  like  this,  who  can  declare 
the  vast  amount  of  ministerial  strength  that  may  he  necessary  ten 
years  hence  ?  The  rate  of  increase  during  the  past  few  months  is 
encouraging  in  itself,  hut  it  is  very  far  from  being  adequate  to  the 
expanding  work  of  a  kingdom  that  is  to  pervade  all  nations.  In 
the  fourth  place,  let  it  he  remembered  that  an  increase  of  candi¬ 
dates,  in  order  to  he  available  for  the  present  and  future  wants  of 
the  Church,  must  he  steadily  progressive,  and  free  from  the  dis¬ 
advantages  of  a  single  year's  arrest  of  progress.  To  be  stationary 
at  all  is  relatively  to  go  backwards,  whilst  all  around  is  advancing. 
The  deficiency  of  a  single  year  may  result  in  great  evil.  Progress 
is  the  only  safe  condition  in  the  management  of  a  mighty  warfare. 

It  is,  therefore,  perfectly  evident  that,  instead  of  diminishing  our 
efforts  to  bring  young  men  into  the  service  of  God  in  the  Christian 
ministry,  it  is  our  duty  to  press  forward  for  far  greater  results. 
The  very  fact  of  our  comparative  success  during  the  past  year 
imposes  "new  obligations  to  labour  and  pray.  The  great  cause  of 
ministerial  education  ought  not  to  he  allowed  to  make  any  further 
retro  gradation,  so  far  as  human  instrumentalities  are  responsible 
for  its  prosperity. 

• 

In  the  present  condition  of  the  education  cause,  the  Board  ap¬ 
proach  the  work  of  another  year  with  an  unfeigned  sense  of  their 
solemn  responsibilities.  Whether  the  cause  shall  go  forward  or 
backward,  is  a  question  of  awful  moment.  The  Board  earnestly 
invoke  the  co-operation  of  the  General  Assembly,  of  Synods,  Pres¬ 
byteries,  Churches,  and  private  Christians.  And,  above  all,  they 
desire  to  conduct  their  operations  as  in  the  presence  of  I  Pul,  who 
11  ascended  np  on  high,  and  who  led  captivity  captive.  ±he  gifts 
of  men  are  blessings  of  His  grace.  He  is  u  head  over  all  things  to 
His  church,'  and  is  clad  with  the  insignia  of  universal  dominion. 
Confiding  in  His  love  and  power,  the  Board  would  fain  hope  that 
the  operations  of  the  next  year  may  be  greatly  more  successful 
than  of  this,  and  that  multitudes  of  young  men,  from  the  East  and 
the  South,  and  the  North  and  the  TV est,  may  be.  called  in  Piovi- 
dence  to  take  part  in  the  ministry  of  reconciliation  with  the  pre¬ 
parations  conferred  by  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
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SCHOOLS,  ACADEMIES,  AND  COLLEGES. 

Ministerial  education  requires,  as  the  best  conditions  of  its 
success,  a  thorough  religious  training  in  the  preparatory  course. 
Considered  simply  in  its  relations  to  the  ministry,  the  plan  of  our 
Church  to  multiply  under  its  own  care,  Christian  institutions  of 
learning,  is  deserving  of  earnest  and  persevering  effort.  Although 
the  aim  is  more  extensive  in  its  range  than  this,  the  fact  of  an  im¬ 
portant  connection  between  the  earlier  and  the  later  periods  of  edu¬ 
cation  gives  to  the  Agency  that  has  charge  of  one  department,  a 
peculiar  interest  in  the  other.  The  Board  are  happy  to  report  a 
good  degree  of  prosperity  in  the  department  of  Schools,  Academies, 
and  Colleges  under  Church  supervision. 

PRIMARY  OR  PAROCHIAL  SCHOOLS. 

The  duty  of  assiduously  inculcating  religion  into  the  minds  of 
children,  is  among  the  plainest  obligations  of  Christianity.  The 
Church  has  in  all  ages  maintained  her  right  to  establish  institutions 
under  her  own  supervision,  with  a  view  to  secure  this  great  object 
more  effectually.  She  claims  to  be  one  of  the  parties  interested 
in  the  work  of  education,  and  authorized  to  take  part  in  it  according 
to  her  own  views  of  the  times  and  circumstances. 

In  the  last  Annual  Report,  the  Board  of  Education  endeavoured 
to  explain  the  position  of  our  Church  on  this  important  subject, 
and  to  show  that  Church  schools  and  State  schools  were  entirely 
compatible,  and  need  not  essentially  interfere  with  each  other. 
Our  Church  has  never  taken  the  ground  to  withdraw  from  the 
public  schools.  Where  these  schools  teach  sufficient  religion,  there 
is  no  necessity  for  any  other  kind  of  schools.  It  is  only  in  the 
absence  of  adequate  religious  instruction,  that  the  General  Assembly 
has  recommended  the  establishment,  in  any  place,  of  a  Church 
school.  Two  conditions  explanatory  of  our  position  on  the  general 
question,  deserve  consideration. 

1.  In  the  first  place,  there  should  be  a  careful  examination  of 
the  local  circumstances  of  the  district.  Various  questions  arise  on 
this  point,  such  as,  whether  the  district  requires  another  school; 
whether  the  State  School  teaches  religion  ;  whether  the  educational 
interests  of  the  entire  community  would  be  endangered  by  a  deno- 
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minational  school ;  whether  a  new  school  could  he  successfully  sus¬ 
tained,  &c.  Such  questions  must  have  careful  consideration.  Each 
Church  must  judge  for  itself,  whether  it  is  desirable  to  establish  a 
school  for  the  better  religious  education  of  its  children. 

2.  In  the  second  place,  the  establishment  of  a  school  by  a 
Church,  does  not  imply  hostility  to  the  public  schools,  as  having  a 
great  mission  of  their  own.  The  public  system  may  be  on  the 
whole  a  great  advantage  to  the  country,  and,  although  not  fulfilling 
all  the  objects  of  education,  may  be  entitled  to  support  on  general 
considerations  of  the  public  good.  Some  of  the  most  devoted  advo¬ 
cates  of  State  schools  are  the  firmest  friends  of  Church  schools, 
and  vice  versa. 

Our  Church  is  bent  upon  no  measure  of  fanaticism.  Her  plan  of 
operations  is  religious  in  spirit,  conciliatory  in  its  tone,  and  co-ope¬ 
rative  in  its  measures.  Whilst  it  aims  at  supplying  a  want  which 
the  public  system  cannot  meet,  it  adheres  to  the  latter  as  an  im¬ 
portant  instrumentality  of  the  State,  whose  usefulness  may  be  still 
more  enlarged  by  improvements  and  modifications. 

In  our  Church  schools,  religion  should  occupy  its  true  place,  as 
an  element  of  all  sound  culture.  The  religious  part  of  the  instruc¬ 
tion  is  promoted  in  three  ways,  by  acts  of  worship,  formal  religious 
instruction,  and  Christian  government.  First,  by  acts  of  worship. 
Children  should  be  taught  to  recognize  God.  If  we  are  required  to 
do  all  for  His  glory,  whether  we  eat,  or  drink,  or  whatever  we  do, 
it  is  surely  right  to  introduce  divine  worship  into  the  school-room, 
and  to  invoke  God’s  blessing  upon  teacher  and  pupil.  Prayer  har¬ 
monizes  in  a  peculiar  manner  with  all  the  objects  and  the  responsi¬ 
bilities  of  education.  The  teacher  is  engaged  in  the  training  of 
immortal  minds,  and  possesses  facilities  for  giving  favourable  im¬ 
pressions  of  religion.  With  the  blessing  of  God  upon  his  labours, 
great  results  may  be  accomplished.  It  is  no  small  advantage  to 
children  to  be  educated  with  habits  of  divine  worship,  daily  in- 
wrought  into  the  thoughts  of  their  hearts  and  the  ways  of  their 
lives.  Daily  prayers  at  school,  uttered  in  simple,  unaffected,  genial 
language,  and  with  due  solemnity,  may  become  important  aids  in 
establishing  habits  of  reverence  for  religion,  and  cherishing  senti¬ 
ments  of  its  transcendent  worth.  The  reading  of  the  Bible  accom¬ 
panies  prayer,  as  an  act  of  worship.  The  word  of  God  leads  the 
thoughts  to  right  views  and  meditations,  and  is  an  interesting  part 
of  all  exercises  that  render  homage  to  the  Supreme  Being.  Singing 
is  wisely  and  properly  introduced  into  our  Church  schools.  No  ser¬ 
vice  is  more  winning  in  its  religious  tendency,  or  attended  "with 
happier  effects  on  the  mind  and  heart.  It  is  as  useful  in  giving 
variety  to  the  exercises  of  a  school,  as  it  is  attractive  as  a  religious 
act.  The  too  general  neglect  of  singing  in  many  of  our  congrega¬ 
tions,  is  a  strong  plea  for  more  attention  to  music  in  our  schools  and 
higher  institutions.  If  singing  be  kept  out  of  the  family  and  out  of 
the  school,  it  can  hardly  be  brought  into  the  Church.  One  of  the 
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reasons,  and  probably  the  chief  one,  for  the  prevalent  inattention  to 
singing  the  praises  of  God  in  our  congregations,  is  its  neglect  in  the 
family  circle ;  and  one  of  the  best  means  of  reviving  its  use  and  of 
promoting  its  better  cultivation,  is  to  make  it  one  of  the  regular 
branches  of  the  educational  course. 

Next  to  acts  of  worship,  in  giving  a  religious  character  to  schools, 
is  the  direct  inculcation  of  religious  truth.  The  Bible  must  not 
only  be  read  publicly  in  worship,  but  it  must  be  used  as  a  text¬ 
book  of  formal  instruction.  Its  true  place  is  not  as  a  reading  book 
from  which  to  learn  a  mere  art,  but  as  a  text-book  from  which  to 
acquire  divine  knowledge  and  wisdom.  Sacred  books  should  have 
sacred  associations ;  and  the  Bible  ought  not  to  be  turned  into  a 
Primer,  and  thus  lowered  to  a  mere  secular  study.  No  school  can 
be  of  the  right  character,  where  the  religious  training,  commenced 
in  the  family,  cannot  be  carried  on.  It  is  not  enough  merely  to 
read  a  few  verses  in  the  Bible  at  the  opening  of  a  school.  Such  a 
compromise  would  fail  to  secure  the  great  objects  of  religious  in¬ 
struction.  Divine  truth  has  claims  of  the  same  kind  as  the  branches 
of  secular  knowledge.  It  must  be  taught ;  it  must  be  lodged  in 
the  mind  by  study,  by  recitation,  by  repetition.  “  Line  upon  line, 
precept  upon  precept.”  At  least  one  daily  recitation  should  be 
strenuously  insisted  on,  as  the  lowest  demand  of  Christian  duty. 
In  addition  to  the  Bible,  the  Catechism  forms  a  part  of  our  school 
instruction ;  the  Catechism,  not  as  an  armory  of  sectarian  strife, 
but  as  a  Compend  of  biblical  truth  adapted  to  secure  an  intelli¬ 
gent  knowledge  of  the  plan  of  salvation.  The  Shorter  Catechism 
contains  no  ecclesiastical  peculiarities  of  Presbyterianism.  Its  con¬ 
tents  are  doctrinal  and  practical.  Although  beyond  the  range  of 
the  intellect  of  children  in  various  parts,  still,  like  the  rules  of 
grammar  and  arithmetic,  which  are  equally  incomprehensible,  if 
not  more  so,  these  doctrines  must  be  mastered  for  future  use.  It 
is  a  good  principle  to  teach  children  things  in  a  way  that  they  are 
not  required  to  unlearn  them,  when  they  grow  older.  The  answers 
of  the  Westminster  Catechism  present  Christian  doctrine  with  a 
precision  that  unfolds  its  meaning  with  the  growth  of  the  under¬ 
standing.  The  germ  which,  in  the  spring  of  life,  appeared  useless 
and  even  insignificant,  becomes  in  maturer  years,  like  the  cedar  of 
Lebanon,  stately  and  strong,  and  fit  for  use  in  building  the  temple 
of  God.  The  Bible  and  the  Catechism  are  books  which  have 
trained  up  many  souls  in  heavenly  wisdom,  and  which  have  made 
Presbyterians  intelligent  to  know,  energetic  to  do,  and  patient  to 
suffer,  in  the  things  pertaining  to  Christ  and  His  kingdom.  These 
books  are  not  merely  family  books,  and  Church  books,  they  are 
educational  books,  to  accompany  our  youth  through  all  the  stages 
of  public  instruction  from  the  primary  school  up  through  the  Aca¬ 
demy  and  College  into  the  Theological  Seminary. 

The  third  mode  of  securing  religious  ends  in  schools  is  by  a  reli¬ 
gious  administration.  The  government  and  discipline  of  a  school, 
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as  well  as  its  general  management,  should  be  based  on  Christian 
principles.  God  has  ordained  that  the  vital  power  of  personal  reli¬ 
gion  should  have  an  intimate  connection  with  its  propagation.  The 
teacher  himself  must  be  religious  in  order  to  impart  religious  in¬ 
struction  in  a  hopeful  manner.  The  atmosphere  of  Christian  life 
should  pervade  the  places  of  education.  The  highest .  style  of 
teacher  is  one,  clothed  upon  with  the  righteousness  of  Christ.  The 
outward  administration  must  conform  to  the  great  design  of  human 
training.  Government  and  discipline  must  illustrate  doctrine  and 
duty  ;  and  personal  example  be  not  only  winning  in  its  spirit,  but 
sacred  in  its  authority. 

These  are  the  views  and  principles,  which  our  parochial  schools 
are  endeavouring  to  carry  into  practice.  And  it  is  confidently 
believed  that  the  blessing  of  God  will  go  with  His  people  in  all 
earnest  and  wise  efforts  to  bring  up  their  children  in  His  nurture 

and  admonition.  .  . 

The  Church  has  the  deepest  interest  in  the  primary  training 
of  her  children.  The  idea  that  her  sons  and  daughters  may  be 
securely  left  to  any  sort  of  public  education  in  its  early  stages,  but 
that  when  they  enter  academies  and  colleges,  they  must  then  be 
placed  under  religious  influences,  has  no  warrant  in  reason,  scrip¬ 
ture,  or  Providence.  The  foundations  of  character  are  laid  \eiy 
early  in  life.  If  it  is  important  to  have  religious  colleges,  is  it  safe 
to  be  without  religious  schools  ?  So  it  may  seem  to  the  wisdom  of 
men ;  but  the  promise  of  God  is  to  the  training  of  the  child.  The 
law  of  early  process  being  established  in  truth  and  piety,  the  future 
becomes  by  divine  grace  subject  to  its  power ;  and  the  whole  edu¬ 
cational  course,  thus  imbued  with  the  religious  spirit,  has  hope  of 
the  blessing  of  God  and  of  the  commendation  of  Christian  men. 

The  Board  report  the  establishment  of  a  number  of  new  schools 
since  the  beginning  of  the  year  1853.  These  all  date  theii  oiigin 
to  the  munificent  offer  of  Five  Thousand  Dollars ,  from  one  of  the 
ruling  elders  of  the  Church,  to  be  spent  in  sustaining  parochial 
schools.  God  raises  up  friends  in  times  of  emergency.  The  Board 
regret  that  they  have  not  been  able  to  avail  themselves  of  the  dona¬ 
tion  to  its  full  extent,  inasmuch  as  the  calls  for  aid  did  not,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  adopted  scale  of  distribution,  exhaust  the  amount  offeied. 
The  donation  has  been  renewed  for  another  year,  with  the  hope  of 
the  donor  that  the  whole  sum  may  be  wisely  spent  in  promoting  the 
cause.  The  amount  of  aid,  usually  given  by  the  Board  to  any  one 
school  is  one  hundred  dollars.  The  fact  that  we  have  in  our  Church 
individual  members,  who  are  disposed  to  devote  so  large  a  sum  to 
Christian  education  under  ecclesiastical  supervision,  shows  that  the 
subject  is  regarded  with  deep  interest,  and  that  funds  in  abundance 
will  be  supplied.  Some  of  the  schools  are  remarkably  prosperous  \ 
and  report  hopeful  conversions  among  the  older  scholais. 
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PRESBYTERIAL  ACADEMIES. 

There  are  forty-seven  Presbyterial  Academies  in  operation. 
These  institutions  are  scattered  about  in  all  parts  of  the  country, 
and  are  doing  a  work  of  vital  importance  to  the  Church. 

The  two  points  which  require  the  constant  care  of  the  Presbyte¬ 
ries  are  first,  to  give  to  religion  its  due  prominence  in  the  course  of 
instruction;  and  secondly,  to  make  the  Academies  first-class  insti¬ 
tutions  in  all  the  departments  of  secular  study. 

The  main  object  in  establishing  these  institutions  is  to  secure 
thorough  religious  instruction  to  the  youth  of  the  Church,  according 
to  the  Presbyterian  standards.  Our  Church  has  never  undertaken 
to  erect  a  platform  on  which  errorists  may  occupy  an  unrebuked 
position ;  nor  has  she  ever  aimed  in  her  official  capacity  to  get  up  a 
comprehension  or  compromise  scheme,  to  include  all  evangelical 
denominations.  Our  maintenance  of  the  truth  professes  to  be 
founded  upon  the  love  of  it,  and  to  be  firm  and  conciliatory.  There 
is  as  little  sectarianism  in  our  standards  as  can  be  found  in  those  of 
any  denomination.  But  what  our  Church  believes  to  be  true,  she 
does  not  hesitate  to  teach  to  be  true.  The  Bible  being  the  great 
text-book  of  faith  and  practice,  is  the  basis  of  all  religious  instruc¬ 
tion,  at  home,  in  the  school,  and  in  the  Church.  Our  Presbyterial 
Academies  should  make  much  of  the  Bible  and  of  the  studies  which 
naturally  centre  around  it.  A  regular  course  of  Biblical  instruc¬ 
tion  is  of  the  highest  importance  in  forming  right  Christian  gha- 
racter,  and  in  anticipating  the  suggestions  of  error,  so  common  to 
the  natural  heart  in  all  periods  of  life.  No  student  ought  to  pass 
through  a  regular  Academical  training  without  obtaining  a  good 
knowledge  of  Biblical  history  and  doctrine.  Nor  can  this  know¬ 
ledge  be  obtained  without  systematic  study.  The  religious  part  of 
a  liberal  course  of  education  has  claims  to  a  place  in  the  regular 
course  of  Academical  studies.  One  recitation  daily  is  demanded  by 
the  importance  of  this  branch  of  human  knowledge. 

The  Board  venture  to  suggest  the  importance  of  paying  more  at¬ 
tention  to  studies  in  the  Old  Testament,  a  portion  of  the  divine  word 
too  apt  to  be  depreciated,  and  yet  one  eminently  suited  to  the  moral 
and  religious  instruction  of  the  young.  If  God,  in  his  all-wise  pro¬ 
vidence,  adopted  the  plan  of  gradually  unfolding  his  purposes  of 
mercy,  and  took  4000  years  to  train  the  world  into  the  expectation 
of  the  Messiah,  the  study  of  this  plan,  as  developed  in  the  history 
and  in  the  moral  and  ceremonial  observances  of  the  Old  Testament, 
must  necessarily  possess  an  important  influence  in  enlightening  and 
impressing  the  human  mind,  in  every  age  on  the  subject  of  Redemp¬ 
tion.  As  a  portion  of  the  inspired  record,  the  Old  Testament  can¬ 
not  be  neglected  with  impunity.  But  its  special  adaptation  to  the 
young  consists  in  its  elementary  character,  as  related  to  the  succeed¬ 
ing  portions  of  revelation.  The  celebrated  Dr.  Gordon  of  Edin- 
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burgh,  gives  the  following  testimony  to  the  use  of  Old  Testament 
studies  in  the  religious  training  of  the  young : — 

u  I  think  the  simple  and  elementary  truths  of  Christianity  are  to  be  best  learned 
from  the  Old  Testament.  And  I  cannot  help  taking  this  opportunity  of  drawing 
attention  to  the  great  use  which  may  be  made  of  that  book  in  the  instruction  of 
the  young.  None  who  have  been  seriously  engaged  in  the  religious  tuition  of 
children, 'and  have  really  been  anxious  to  convey  clear  and  distinct  ideas  on  the 
subject  of  their  teaching,  can  have  failed  to  experience  the  difficulty  of  making 
themselves  understood,  while  stating  and  endeavouring  to  explain  even  the  sim¬ 
plest  truths,  when  presented  in  an  abstract  form — I  mean,  as  they  are  put  down 
even  in  that  unrivalled  of  human  works,  our  Shorter  Catechism.  At  least  such 
is  my  own  experience.  But  I  can  also  state,  as  a  matter  of  experience  too,  that 
as  often  as  in  such  cases  I  betook  myself  to  the  Old  Testament  for  help,  it  never 
failed  me.  It  furnished  illustrations  so  simple  and  so  abundant,  that  there  was 
no  longer  any  difficulty  in  speaking  intelligibly,  and  seldom  an  instance  in  which 
these  illustrations  failed  to  arrest  attention  and  to  awaken  interest.  Those  who 
are  conversant  with  the  New  Testament  will  find  the  gospel  everywhere  in  the 
Old,  and  that,  in  connection  with  such  narratives,  such  incidents,  such  manifesta¬ 
tions  of  character,  as  have  a  peculiar  charm  for  the  youthful  mind,  and  a  peculiar 
power  for  laying  hold  of  the  youthful  memory. 

These  views  deserve  the  attentive  consideration  of  all  Christian 
educationists.  In  our  Academies,  the  youth  are  expected  to  be 
sufficiently  advanced  in  their  studies  to  enter  with  profit  upon  a  re¬ 
gular  and  full  course  of  Biblical  instruction.  The  Catechism  will 
also  occupy  its  due  share  of  attention,  and  other  parts  of  our 
doctrinal  standards,  be  introduced  according  to  the  age  and  capa¬ 
city  of  the  pupil.  Singing  should  also  be  regularly  taught  in  all 
our  Academies. 

The  Board  believe  that  the  success  of  our  educational  movement 
greatly  depends  upon  keeping  steadily  in  view  the  great  object 
which  led  to  its  adoption,  viz.,  the  systematic  inculcation  of  religion 
upon  the  minds,  and  hearts,  and  consciences  of  the  young. 

2.  Our  Presbyterial  Academies  must  also  aim  at  adopting  and 
maintaining  a  high  standard  of  education  in  all  the  secular 
branches  of  study.  Religion  demands  the  homage  of  the  most 
thorough  intellectual  development ;  and  the  true  companionship  of 
Biblical  instruction  is  general  scholarship  of  the  highest  attainable 
order.  It  is  commonly  admitted  that  the  educational  tendency  in 
our  country  is  rather  towards  the  superficial  than  the  substantial 
and  solid.  This  tendency  the  Church  should  endeavour  to  resist  and 
correct.  Our  Presbyterial  institutions  will  fail  in  their  true  purpose 
if  they  do  not  establish  themselves  upon  the  old  foundations  of 
thorough  instruction  and  discipline.  Parade  and  showT  do  not 
belong,  of  right,  to  Presbyterianism.  Our  institutions  should  aim 
at  having  the  best  teachers,  the  most  substantial  course  of  studies, 
and  the  most  excellent  system  of  government..  The  character  of 
our  Church  is  concerned  in  elevating  the  literary  rank  of  the 
academies  of  the  country.  There  is  in  general  much  confidence 
throughout  the  community  in  Presbyterians  as  educators ;  and  it  is 
all  important  for  us  to  maintain  this  reputation  at  the  present  day. 
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No  other  than  first  class  academies  can  fulfil  the  objects  of  the 
present  movement.  If  we  allow  them  to  sink  clown  to  the  level  of 
common  or  inferior  institutions,  they  will  forfeit  the  favour  of  the 
community,  and  injure  the  whole  scheme  of  education  which  is  de¬ 
pending  upon  their  success. 

The  Board,  therefore,  would  urgently  suggest  to  the  different 
Presbyteries  the  necessity  of  paying  special  and  unremitting  at¬ 
tention  to  the  two  points  of  giving  a  prominence  to  religious  in¬ 
struction,  and  of  securing  a  high  literary  character  to  the  institu¬ 
tions  under  their  care. 

The  Board  are  happy  to  report  to  the  Assembly  an  encouraging 
state  of  things  in  regard  to  religion,  in  many  of  the  Presbvterial 
Academies.  The  Geneseo  Academy,  in  which  there  was  much  reli¬ 
gious  interest  during  the  preceding  year,  has  been  again  favoured 
with  a  gracious  visitation  of  the  Spirit.  Twelve  of  its  pupils  profess 
to  have  met  with  a  change  of  heart.  The  Witherspoon  Institute, 
at  Butler,  Pa.,  has  reported  an  addition  of  five  to  the  Church  from 
the  roll  of  its  students.  The  Waveland  Academy,  Indiana,  enjoyed 
a  most  precious  season  of  refreshing  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord, 
in  which  almost  all  the  students  were  led  to  take  an  interest  in  re¬ 
ligion,  and  give  themselves  up  to  the  Lord.  The  following  is  an 
account  of  the  revival  in  this  institution : — 

I  write  to  let  yon  know  that  God  is  doing  great  things  for  us.  This  day  is  set 
apart  for  prayer  and  fasting  for  colleges  and  literary  institutions  ;  but  with  us  it 
is  already  a  day  of  rejoicing,  as  well  as  of  prayer.  There  has  been  a  revival 
going  on  here  for  the  last  two  weeks,  which  has  wrought  a  wonderful  change  in 
our  academy  ;  and  we  hope,  from  the  character  of  many  of  the  young  men,  the 
Church  will  feel  the  benefits  of  it  in  a  powerful  degree  hereafter.  We  have  had 
some  seventy-five  students  this  term,  and  nearly  two  hundred  during  the  winter. 
From  the  fact  that  many  of  our  leading  young  men  were  out  teaching,  we  had 
but  few  comparatively  who  were  professors  of  religion,  that  is,  ten  days  since ; 
but  now,  through  the  grace  of  God,  there  are  between  forty  and  fifty  in  the  insti¬ 
tution  who  are  hopefully  converted.  The  work  was  somewhat  peculiar — and  there 
was  very  little  animal  excitement,  considering  that  there  were  so  many  young 
persons — y  et  deep  and  powerful. 

I  have  not  time  to  give  you  the  particulars,  but  suffice  it  to  say,  that  near 
sixty  have  been  received  in  our  church,  and  forty  in  the  Methodist  Church.  About 
forty  of  our  students,  in  the  last  two  weeks,  have  made  a  profession.  What  a  re¬ 
sponsibility  rests  on  us  to  cherish  these  lambs.  I  think  you  will  hear  from  us  in 

the  way  of  many  ministerial  students  ere  lone;.  Yours  in  Christ, 

****** 


The  Academy  of  Palmyra  Presbytery,  Mo.,  reports  the  con¬ 
version  of  eighteen  of  its  pupils  during  the  last  two  years.  Other 
academies  mention  smaller  numbers.  From  many  of  the  Academies 
no  reports  have  been  received ;  but,  from  all  the  sources  of  infor- 
tion  within  the  reach  of  the  Board,  they  estimate  the  average 
number  of  hopeful  conversions  at  about  three  to  each  institu¬ 
tion,  which  is  not  very  far  from  the  average  additions  made  to  the 
churches  in  our  connection. 

These  academies  also  contain  a  considerable  number  of  young 
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men  who  have  the  ministry  in  view.  The  Geneseo  Academy  con¬ 
tains  eleven.  It  must  be  obvious  that  the  original  objects  of  the 
Board  of  Education  are  closely  identified  with  the  prosperity  of 
these  and  similar  institutions. 

The  Board  here  beg  leave  to  refer  to  a  point  of  great  interest 
and  importance.  It  has  been  sometimes  asked,  Why  should  Presby¬ 
teries  establish  Academies  in  opposition  to  existing  Academies  under 
private  Presbyterian  management  ?  The  idea  of  opposition  is  an 
assumption  that  has  never  been  admitted.  The  true  rule  is,  that 
where  existing  academies  are  sufficiently  religious  in  their  character, 
and  sufficiently  numerous,  the  educational  wants  of  the  community 
are  met.  The  interposition  of  the  Presbytery  is  only  required  when 
other  agencies  have  failed  to  secure  the  desired  end.  The  circum¬ 
stances  of  each  case  are  best  known  to  the  body  itself.  There  may 
be  advantages  in  establishing  a  Presbyterial  Academy,  even  when 
there  are  other  academies  in  the  same  Presbytery,  for  the  purpose 
of  assisting  in  supplying  the  wants  of  the  community,  if  not  sup¬ 
plied,  and  of  keeping  up  the  standard  of  Christian  education. 
Whilst  the  Board  believe  that  the  best  plan  would  be  to  have  every 
Presbytery  establish  an  Academy  of  its  own  (except  where  none  is 
clearly  needed),  the  object  should  be  co-operation  with  all  other  in¬ 
stitutions  in  the  great  work  of  the  religious  training  of  our  youth. 


THE  ASHMUN  INSTITUTE. 

Since  the  meeting  of  the  last  General  Assembly,  the  Presbytery 
of  Newcastle  have  taken  action  on  the  subject  of  establishing  an 
African  Academy.  The  object  is  the  general  good  of  that  interest¬ 
ing  class  of  our  population,  with  a  special  reference  to  the  cause  of 
African  colonization. 

The  Presbytery  have  secured  an  eligible  site,  obtained  a  charter 
from  Pennsylvania,  have  appointed  an  agent  to  collect  funds,  expect 
to  erect  suitable  buildings  on  a  moderate  scale  without  delay,  and 
have  taken  some  steps  to  secure  an  excellent  teacher.  This  impor¬ 
tant  enterprise,  therefore,  bids  fair  to  accomplish  its  purposes,  under 
the  smiles  of  Providence. 

The  circular  of  the  Presbytery  is  herewith  submitted.  It  will 
be  seen  that  the  Presbytery  of  Newcastle  have  taken  active  mea¬ 
sures  to  commence  operations.  The  important  work  in  which  they 
are  engaged  will  not  fail  to  elicit  much  public  interest. 

THE  ASHMUN  INSTITUTE. 

At  a  Stated  Meeting  of  the  Presbytery  of  Newcastle,  held  on 
the  5th  of  October,  1853,  the  following  paper,  after  discussion,  was 
adopted  without  a  dissenting  voice : 
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Considering  the  many  Christian  congregations  of  coloured  people 
in  this  country  which  are  unable  to  secure  educated  ministers  of 
their  own  colour ;  considering  the  communities  of  such  people  in 
many  parts  who  need  educated  men  amongst  them  to  fill  the  place 
of  teachers  and  other  responsible  situations ;  considering  the  wants 
of  Liberia,  and  the  importance  to  its  present  and  future  welfare  of 
having  suitably  qualified  men  to  fill  its  offices  and  posts  of  authority, 
instruction,  and  influence  ;  considering  the  vast  missionary  work  yet 
to  be  done  in  Africa,  and  to  be  mainly  done  by  persons  of  African 
descent ;  considering  how  extremely  difficult  it  is  for  coloured  youth 
to  obtain  a  liberal  education  in  this  land,  arising  from  the  want  of 
schools  for  that  purpose,  and  their  exclusion  from  all  the  regular 
institutions  of  learning  of  a  higher  grade  ;  considering  the  strong 
recommendation  to  that  effect  from  our  Board  of  Education,  and  its 
full  endorsement  by  the  General  Assembly  of  our  Church ;  and  con¬ 
sidering  the  favourable  indications  of  Providence  at  this  time  appa¬ 
rently  calling  us  to  such  a  work  : 

This  Presbytery,  trusting  in  God,  and,  under  Him,  depending  on 
the  Christian  liberality  of  the  friends  of  the  African  race  through¬ 
out  our  country,  do  determine  as  follows: 

1.  There  shall  be  established  within  our  bounds,  and  under  our 
supervision,  an  Institution,  to  be  called  the  Ashmun  Institute,  for 
the  Scientific,  Classical,  and  Theological  education  of  coloured  youth 
of  the  male  sex. 

2.  That  J.  M.  Dickey,  A.  Hamilton,  R.  P.  DuBois,  ministers, 
and  Samuel  J.  Dickey  and  John  M.  Kelton,  ruling  elders,  be  a 
Committee  to  whom  shall  be  intrusted  the  temporary  charge  of  this 
undertaking.  It  shall  be  their  duty  to  collect  funds  for  the  same, 
and  to  appoint  a  treasurer  to  hold  such  funds  and  pay  them  out  on 
their  order,  the  expense  of  collecting  to  be  borne  out  of  the  money 
collected.  It  shall  be  their  duty  to  select  a  suitable  site  for  the 
buildings,  and,  whenever  a  sufficient  sum  shall  have  been  collected, 
to  commence  the  erection  of  plain  and  convenient  edifices  for  the 
purposes  intended.  It  shall  also  be  their  duty  to  take  immediate 
steps  to  procure  a  suitable  charter  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
by  which  the  property  may  be  lawfully  held  and  managed  by  nine 
Trustees,  to  be  elected  from  time  to  time  by  this  Presbytery,  to 
which  Board,  when  duly  organized,  the  Committee  aforesaid  shall 
surrender  all  their  powers,  as  well  as  the  money  and  other  property 
belonging  to  the  institution. 

3.  The  Board  of  Trustees  named  in  the  charter  shall  consist  of 
the  following  persons,  viz. :  J.  M.  Dickey,  Alfred  Hamilton, 
Robert  P.  DuBois,  James  Latta,  John  B.  Spotswood,  James  M. 
Crowell,  ministers,  and  Samuel  J.  Dickey,  John  M.  Kelton, 
Esqs.,  and  William  Wilson,  ruling  elders.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of 
this  Board,  under  general  instructions  from  this  Presbytery,  to  put 
up  suitable  buildings  and  improvements,  as  they  may  have  the  neces¬ 
sary  means,  in  no  case  ever  involving  this  Presbytery  in  pecuniary 
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obligations.  They  shall  appoint  the  teachers  and  professors,  and 
name  their  salaries ;  they  shall  establish  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  government  of  the  institution;  they  shall  have  authority  to 
procure  its  endowment,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  §100,000;  and, 
when  required  by  this  Presbytery,  they  shall  report  to  it  the  state 
of  the  Institution,  the  state  of  the  funds,  and  all  interests  com¬ 
mitted  to  their  trust. 

On  the  fourteenth  of  November  following,  this  Committee,  having 
met  and  elected  their  officers,  did  agree  to  purchase  a  certain  pro¬ 
perty,  containing  about  thirty  acres,  for  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars;  they  appointed  a  sub-committee  to  draw  up  a 
copy  of  the  charter,  and  procure  its  enactment  by  the  Legislature 
of  Pennsylvania;  they  appointed  some  of  their  own  members  to 
visit  certain  cities  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  funds  and  otherwise 
promoting  the  interests  of  the  Institute ;  instructed  their  chairman 
to  open  a  correspondence  with  a  minister  of  our  Church,  well  known, 
and  highly  qualified  for  the  work,  with  a  view  to  procure  his  services 
in  raising  money  for  its  erection  and  endowment ;  and  made  arrange¬ 
ments  for  issuing  this  Circular. 

To  these  items  of  information  we  would  add  a  few  words  by  way 
of  address  to  the  Christian  public.  It  is  well  known  that  the  climate 
of  Africa  is  unfavourable  to  the  white  race,  and  as  God  in  his  provi¬ 
dence  has  put  under  our  hands  near  four  millions  of  coloured  persons, 
who  cannot  find  this  difficulty  to  the  same  extent,  may  we  not  ask 
you  whether  it  is  not  our  duty  to  use  all  possible  means  to  bring 
forward  of  their  number,  as  far  as  it  may  be  necessary,  to  take  a 
part  in  this  work  of  preaching  the  gospel  in  that  dark  land  ?  Is 
not  our  coloured  population  to  be  brought  into  the  Church  and  king¬ 
dom  of  God  ?  And  if  so,  how  are  they  to  be  employed  in  labour  for 
the  conversion  of  the  world  ?  If  there  be  a  place  for  them  in  which 
thus  to  labour,  is  it  not  in  Africa  ?  And  may  we  not  be  (though 
in  the  spirit  of  self-sacrifice)  supplanting  them  in  their  birth-right 
inheritance,  the  work  of  missions  in  their  father-land  ?  But  they 
must  be  prepared  for  the  work,  they  must  be  prepared  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  they  must  be  prepared  by  white  men,  and  they  must  be  pre¬ 
pared  mainly  at  the  expense  of  white  men.  These  points  we  need 
not  argue.  If  white  men  are  to  be  their  teachers,  they  must  live 
here,  and  here  are  the  means  of  support  and  proper  oversight  while 
they  are  engaged  in  this  preparation. 

There  is  a  second  view  of  the  subject,  almost  as  important  as  the 
first — the  providing  of  preachers  and  teachers  for  the  coloured  popu¬ 
lation  in  our  country,  especially  in  the  free  States.  Causes  have 
operated  for  years  past,  and  not  likely  to  cease,  to  separate  between 
the  two  races ;  leading  to  separate  assemblies  for  the  worship  of  God. 
Within  the  territory  covered  by  our  own  Presbytery,  viz. :  Chester 
County  in  Pennsylvania,  Cecil  County  in  Maryland,  and  Newcastle 
County  in  Delaware,  there  are  forty-two  places  of  worship  exclusively 
occupied  by  coloured  persons,  having  their  own  preachers,  and  we 
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know  of  no  one  among  them  properly  qualified,  as  we  view  the  gospel 
ministry,  to  teach  them  from  the  Word  of  God.  Amid  such  strug¬ 
gles  as  we  witness  for  the  erection  of  Theological  Seminaries,  hav¬ 
ing  already  what  some  suppose  ample  accommodations  for  our  can¬ 
didates  for  the  ministry,  might  we  not  profitably  direct  some  part 
of  the  funds  toward  the  endowment  of  the  Asiimun  Institute,  as 
a  Mission-School  for  Africa,  and  to  prepare  pastors  for  their  own 
people,  in  the  free  States  at  home?  From  the  last  report  of  the 
Board  of  Missions  we  learn  that  but  one  church  of  coloured  people 
was  aided  from  their  funds  during  the  past  year,  while  great  sym¬ 
pathy  is  expressed  for  the  destitution  of  this  class  of  persons. 

The  site  selected  for  the  School  is  a  pleasant  and  eligible  one,  in 
Chester  County,  Pa.,  at  a  place  called  Hinsonville,  where  some  fami¬ 
lies  of  coloured  persons  have  for  a  number  of  years  resided,  being 
owners  of  small  tracts  of  land.  It  lies  in  a  central  position  to  the 
three  Presbyterian  congregations  of  New  London,  Fagg’s  Manor, 
and  Oxford.  No  prejudice  can  now  exist  against  the  location  of  the 
School  in  this  place,  and  the  surrounding  influence  would  prevent 
such  interference  as  would  be  fatal  to  all  hopes  of  success.  A 
Principal  has  been  selected,  and  will  no  doubt  be  appointed  by  the 
Presbytery,  eminently  qualified  to  conduct  the  Institution,  whose 
mind  has  been  drawn  toward  the  work  of  missions  in  Africa,  but 
who  will  remain  at  home,  we  trust,  and  send  out  many  from  under 
his  teaching  to  occupy  his  place  there. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  say  that  with  many  good  wishes  and  pro¬ 
mises  of  co-operation  from  different  parts  of  our  Church,  and  the 
most  hearty  endorsement  by  our  Board  of  Education  and  the  last 
General  Assembly,  and  also  with  the  blessings  of  our  Divine  Master, 
we  feel  that  we  may  hope  for  success.  And  may  we  not  confidently 
appeal  to  you,  beloved  Pastors  and  Members  of  our  Church,  and 
wTell-wishers  to  the  African  race,  to  extend  to  us  your  sympathy 
and  prayers,  and  grant  to  us  that  pecuniary  aid  which  you  may 
spare,  and  without  which  all  our  desires  and  all  our  efforts  must 
prove  unavailing  ? 

The  Post  Office  address  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  is  as 
follows : 

John  M.  Dickey,  Oxford,  Pa. 

Alfred  Hamilton,  Cochranville,  Pa. 

Robert  P.  DuBois,  New  London,  Pa. 

John  M.  Kelton,  West  Grove,  Pa. 

Samuel  J.  Dickey,  Treasurer ,  Hopewell  Cotton  Works,  Pa. 

The  following  short  statement  has  been  received  from  the  Rev. 
John  M.  Dickey,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  appointed  by  the 
Presbytery  of  Newcastle,  to  superintend  the  general  interests  of 
the  enterprise. 
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Dear  Brother : 

I  received  a  letter  from  Rev.  Mr.  Hamilton,  with  a  request  that  I  would  send 
you  a  report  of  the  Ashmun  Institute,  for  the  Assembly.  At  the  earliest  moment 
I  reply,  stating  briefly  that  we  have  secured  the  land,  a  beautiful  hill  of  thirty 
acres,  from  which  we  can  overlook  on  one  side  at  the  distance  of  four  miles  the 
region  where  the  old  Academy  of  the  Philadelphia  Synod  (I  think)  taught  by 
Mr.  Allison  was  located  in,  say  1740 — now  New  London.  On  another  side,  the 
region,  four  miles  off,  where  Dr.  Blair  had  his  institution  at  Fagg’s  Manor,  and 
four  miles  to  the  west  the  old  settlement  of  Scotch  Seceders  in  Oxford.  2d.  We 
have  secured  a  very  liberal  charter,  with  every  indication  of  kind  feeling  from 
our  Legislature ;  and  a  good  prospect  that  when  other  institutions  of  learning 
receive  benefactions  from  the  State,  this  will  not  be  forgotten.  3d.  We  have 
obtained  a  hearing  in  some  churches,  and  everywhere  with  the  best  prospect  of 
i  success.  Dr.  Adamson  is  our  only  agent  as  yet  in  the  field  (with  the  exception 
of  Mr.  E.  Mackay  a  few  days  around  Princeton),  and  he  has  been  very  favourably 
received.  A.  G.  Phelps  promises  him  $500  as  a  commencement.  He  spoke  at 
a  small  meeting  of  the  Grand  Street  Church,  and  they  pledged  $500.  His  time 
has  been  mostly  occupied  in  preparing  the  way  for  operations  by  giving  informa¬ 
tion.  He  says  (which  we  know  from  observation),  that  the  public  receive  with 
interest  information  concerning  Africa  ;  and  from  his  opportunity  of  twenty  years 
there  he  will  no  doubt  command  attention.  He  will  be  at  Buffalo,  and  means 
are  taken  to  get  him  a  hearing  in  one  of  the  churches  there.  Nowhere  did  they 
give  him  a  warmer  reception  than  before  the  Third  (N.  S.)  Presbytery  of  New 
York.  4th.  Rev.  D.  Wilson  is  coming  home  from  the  Alexander  High  School 
in  Liberia,  and  it  is  said  will  not  return;  showing  the  greater  necessity  for  the 
Ashmun  Institute. 

Mr.  Mackay  will  be  out  during  the  summer  and  we  will  put  under  contract 
three  houses,  viz.,  two  professors’  houses,  and  a  centre  building  as  a  boarding¬ 
house  and  school-room  to  be  finished  in  eighteen  months,  hoping  to  be  in  funds 
as  they  progress,  and  we  do  not  fear  that  the  churches  will  fail  us.  Now  can  we 
doubt  that  the  light  beginning  to  be  kindled  on  this  hill-top,  will  not  shine  as  far 
and  light  as  many  on  the  two  continents  to  a  world  of  bliss  as  the  two  institu¬ 
tions  which  have  so  long  been  established  between  which  it  is  placed  ? 

Making  apology  for  inability  to  rewrite  this  report,  and  thankful  for  your  in¬ 
terest  that  asks  for  it,  Very  respectfully  yours,  &c., 

John  M.  Dickey. 


COLLEGES. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  has  now  under  its  own  ecclesiastical 
supervision  sixteen  colleges.  Of  these,  nine  may  be  considered  as 
well  established,  whilst  six  are  of  recent  origin,  and  are  just  orga¬ 
nizing  collegiate  classes  out  of  their  preparatory  departments.  In 
addition  to  these  sixteen,  charters  have  been  obtained  for  two 
others,  which  are  expected  to  go  into  operation  at  no  distant  day. 
A  very  decided  and  important  improvement  has  taken  place  during 
the  year  in  the  prosperity  of  the  collegiate  department  of  our  Church. 
The  Board  will  first  give  a  general  view  of  the  state  of  the  col¬ 
leges  under  the  care  of  the  Synods  of  the  Church,  and  then  make 
some  general  remarks  on  the  policy  of  the  Church  towards  colleges 
managed  by  private  corporations. 

(1.)  LAFAYETTE  COLLEGE. 

The  endowment  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  has  been  com- 
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pleted,  and  an  effort  is  now  made  to  raise  fifty  thousand  dollars 
additional.  Out  of  this  sum,  various  necessary  contingent  expenses 
are  to  be  paid.  The  position  this  college  has  attained  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Synod  of  Philadelphia  is  a  strong  plea  in  favour  of 
Synodical  supervision.  The  number  of  students  last  year  pursuing 
the  studies  of  the  collegiate  course  was  about  eighty ;  and  a  con¬ 
siderable  increase  is  anticipated  at  the  commencement  of  the  next 
term. 


(2.)  DAVIDSON  COLLEGE,  N.  C. 

No  definite  information  has  been  received  in  regard  to  the  state 
of  Davidson  College.  The  endowment  is  believed  to  have  been  ac¬ 
complished,  and  the  College  to  be  in  a  condition  of  general  pros¬ 
perity. 

(3.)  OGLETHORPE  UNIVERSITY,  GA. 

Oglethorpe  University  enjoyed  during  the  year  another  season  of 
refreshing  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord.  A  number  of  its  students 
were  brought  to  a  hopeful  knowledge  of  the  truth,  and  more  than 
one  half  of  the  whole  number  in  the  classes  are  professors  of  reli¬ 
gion.  A  good  proportion  of  these  expect  to  study  for  the  ministry. 

The  funds  of  Oglethorpe  University  are  not  in  so  good  a  condition 
as  the  importance  of  the  institution  demands.  No  college  has  won 
higher  claims  to  the  right  of  a  complete  endowment. 

(4.)  AUSTIN  COLLEGE,  TEXAS. 

During  the  year,  the  Rev.  Dr.  M’Kinney  resigned  the  office  of 
President  of  Austin  College,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Daniel  Baker  was 
elected  in  his  place.  The  faculty  now  consists  of  Rev.  Dr.  Baker, 
President ;  Rev.  A.  E.  Thom,  Professor  of  Mathematics  and 
Natural  Sciences ;  Rev.  N.  A.  Penland,  Professor  of  Ancient  and 
Modern  Languages;  and  Rev.  W.  C.  Somerville,  Adjunct  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Languages.  The  following  extracts  are  from  a  letter  re¬ 
ceived  from  Dr.  Baker  : — 

“The  Synod  of  Texas  met  in  Huntsville,  on  the  8th  of  April.  Very  pleasant 
was  it  to  the  brethren,  coming  from  remote  parts  of  that  widely-extended  state, 
to  meet  together,  especially  as  the  two  preceding  appointments  for  the  meeting 
of  that  judicatory  had  proved  failures.  And  another  thing  which  added  greatly 
to  the  interest  of  the  occasion  was,  that  the  Synod  held  its  sessions  in  the  library 
room  of  Austin  College!  Our  own  loved  and  flourishing  institution.  When  the 
report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  was  read,  in  open  Synod,  it  was  heard  with  great 
interest,  and  much  pleasure,  for  it  was  of  a  most  cheering  character.  In  the 
Report,  it  was  stated,  that  the  spacious  and  beautiful  edifice  in  which  the  Synod 
were  assembled,  was  completed,  at  a  cost  of  some  sixteen  thousand  dollars , — that 
the  institution  had  a  President  and  three  Professors,  all  at  their  posts ;  a  fine  Library, 
a  splendid  apparatus,  a  beautiful  cabinet  of  curiosities,  a  roll  of  more  than  eighty 
students,  all  the  collegiate  classes  formed,  and  landed  and  other  property,  amount¬ 
ing  to  some  forty-four  thousand  dollars,  and  to  crown  the  matter,  no  financial 
embarrassments  ! — no  debt,  but  what  was  amply  provided  for.  In  winding  up,  the 
report  recommended  that  measures  be  taken  to  endow  at  least  one  Professorship. 
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The  impression  made  upon  the  Synod  by  the  reading  of  the  report,  was  delightful. 
Another  thing  which  increased  the  general  interest,  was  this.  By  invitation  of 
the  Faculty,  many  members  of  the  Synod  attended,  in  the  college  chapel ,  the  per¬ 
formances  of  the  young  men  of  the  institution,  who  greatly  distinguished  them¬ 
selves  on  the  occasion.  Moreover,  the  brethren  of  the  Synod,  besides  examining 
the  apparatus,  and  cabinet  of  curiosities,  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  one  or  two 
lectures  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thom,  who,  with  great  credit  to  himself,  fills  the  chair 
of  Mathematics  and  the  Natural  Sciences.  His  experiments  were,  to  some,  particu¬ 
larly  interesting.  But  not  to  enlarge,  I  am  free  to  say  that,  upon  the  whole,  the 
impression  made  upon  the  Synod  was  most  happy.  You  may  judge  of  the  feeling 
which  prevailed,  from  the  following  incidents.  One  member  remarked  that  he  had 
heard  of  Austin  College,  and  supposed  that  something  had  here  been  done  ;  but 
he  had  no  idea  of  seeing  and  hearing  what  he  had  seen  and  heard.  ‘  Why, 
Moderator,’  said  he,  ‘  this  institution  would  do  honour  to  any  of  the  older  states  ! 
And  ’  continued  he,  1 1  will  be  one  of  one  hundred  to  give  two  hundred  dollars 
(making  in  all  $20,000),  to  endow  the  “Baker  Professorship  of  Mathematics.”  ’ 
Upon  this,  another  arose,  and,  after  expressing  his  feelings  of  admiration  at  what 
he  had  seen  and  heard,  gave  in  his  name.  Subsequently,  by  little  effort  of  the 
atrent,  twelve  additional  names  were  added,  on  the  condition  that  the  endow¬ 
ment  be  secured  by  the  first  of  January  next.  Believe  me  when  I  say  the  feel- 
ino-s  which  seemed  to  pervade  the  whole  Synod  were  delightful !  Tears  were 
shed ;  and,  under  the  influence  of  strong  emotion,  a  member  of  the  Synod  pro¬ 
posed,  that  1  Synod  return  thanks  to  Almighty  God  for  the  signal  prosperity  which 
has  crowned  this  noble  enterprise.’  The  motion  being  carried  by  a  unanimous 
vote,  the  venerable  and  much-beloved  brother,  Hugh  Wilson,  an  old  Texan,  was 
called  upon  to  lead  in  this  act  of  worship.  This  good  man,  in  appropriate  lan¬ 
guage,  poured  out  the  warm  feelings  of  a  grateful  and  pious  heart. 

^  “Shortly  after  this  act  of  humble  and  grateful  acknowledgement,  a  new  Presby¬ 
tery  was  formed,  out  of  the  old  Brazos  Presbytery.  The  brethren,  thus  set  off, 
retired  into  another  room  in  the  college  edifice,  and  as  soon  as  Brother  Wilson, 
as  Moderator  (the  same  beloved  brother)  had  offered  up  the  constituting  prayer, 
the  first  thing  after,  under  the  influence  of  strong  emotion,  said  he,  j  Brethren,  let 
us  vote  Austin  College  five  hundred  dollars.’  This  motion,  received  with  en¬ 
thusiasm,  was  carried  by  acclamation  !  This  shows  the  estimation  in  which  this 
infant  college,  so  kindly  aided  by  the  Board  of  Education  of  our  Church,  is  held 

by  those  who,  being  present,  are  competent  judges. 

“  The  first  commencement  of  our  college  is  to  take  place  on  the  last  Wednesday 
in  June  next.  If  I  mistake  not,  it  will  mark  a  new  era  in  the  histoiy  of  Xexas. 
The  young  gentlemen  who  compose  this  first  graduating  c  lass  .  are  few  in 
number,  but  in  scholarship  and  elocution  would,  I  am  sure,  do  credit  to  any  in¬ 
stitution  in  our  land.  IV e  have  two  literary  societies  formed  in  the  College, 

‘  The  Clay  Union,’  and  the  ‘  Philomathean.’  At  their  joint  invitation,  a  gentleman 
of  East  Texas,  of  high  distinction,  has  been  invited  to  address  them  on  com¬ 
mencement-day.  The  occasion  will  be  one  of  peculiar  interest  to.  many— a  little 
jubilee  to  the  friends  of  Austin  College,  and  such,  we  trust,  as  will,  inspire  con¬ 
fidence  and  confirm  the  hopes  of  the  founders  and  patrons  of  this  infant,  but 
noble  institution.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  the  Watchword  recommended  to  the 
students  is,  ‘  Scholarship  and  Good  Behaviour,’  and  the  Motto ,  1  Excelsior, 
Excelsior.’  ” 

(5.)  OAKLAND  COLLEGE,  MISSISSIPPI. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  endowment  of  Oak¬ 
land  College,  and  the  losses  which  occurred  several  years  ago,  have 
been,  to  a  good  degree,  repaired.  The  number  of  its  students  has 
been  steadily  increasing,  and  the  College  continues  to  be  regarded 
as  a  strong  tower  of  hope. 
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(6.)  WASHINGTON  COLLEGE,  EAST  TENNESSEE. 

The  advancing  prosperity  of  this  venerable  institution,  is  one  of 
the  most  hopeful  signs  in  the  collegiate  operations  of  our  Church. 
In  addition  to  Dr.  A.  A.  Doak,  the  President,  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Tadlock,  Professor  of  Mathematics,  the  Rev.  A.  A.  Blair  has 
been  appointed  Professor  of  Languages.  The  number  of  students  has 
risen  to  over  seventy,  and  the  Trustees  have  made  some  successful 
efforts  to  pay  off  debts,  and  increase  the  funds  of  the  institution. 
A  good  day  is  dawning  upon  this  important  college. 

(7.)  CENTRE  COLLEGE,  KENTUCKY. 

The  number  of  students  in  Centre  College,  has  been  more  than 
two  hundred  during  the  year,  of  whom  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
were  in  the  College  proper.  Increasing  prosperity  attends  the  in¬ 
stitution.  The  establishment  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Dan¬ 
ville,  will  infuse  new  vigour  into  the  College,  and  the  relations  of  the 
two  will  be  mutually  advantageous.  The  endowment  of  Centre 
College  is  in  a  good  state. 

(8.)  HANOVER  COLLEGE,  INDIANA. 

The  Board  failed  this  year  to  receive  a  report  from  Hanover 
College.  The  new  College  building  is  understood  to  be  under  roof, 
but  the  pressure  of  funds  wdll  probably  hinder  its  entire  completion 
for  another  year.  Some  of  the  rooms,  however,  will  be  ready  for 
use  during  the  present  season. 

(9.)  WASHINGTON  COLLEGE,  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Washington  College  continues  to  enjoy  the  smiles  of  Providence. 
Professor  Wines  accepted  the  appointment  of  Professor  of  Lan¬ 
guages,  and  has  added  much  strength  to  the  Faculty.  The  endow¬ 
ment  is  going  forward  with  a  good  degree  of  success.  The  number 
of  students  in  the  College  classes  has  been  about  seventy.  A  con¬ 
siderable  increase  is  expected  at  the  opening  of  the  next  session. 
The  friends  of  this  institution  have  every  reason  to  anticipate  a 
steady  growth  of  prosperity. 

(10.)  M’DONOUGH  COLLEGE,  ILLINOIS. 

The  Synod  of  Illinois  having  refused  to  surrender  McDonough 
College  back  to  the  Presbytery  of  Schuyler,  and  to  establish  a  new 
College  at  Peoria,  this  institution  continues  to  be  the  only  Syno¬ 
dical  one.  During  the  year  some  progress  has  been  made  in  its 
endowment ;  and  there  is  good  prospect  that  the  number  of  its  stu- 
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dents  will  increase.  The  hope  is  indulged  by  many  members  of  the 
Synod,  that  a  new  College  will  be  established  at  Peoria. 

The  Rev.  Ithamar  Pillsbury  has  been  elected  President  of 
McDonough  College,  and  James  W.  Matthews,  Esq.,  Professor  of 
Mathematics.  The  number  of  students  during  the  year  has  been 
fifty-five,  chiefly  in  the  preparatory  department. 

(11.)  DES  MOINES  COLLEGE,  IOWA. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Cowles  has  been  elected  President  of  Des  Moines 
College  ;  and  in  the  midst  of  many  difficulties,  its  friends  are  perse¬ 
vering  in  their  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  institution.  The  ultimate 
issue  °must  depend  upon  the  developments  of  Providence.  This 
College  has  already  undergone  many  trials ;  and  the  future,  so  far 
as  human  vision  can  discern,  is  by  no  means  free  fiom  embanassing 
impediments  to  success. 


(12.)  ALEXANDER  COLLEGE,  DUBUQUE,  IOWA. 

The  following  notice  of  Alexander  College  has  been  received 
from  the  Rev.  Joshua  Phelps,  President  of  the  Institution. 


Dubuque,  Iowa,  April  3d,  1854. 

Rev.  and  dear  Sir— The  third  term  in  Alexander  College  having  closed 
with  an  examination  and  exhibition  of  the  students,  on  the  31st  of  March, ,  it  be¬ 
comes  my  duty  to  report,  through  you,  the  condition  of  the  institution,  to  the 
Board  of  Education,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  very  important  and  essential 

aid  in  establishing  and  maintaining  our  Synodical  College. 

The  number  of  students  on  the  roll  for  the  last  term  was  sixty-eight.  Tin  ee  ot 
of  these  were  in  the  Freshman  class,  and  the  rest  in  the  preparatory  department. 
The  proportion  between  the  classical  students  and  non-classical,  has  been  about 
the  same  as  the  previous  term,  excepting  that  we  have  had  several  more  irregular 
students,  who  attend  only  the  winter  session.  For  this  reason  we  do  not  look  lor 

as  many  students  next  term  as  we  have  had  this.  .  n,  •, 

One  of  the  students  of  the  Freshman  class,  is  a  member  of  our  Church,  and 
looking  forward  to  the  ministry.  Another  has  made  a  profession  of  religion 
durino-  the  past  term,  and  united  with  the  Methodist  Church,  as  the  family  aie 
all  Methodists.  Two  of  the  young  men  who  entered  the  preparatory  department 
last  term,  are  also  professors  of  religion,  and  one  of  them  is  looking  orvarc  o 
the  ministry.  The  influence  of  these  young  men  on  the  deportment  ot  the  stu¬ 
dents  generally,  has  been  very  good.  .  r  . 

The  last  Thursday  in  February  was  observed  with  appropriate  religious  exer¬ 
cises,  and  with  very  marked  beneficial  results.  The  day  was  also  observed  by 
the  Church,  and  a  deeper  interest  awakened  m  the  members  for  the  cause  of 
Christian  education  than  had  existed  before.  Since  that  day  the  young  men  have 
observed  a  prayer-meeting  every  Sabbath  morning,  the  influence  of  which  is  ex¬ 
ceedingly  benign,  both  on  themselves  and  others.  T  +lq  rvr,Q 

The  Freshman  class  recite  every  morning  m  the  New  Testament.  In  the  pre¬ 
paratory  department,  the  Shorter  Catechism  is  recited  by  all  whose  parents  are 
willing,  and  a  Scripture  lesson  by  all.  In  this  department  of  study  which  we 
esteem  the  most  important  of  all,  and  which  is  also  the  most  difficult  m  such  a 
heterogeneous  mass  as  is  found  in  our  preparatory  department,  we  hope  to  be¬ 
come  more  and  more  systematic  and  thorough  every  term  ;  and  our  observation 
and  experience  thus  far  shows  that  this  is  the  most  effectual  way  of  accomplish¬ 
ing  the  desired  end. 
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Our  income  this  term,  including  the  amount  we  expect  from  the  Board,  will 
meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  College,  and  leave  us  nearly  one  hundred 
dollars  towards  paying  what  we  fell  behind  the  two  previous  terms.  And  if  we 
are  prospered  another  term,  we  hope  to  pay  all  that  is  behind,  and  thus  close  the 
year  without  any  debt. 

It  is  now  nine  months  since  we  opened  our  Institution,  and  though  some  may 
still  think  it  u  an  experiment,”  we  see,  as  yet,  nothing  to  discourage  ;  but  on  the 
contrary  the  providence  of  God,  so  far  as  we  can  discover,  indicates  a  future  pro¬ 
portionately  prosperous  with  the  past.  But  in  order  to  success,  it  will  be  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary  for  us  to  have  something  of  an  endowment.  The  expenses  of  the 
College  Avill  never  be  less  than  this  year,  and  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  the  in¬ 
come,  at  least  for  the  next  year  will  equal  this,  for  the  reason  that  we  teach  this 
year  the  year  around  without  any  vacation,  making  four  terms  instead  of  three, 
which  it  would  neither  be  advisable  nor  practicable  for  us  to  do  again.  It  is  the 
expectation  of  the  Synod  and  of  the  Trustees,  that  something  will  be  done  to  raise 
an  endowment  during  this  coming  summer.  If  we  had  some  $10,000  dollars, 
either  in  the  way  of  scholarships  or  donation,  it  could  be  so  invested  here  now  as 
to  bring  in  at  least  15  per  cent.,  and  that  would  place  us  at  once  above  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  asking  the  Board  for  further  assistance.  A  part  of  this  can  be  raised 
within  the  bounds  of  our  own  Synod,  and  all  of  it  ought  to  be.  But  after  consi¬ 
dering  the  matter  carefully,  I  fear  that  not  over  one-half  can  be  raised  in  Iowa. 
Almost  every  Church  of  any  strength,  is  engaged  in  erecting  or  enlarging  its 
house  of  worship,  or  just  about  commencing  the  work  of  erection.  Then  again, 
but  very  few  of  our  Churches  are  self-sustaining.  Under  these  circumstances,  a 
few  thousand  dollars  given  to  us  by  the  friends  of  education  at  the  East  now, 
would  be  better  for  the  College  and  for  the  cause  of  Christ,  than  double  the 
amount  one  or  two  years  hence.  There  is  wealth  enough  in  our  Church  to  carry 
forward  efficiently  all  the  departments  of  benevolent  operation  in  which  she  is  en¬ 
gaged,  were  it  but  consecrated  to  God  in  the  true  spirit  of  that  religion  we  pro¬ 
fess.  May  the  Lord  give  his  Church  abundantly  of  this  Spirit !  *  *  *  * 

Joshua  Phelps,  Cor.  Sec. 

(13.)  CARROLL  COLLEGE,  WISCONSIN. 

A  Freshman  and  a  Sophomore  class  have  been  organized  in 
Carroll  College ;  and  the  general  condition  of  affairs  inspires  much 
confidence.  Dr.  Savage  has  visited  the  eastern  Churches  during 
the  year,  and  has  succeeded  in  raising  twelve  or  fifteen  thousand 
dollars ,  in  all,  for  the  endowment.  About  double  that  amount  is 
needed,  and  will  probably  be  secured  with  much  toil. 

(14.)  WESTMINSTER  COLLEGE,  FULTON,  MISSOURI. 

Westminster  College  has  been  much  favoured  during  the  year. 
Its  students  have  increased  in  number,  and  its  endowment  been 
much  enlarged.  The  prospect  of  building  up  a  flourishing  institu¬ 
tion  in  the  centre  of  the  State  of  Missouri  is  more  encouraging 
than  ever.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Wm.  L.  Breckinridge  has  been  elected 
President  of  the  College,  but  has  not  yet  signified  his  acceptance. 
The  following  letter  from  Professor  Van  Doren  gives  an  interesting 
account  of  the  College. 

u  The  Synod  of  Missouri  at  its  meeting  in  1851,  in  view  of  the  increasing  de¬ 
mands  for  thorough  instruction  in  our  State,  and  the  peculiar  wants  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  resolved  that  the  time  had  come  to  arise  and  build  a  College 
under  its  own  control.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  select  a  suitable  site  or 
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dXrS“atr3ubscriptioa  of  more  than  $15,000,  and  the  charter  and  pnvdegea 
of  Fulton  College.  •  onrlnwmpnt  hv  sellln0,  not  less 

thaJfiOO  nor  more  than  1200  scholarships  estimated  at 100  dollars  each, ^  ^ap- 

of  1852-53,  liberal  in 

Kates”  The  Board  f^rus^es  meUnMarcMS 

•he  of1  Professor  tEher  assTstan^,  pushed  forward  the  enterprise  until  dunng 

rfetmdtpTesXrandlwoVddlLnal  Professors,  viz.,  Eev.  S.  J  Laws,  and 
last,  elect e  -  iatter  have  already  accepted.  A  complete 

IrelK“  are  very  flattering  for  building  up  a 

subscription  of  the  citizens  of  CaUawav  has  been 
Duildi^ngs,  nic.  .  Tf  lo  tVirpo  stories  hi^h,  toundation 

rials,  and  when  completed  >  constructed  that  additions 

CoUege-steneturesm  the  west  The of  ^  edifice,  two 
can  be  readily  made  to  it.  I  *  <=  1  A  nm  tot£j  Yalue  maybe  set 

rXtlo  OOMollarf  an'd  ftKom  debt.  To  this  time  about  300  scholarships 

thing  has  been  done  for  it.  Also  that  ont donation8  of  m0ney,  and 
apart  from  the  scholarships.  \\  e  ai .  ~  ,  f  our  Library.  We  have 

solicit  contributions  of  books,  from  the  ^“^  “ltin  a  d”v  il  MiSonri.  But  a 

what  can  first  be  done  at  home.  r  1W  was  observed  with  the  Church. 

“  The  day  recommended  for  prayer  for  tLeir 

in  the  village  The  meeting  ot  the  religious 

part)  occurred  at  the  same  time.  Considerable  m  e  ~  was  held>  Out  of 

exercises,  and  a  series  of  meeting  01  Pie^  1  =  .  were  seven  0r  eight  of  our 

twenty-five  that  united  with  AeChure  o n  di  j  Some  of  these  students 

Ko^PtLmin"e:%  pX-rXings,  and  uniting  them  more  closet, 

“Stas^t  introduced  no  other  dus 

the  daily  reading  of  the  Scriptures  an  P1 ’  mi  o-reat  maioritv,  very  nearly 
in  the  Greek  Testament  on  Monday  °*  classesgor  Sunday  school I  in  the 

all  of  the  students,  are  connected  with  Bible  c la  ^ ,  meetings  with  the 

village,  and  are  in  the  habit "ndmg  peachmg  and  Fajer  meeU  g  ^  ^ 

Option  rf  our  /ohg0  men  among  onr  pious  Presbyterian  families,  will  con- 
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tinue  to  have  a  most  salutary  effect  upon  the  morals  and  piety  of  the  students  of 
our  College. 

u  I  have  thus  given  you  a  statement  of  some  facts  pertaining  to  our  Institution, 
which  you  will  please  make  such  use  of,  as  will  answer  your  purpose,  or  may  be 
interesting  to  the  Church. 

u  I  am  yours,  &c. 

“  W.  Van  Doren. 

“  Wesminster  College, 

“  Fulton,  Missouri,  April  6th,  1854.” 

(15.)  RICHMOND  COLLEGE,  MISSOURI. 

Nearly  thirty  thousand  dollars  have  been  raised  for  the  endow¬ 
ment  of  Richmond  College,  principally  on  the  plan  of  perpetual 
scholarships  of  five  hundred  dollars  each.  The  Presbytery  of  Upper 
Missouri  have  given  their  bonds  personally  for  the  remaining  ten 
thousand  dollars.  This  sum  of  forty  thousand  gives  possession  of 
eighteen  thousand  subscribed  by  the  citizens  of  Ray  County,  for  the 
building.  A  lot  has  been  purchased  in  Richmond,  and  a  charter 
obtained,  but  no  organization  effected  as  yet.  The  Trustees  will 
meet  shortly,  to  perfect  their  arrangements.  Much  credit  is  due  to 
our  enterprising  brethren  in  Missouri  for  all  that  they  have  done 
the  past  year  for  collegiate  education. 

(16.)  ARANAMA  COLLEGE,  TEXAS. 

The  history  of  Aranama  College  is  interesting : — The  town  of 
Goliad  offered  to  the  Presbytery  of  Brazos,  the  ruins  and  site  of 
the  old  Jesuit  Mission,  called  Aranama  Mission,  for  the  purposes  of 
a  College.  The  Presbytery  of  Brazos  accepted  the  offer,  and 
located  their  college,  since  called  Austin  College,  at  this  point. 
This  was  seven  or  eight  years  ago.  At  that  time,  however,  the  re¬ 
gion  of  country  bordering  west  and  north  of  Goliad  was  subject  to 
Indian  depredations  ;  which  fact,  taken  with  other  embarrassments 
shortly  occuring,  led  to  the  final  establishment  of  the  college  at 
Huntsville,  some  two  hundred  and  forty  miles  eastward.  A  small 
fund  had  been  given  by  friends  in  the  older  States,  conditional  that 
the  institution  located  farthest  west,  or  nearest  to  Mexico,  should 
receive  its  avails.  To  adjust  this  matter  satisfactorily,  it  was  agreed 
that  if  a  Seminary  of  learning,  of  high  character,  should  be  esta¬ 
blished  by  the  Old  School  Presbyterian  Church,  at  any  point  west 
of  the  Colorado  River,  previous  to  the  fall  of  1854,  then  this  fund 
should  revert  to  that  institution,  otherwise  it  should  belong  to 
Austin  College.  The  amount,  about  $500,  has  been  now  paid 
over  to  the  Presbytery  of  Western  Texas  for  the  benefit  of  the  Ara¬ 
nama  College. 

The  Presbytery  of  Brazos  having  relinquished  the  ruins  and  site 
back  to  the  town  of  Goliad,  a  new  arrangement  has  been  since 
entered  into  with  the  Presbytery  of  Western  Texas  for  the  same 
purpose.  The  citizens  of  Goliad,  in  their  corporate  capacity,  have 
donated  to  the  sole  use  and  benefit  of  this  College,  one  entire 
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league  (more  than  four  thousand  acres)  of  the  unsold  land  anc 
lots&  of  the  town — besides  the  twenty  acres  upon  which  the  old 
Aranama  Mission  building  (now  occupied  by  the  preparatory  de- 
partmentof  the  College)  at  present  stands  This  beque  t,hower  ei, 
linct  these  conditions — that  by  the  1 — tb  of  ^lay,  loo  ,  ^  J 

tery  of  Western  Texas  shall  have  expended,  in  buildings,  library, 
and  apparatus,  the  sum  of  §10,000,  and  shall  have  a  regular  co.lege, 
with  the  necessary  professors  and  teachers. 

«  The  town  of  Goliad  is  of  Mexican  origin,  embracing  a  territory  of  bm ^ square 

i  Tt  is  one  of  the  loveliest  locations  m  all  the  West.  The i  fertility  ot 

ft  t “o  of af nnpreSiSd  rash  ofpofuMon^s  po^ed'  carrying 

giation  s  Tt°mav  be  safely  estimated,  that  by  the  time  stipulated  on  the 

predatory  tn  •  .  Tnliad  for  Western  Texas  Presbytery  to  fulfil  its  con- 

of  the  College,  wiU  be  worth  $25,000. 

PSL  individuals  in  Gohad  have 

f  f  TreiLfVtf  afeSfr0fthTeberpril  at  home,  at  the  same  tinm  that 

d  el  are  indWduaily  small,  are  almost  invariably  by  annual  instalments.  While, 
they  are  J  ’  felt  impelled  to  make  a  commencement  m  the  way  ot 

therefore,  the  Trastees  have  teltimpeone  commodious  ediflce,  at  an  expense  of 

S  they  have  been  compelled  to  effect  this  in  part  with  borrowed  capital ; 
individual  members  of  the  Board  becoming  responsible. 

The  new  building  is  three  stories  high,  and  to  dimensions  are 
sixty  feet  by  thirty-five.  It  is  intended  for  dormitories,  and  will 
contain  thirty  rooms,  or  ten  on  a  story.  A  hall,  ten  feet  wide  runs 
throuvh  the 'building  lengthwise.  The  materials  for  this  buildm0 
a  ret  ake  n  from  the  old  wall  which  surrounded  the  Missmn  premises 
The  wall  is  from  ten  to  twenty  feet  high,  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  ground,  and  about  three  feet  thick.  After  supplying  materials 
for  the  edifice,  the  wall  is  sufficiently  high  for  all  the  purposes  of 

^  The'recita'tion  rooms  are  for  the  present  in  the  old fission  hudd 
ing,  whose  dimensions  are  about  sixty  by ,^enty-two  feeW m  th 
clear  This  building  has  two  stones,  and  on  each  there  are  tw 
recitation  rooms.  When  the  building  for  the  Cojege  prop^^al1 
be  erected,  the  old  Mission  premises  will  probably  be  reserved 

the^Prcparatory  Dep^re  Tesas  granted  a  liberal  charter  to 

Ararnma  College  placino-  it  under  ecclesiastical  supervision,  and 
giving  its  Trustees  power  to  hold  property  to  an  unlimited  amount. 

(17.)  MAKEMIE  COLLEGE,  ARKANSAS. 

Makemie  College  is  projected  for  the  educational wyants rtf  Arkan- 
sas  In  conformity  with  the  recommendation  of  the  general  As 
sembly  to  the  Board  of  Education,  Dr.  James  A  ood  visited  Ar  an- 
sas,  and  makes  the  following  Report . 
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u  A  growing  interest  is  felt  in  the  cause  of  education.  My  visit  there  was  in¬ 
tended  to  carry  out  an  education  scheme,  committed  by  the  last  General  Assem¬ 
bly  to  the  Board  of  Education. — My  announcement  of  this  fact  made  me  welcome 
wherever  I  had  occasion  to  travel.  Every  facility  which  I  could  expect,  under 
the  circumstances,  was  afforded  me,  to  enable  me  to  accomplish  the  object  I  had 
in  view;  and  substantial  evidence  was  given  that  their  interest  was  sincere  and 
earnest. 

“  Little  Rock,  the  Capital  of  the  State,  and  beautifully  located  on  the  Arkansas 
River,  had  already  embarked  in  a  college  enterprise,  and  pledged  ten  thousand 
dollars  for  grounds  and  buildings.  Oakland  Grove,  some  twenty-five  or  thirty 
miles  northeast,  offered  the  advantages  of  retirement  and  healthiness  of  location, 
together  with  an  excellent  academy  as  a  nucleus,  under  the  direction  of  the  Rev. 
J.  W.  Moore,  a  valuable  minister  and  a  good  scholar,  besides  two  or  three  thousand 
dollars,  probably,  fov  building  purposes.  Searcy,  a  flourishing  village,  some  thirty 
miles  farther  in  the  same  direction,  presented  the  inducements  of  a  pleasant  posi¬ 
tion,  only  a  few  miles  from  a  navigable  river  (the  Little  Red),  increasing  wealth 
and  prosperity  in  the  town  and  country  around,  a  good  academy,  already  in  ope¬ 
ration,  to  provide  materials  preparatory  to  the  college,  and  a  considerable  amount 
of  funds  for  buildings.  Batesville,  farther  on  still,  and  about  one  hundred  miles 
northeast  of  Little  Rock,  was  regarded  as  possessing  on  the  whole  the  strongest 
claims;  and  accordingly  the  trustees  of  ‘Makemie  College’  have  resolved  to 
locate  the  institution  in  that  place. — The  village  is  pleasant  and  inviting,  situated 
on  White  River,  which  is  the  best  river  for  navigation  in  the  State.  It  has  a  popu- 
tion  of  about  twelve  hundred,  with  good  schools  and  churches.  The  country 
around  produces  wheat  and  other  articles  of  living,  which  renders  boarding  com¬ 
paratively  cheap.  It  is  considered  to  be  as  healthy  as  any  of  the  other  points 
named;  and  thirteen  thousand  dollars  have  been  raised  in  good  and  available 
means,  besides  the  donation  of  an  eligible  site.  The  citizens  of  that  town  and 
county  have  done  themselves  great  credit  for  their  zeal  and  liberality  in  this 
matter.  A  college  building  will  be  erected  immediately,  and,  as  soon  as  it  can 
be  completed,  the  institution  will  be  commenced. 

u  An  agent  has  been  appointed,  with  the  expectation  of  raising  ten  thousand 
dollars  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  within  twelve  months,  towards  the  endowment, 
besides  some  additional  funds  for  library  and  apparatus ;  and  the  churches  in  the 
other  States,  it  is  confidently  expected,  will  cheerfully  contribute  a  second  ten 
thousand  dollars  towards  the  same  object.  The  ground  of  this  expectation  is, 
partly,  that  the  object  is  one  of  vast  importance  to  the  people  of  Arkansas;  and 
it  is  believed  that  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  this  country,  which  has  been  dis¬ 
tinguished  for  centuries  as  the  patron  of  sound  learning,  will  encourage  her 
Arkansas  brethren  in  their  noble  effort  to  plant  in  that  State  an  institution  which, 
by  the  smiles  of  a  propitious  Providence,  will  be,  though  in  a  higher  and  better 
sense,  a  Christian  sense,  what  the  ancient  statute  of  Minerva  was  to  the  city  of 
Troy — the  Palladium  of  her  safety — where,  not  vestal  virgins,  but  devoted  and 
intelligent  Christians  will  keep  continually  burning  the  fire  of  true  and  heavenly 
wisdom. 

“  This  expectation  is  also  founded,  in  part,  on  the  strong  and  earnest  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  last  General  Assembly,  which  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

u  1  Resolved,  That  the  effort  of  the  Synod  of  Arkansas  to  establish  “Makemie 
College,”  within  its  wide  and  destitute  bounds  upon  the  frontier  of  population,  is 
entitled  to  the  special  support  of  the  friends  of  Christian  education ;  and  it  is 
recommended  not  only  to  the  Board,  but  to  the  efficient  and  liberal  co-operation 
of  all  who  have  it  in  their  power  to  render  aid.’ 

u  The  several  sums,  above  named,  are  only  the  beginning  of  what  will  be  needed ; 
but  with  these,  two  or  three  professors  can  be  appointed,  and  the  college  com¬ 
menced.  The  institution,  once  put  into  operation,  under  the  direction  of  efficient 
men,  will  go  forward,  and  the  citizens  of  that  State  and  elsewhere  will  contribute 
still  farther  aid  until  it  shall  be  fully  endowed.  Without  these,  even  a  beginning 
cannot  be  made,  and  hence  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  ten  thousand 
dollars  shall  be  raised  in  other  States,  during  the  time  required  for  the  erection 
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of  a  college  building,  wlien,  it  is  believed,  the  institution  can  immediately  open 
with  not  less  than  fifty  students. 

“  Respectfully  yours,  Age^t°o?”he  Board  ot  Education. 

“  April  8,  1S54.” 


(18).  Westminster  College,  N.  Y. 

No  further  measures  have  yet  been  taken  with  regard  to  this 
Institution.  The  Synod  of  Buffalo,  however,  entertains  the  hope 
of  its  speedy  establishment. 

In  addition  to  these  colleges  under  the  care  of  Synods,  there  are 
four  older  institutions  which  have  always  held  a  prominent  place  m 
the  affections  of  Presbyterians,  and  which  are  managed  by  members, 
or  supporters  of  our  Church.  These  are  Princeton  College,  N.  J 
Jefferson,  Pa.,  Washington,  Va.,  and  Hampden  Sydney,  A  a.  1  _ 
Board  take  occasion  to  refer  the  Assembly  to  an  extract  from  their 
last  Report,  as  expressive  of  their  views  m  regard  to  the  relation 
between  these  colleges  and  those  which  have  grown  up  under 
Synodical  supervision : 

r  After  giving  the  number  of  students  at  Princeton,  Washington,  and  Hampden 
Sidnev  Wro-infa,  and  Jefferson,  the  last  Report  goes  on  to  say All  the  above 
Colleges  teach  religion,  and  are  under  the  superintendence  of  religious  instructors , 
j  •  i  -niis  therefore  that  the  simple  question  of  ecclesiastical  supervision 
ouaJit  not  to  disturb  the  harmony  between  these  and  strictly  ecclesiastical  institutions. 
The  earlier  coR^es Tn  our  Church  were  not  so  distinctly  denominational  as  hose 
more  recently  established,  although  their  connection  with  the  Church  was  dose 
then  than  it  is  now.  The  policy  which  at  present  prevails  m  this  country,  is  that 
denominational  colleges’;  and  this  policy  is  believed Ac .  possess 
tao-es  over  everv  other.  At  the  same  time  these  supposed  advantages  create 
necessity  of  warfare  with  religions  colleges  under  other  forms  of  management 
On  the  contrary,  their  common  basis  of  Christianity  imposes  ic  o  '</«  1  .. 

'  All  may  freely  co-operate  in  the  great  work  of  Christian  education  Our 

Church  has  neler  dJgmd  to  interfere  with  any 

„  good  purpose,  and  that  is  in  accordance  with  the  local  public  opinion. 

The  greaTjJ  odnr’church  is  reliyious  education;  and  ah 

supervision  has  been  considered  the  best  means  of  aecuri 

there  ought  to  be  no  hostility,  but  harmony,  between  all  institutions  yatincw-  are 
tmlZigL,  whatever  be  it  form  of  their  charter. ’-Annual  Report,  18o3. 

The  Board  beg  leave  to  add  a  few  remarks  on  this  point,  inas¬ 
much  as  some  misapprehension  appears  to  exist  m  some  parts  of 
the  Church,  which  it  is  believed  may  be  removed  by  moie  full  and 

6Xf  Thetapos“ionSihat  the  Church  has  tke  rigU  to  estab&h  c^leges 
for  the  better  education  of  her  youth  will  be  admitted 

Comparatively  few  will  exclude  the  Church  from  all  *  ‘ 

pation  in  the  public  training  of  her  sons,  under  all  oonditaons  and 
circumstances  The  abstract  right  to  found  and  sustain  colleges 
believed  to  belong  to  the  Church,  hut  not  exclusively  theie. 

2.  There  may  be  circumstances  to  justify  the  exeicise  of 
right  on  the  part  of  the  Church.  The  Presbyterians  m  Kentuc  y 
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felt  compelled  by  the  emergency  of  State  action  to  establish  an 
institution  under  the  care  of  their  own  Synod,  more  than  thirty 
years  ago.  This  was  the  first  ecclesiastical  college  belonging  to 
our  Church  in  the  United  States.  The  Synods  in  Mississippi, 
Georgia,  North  Carolina,  and  Indiana,  were  next  in  order,  in 
judging  that  it  was  expedient  to  establish  within  their  limits  colleges 
under  Church  authority.  Since  that  time,  the  Synods  of  Iowa, 
Philadelphia,  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Texas,  Wheeling,  Buffalo,  Mis¬ 
souri,  and  Arkansas,  have  taken  similar  action,  together  with  other 
Synods  who  are  maturing  action  on  the  subject.  Indeed,  more 
than  three-fourths  of  the  Synods  have  practically  declared  that 
circumstances  may  arise  in  which  it  may  be  wise  and  necessary  to 
exercise  the  right  of  rearing  Synodical  institutions. 

3.  There  is  a  third  proposition,  which  covers  the  remaining 
ground,  namely,  that  where  colleges,  on  a  different  basis,  already  exist 
under  Presbyterian  management,  and  in  which  religion  is  taught 
with  sufficient  prominence,  it  would  be  unwise  to  establish  new  col¬ 
leges  within  their  geographical  limits,  or  to  attempt  to  interfere 
with  their  plans  of  doing  good.  Vested  interests  must  be  protected, 
unless  there  is  an  abuse  of  trust.  If  the  colleges  under  private 
corporations  should  fail  to  meet  the  views  of  the  Synods,  and  if, 
after  proper  efforts,  a  reform  seemed  hopeless,  then  the  Synods 
would  be  justified  in  exercising  their  rights  and  in  establishing  new 
institutions.  Such  exigencies  do  not  happily  exist  in  regard  to  any 
of  the  colleges  mentioned ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  these  institutions 
enjoy  the  general  favour  and  confidence  of  the  Synods  within  whose 
bounds  they  are  located.  There  is,  therefore,  no  ground  of  con¬ 
troversy  with  them.  The  friends  of  such  colleges  are  of  course  at 
liberty  to  propose  such  modifications  in  their  plans  as  they  may  deem 
best,  as  was  done  by  the  Synod  of  Pittsburg  at  their  last  meeting, 
and  by  the  Synod  of  Wheeling  at  a  preceding  meeting.  But  the 
general  principle  still  holds  good,  that  institutions,  which  are  doing 
their  work  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Church,  ought  to  enjoy  the 
privilege  of  doing  it  on  their  own  foundation.  And  especially  is  it 
true,  that  neither  the  General  Assembly,  nor  any  of  its  agencies, 
ought,  for  the  sake  merely  of  an  abstract  principle,  to  aim  at  dis¬ 
turbing  the  basis  on  which  such  institutions  have  been  established. 

These  views  are  not  new  with  the  Board ;  but  they  are  the  result 
of  their  deliberate  conviction  and  experience.  They  are  offered, 
not  as  a  compromise  between  conflicting  opinions,  but  as  the  simple 
truth  acknowledged  by  all. 

Some  disaffection  has  arisen,  indeed,  on  the  part  of  some  of  the 
friends  of  Jefferson  College,  on  account  of  the  co-operation  ren¬ 
dered  by  the  Board  of  Education  in  the  endowment  of  Washington 
College.  The  General  Agent  of  the  Board,  however,  it  should  be 
remembered,  was  officially  invited  by  the  Synod  of  Wheeling  to 
assist  in  the  endowment  of  their  Synodical  College,  which  was  not 
a  new  institution,  but  had  been  in  existence  for  nearly  half  a  cen- 
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tury.  In  conformity  with  this  ecclesiastical  action,  he  laboured  for 
a  few  weeks  almost  exclusively  within  the  bounds  of  the  Synod  of 
Wheeling.  The  Board  did  not  anticipate  the  disaffection  that  after¬ 
wards  arose  against  their  action,  and  regret  that  such  a  result 
followed  from  their  honest  intentions  to  do  good.  It  is  confidently 
believed  that  the  misunderstanding,  incident  to  the  working  of  an 
untried  plan,  will  be  entirely  removed  during  another  year.  The 
Board/ cherish  the  hope  and  belief  that  both  of  these  institutions 
will  flourish  in  Divine  Providence,  and  do  a  great  work  for  religious 
education  in  Western  Pennsylvania  and  Eastern  Ohio. 

In  regard  to  the  other  three  Colleges,  which  are  under  private 
corporations,  the  two  in  Virginia,  Washington  and  Hampden  Sidney, 
enjoy  a  distinguished  reputation,  and  have  in  prospect  a  career  of 
increasing  usefulness.  It  is  not  known  that  any  movement  has 
been  made  to  change  the  basis  of  their  management.  The  same 
remark  holds  true  in  regard  to  the  College  at  Princeton,  which  is 
about  completing  an  enlarged  endowment,  and  has  every  indication 
of  increasing  numbers.  All  these  institutions  possess  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  the  Synods,  and  when  such  confidence  has  been  officially 
declared,  they  ought  to  be  regarded  as  Presbyterian  Colleges. 

The  Board  of  Education  have  always  felt  and  expressed  the  most 
hearty  good  will  towards  these  four  institutions.  It  so  happens 
that,  at  the  present  time,  Jefferson  and  Princeton  Colleges  have  now 
more  students,  under  the  care  of  the  Board  of  Education,  than  at 
any  period  since  the  present  Corresponding  Secretary  came  into 
office.  The  Board  has  never  undertaken  to  direct  its  students  to 
one  class  of  colleges  rather  than  to  another,  or  to  any  one  college 
in  either  class.  All  that  is  required,  is  that  the  students  should  be 
under  a  good  Presbyterian  influence,  and  under  a  good  course  of 
instruction.  The  Board  expect,  with  the  Divine  blessing,  to  assist 
in  doing  much  to  aid  the  cause  of  collegiate  education  in  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  during  the  coming  year. 


FUNDS  FOR  SCHOOLS,  ACADEMIES,  AND  COLLEGES. 


Receipts, 
Balance  of  1853, 


.  $10,736  03 
.  1,998  46 


Total  income, 
Payments, 


12,734  49 
12,643  78 


Balance, 


90  71 


MISCELLANEOUS  DEPARTMENT. 

The  operations  of  the  Board  in  the  “  Miscellaneous  Department” 
continue  to  be  limited.  Some  increase  in  the  number  of  young  men 
aided  has  occurred.  The  principle  is  to  afford  aid  to  persons  of 

character  and  promise,  who  have  not  the  ministry  definitely  in  view. 
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Thirteen  young  men  have  been  thus  aided  during  the  year.  Their 
general  object  is  to  secure  an  education.  Some  of  them  expect  to 
be  teachers ;  others  are  not  prepared  to  decide  upon  their  future 
profession.  Tivo  of  these  individuals  have  been  hopefully  converted 
to  God  during  the  year,  and  have  decided  to  commence  studying 
for  the  ministry.  Such  results  are  highly  encouraging.  Some  of 
the  young  men  are  the  sons  of  our  ministers  ;  and  the  Board  would 
be  very  happy  to  have  larger  resources  at  their  command,  in  order 
to  expend  them  in  this  manner.  No  moneys  are  expended  in  this 
department  except  those  specially  contributed  to  it. 

The  receipts  during  the  year,  including  a  balance  of  $28  42, 
have  been  $408  42 ;  the  payments,  $403  25  ;  leaving  a  balance  of 
$5  17. 

The  Board  continue  to  keep  before  the  Church  the  project  of  one 
or  more  Normal  Institutes,  for  the  education  of  teachers.  The 
following  historical  sketch  is  placed  on  record,  with  the  hope  that 
its  perusal  may  enlist,  in  some  quarter,  an  interest  which  may  re¬ 
sult  in  an  effort  to  establish  an  institution  of  this  character. 

“  Normal  schools,  or  schools  for  the  instruction  and  preparation  of  teachers  of 
youth,  although  new  to  us,  are  not  new  in  the  history  of  the  world.  In  several  of 
the  States  of  Europe,  particularly  in  Prussia,  schools  of  this  character  were  found 
in  operation  more  than  a  century  ago.  At  a  meeting  of  the  friends  of  education, 
held  at  Halifax,  in  the  county  of  Plymouth,  in  1838,  John  Quincy  Adams  used 
the  following  language:  ‘We  see  monarchs  expending  vast  sums  establishing 
Normal  Schools  throughout  their  realms,  and  shall  we  be  outdone  by  kings?  In 
1748  a  private  school  was  established  for  teachers,  at  Berlin,  by  Rev.  John  Julius 
Hecker,  which  in  1754  Avas  raised  to  the  rank  of  a  royal  school,  under  the  patron¬ 
age  of  the  State.  By  the  provisions  of  a  royal  ordinance  of  the  year  1810,  Nor¬ 
mal  schools  are  established  in  each  of  the  ten  provinces  of  the  kingdom  of 
Prussia,  as  a  part  of  the  school  system.  Saxony,  Bavaria,  Wurtemberg,  Baden, 
and  other  German  States  have  followed  the  example  of  Prussia.  France,  also, 
early  adopted  the  plan,  and  at  a  later  date,  Holland  and  England.  There  are  at 
present  2G4  Normal  Schools  in  Europe,  of  which  97  are  in  France,  51  in  Prussia, 
and  23  in  England. 

“  The  attention  of  the  people  of  Massachusetts  was  first  directed  to  the  subject 
chiefly  by  the  writings  of  the  late  James  G.  Carter,  of  Lancaster,  who  published 
several  essays  upon  the  subject  as  early  as  the  years  1824-5.  In  1830,  a  teachersr 
seminary  was  established  in  Andover,  as  a  department  of  Phillips7  Academy. 
Owing  to  a  want  of  funds  for  its  support,  it  was  abandoned  in  1842,  but  not  until 
the  state  had  made  provision  for  other  schools  of  a  similar  character.  The  name 
of  Samuel  Farrar  is  honourably  connected  with  this  project. 

u  Rev.  Charles  Brooks,  of  Hingham,  took  an  active  part  in  the  labours  which 
resulted  in  the  establishment  of  the  Board  of  Education  and  the  Normal  Schools. 
He  commenced  his  efforts  as  early  as  1835,  and  was  unwearied  in  his  exertions 
until  his  objects  were  accomplished.  The  Board  of  Education  was  established  in 
1837,  and  in  its  first  anuual  report  it  called  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the 
subject  of  Normal  Schools.  During  the  session  of  1838,  a  donation  of  $10,000 
was  offered  by  Edmund  Dwight,  to  be  appropriated  for  the  qualification  of 
teachers,  on  condition  that  the  State  would  provide  an  equal  sum.  The  proposi¬ 
tion  Avas  accepted,  and  Normal  Schools  were  established  at  Barre,  Lexington,  and 
Bridgwater,  the  two  first  in  1839,  and  the  latter  in  1840. 

The  Lexington  school  was  transferred  to  West  Newton  in  1844,  a  building  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  same  having  been  given  byHon.  Josiah  Quincy,  Jr.,  of  Boston. 
The  school  established  at  Barre  has  been  removed  to  Westfield.  The  sum  of  $5000, 
obtained  by  private  subscription,  was  offered  in  1845,,  on  condition  of  a  grant  by  the 
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State  of  an  equal  sum,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  more  commodious  houses  for  the 
accomodation  of  the  schools  at  Westfield  and  Bridgewater.  The  proposition  was 
accepted,  and  the  houses  built. 

The  sum  of  $7000  per  annum  is  now  allowed  from  the  treasury  for  the  support 
of  these  schools.  Pupils  of  both  sexes  are  taught  at  Westfield  and  Bridgewater, 
but  the  school  at  West  Newton  is  designed  for  females. 

Massachusetts  was  the  first  State  in  the  Union  to  adopt  the  plan  of  Normal 
Schools.  New  York  followed,  and  in  1844,  a  state  normal  school  was  established 
at  Albany,  and  $10,000  annually  appropriated  for  its  support.  A  spacious  and 
handsome  building  for  its  use  was  erected  in  1848,  at  an  expense  of  $25,000. 
Previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  Normal  School  for  the  education  of  teachers, 
New  York  had  appropriated  large  sums  to  her  academies  for  the  same  purpose, 
but  without  success. 

In  Pennsylvania  there  is  a  Normal  School  for  female  teachers,  established  in 
1848  in  Philadelphia,  and  supported  at  the  expense  of  that  city. 

By  an  act  approved  June,  1849,  provision  was  made  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Normal  School  in  Connecticut,  and  for  its  support.  The  public  spirit  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  New  Britain,  in  order  to  secure  the  location  of  the  institution  in  that 
town,  raised  about  $18,000  for  its  benefit,  on  a  guaranty  of  its  continuance  for  a 
period  of  only  four  years.  The  Principal  of  the  school  is  Hon.  Henry  Barnard, 
for  many  years  an  active  and  devoted  servant  of  the  cause  of  popular  education, 
and  recently  commissioner  of  common  schools  for  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 
The  subject  of  Normal  Schools  wras  early  agitated  in  Connecticut  by  Thomas  JI. 
Gallaudett,  formerly  Principal  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum.  His  efforts,  in 
conjunction  with  those  of  Mr.  Barnard,  have  at  length  been  crowned  with  suc¬ 
cess,  and  we  trust  that  the  institution  at  New  Britain  will  prove  worthy  of  the  long 
continued  efforts  that  have  been  made  for  its  establishment. 

“  The  youthful  State  of  Michigan  has  entered  the  field  in  competition  with  her 
elder  sisters.  In  1849,  an  act  was  passed  to  establish  a  State  Normal  School, 
and  public  lands  appropriated  as  a  fund  for  its  support.  In  this  school  provision 
is  made  for  instruction  in  the  mechanic  arts  and  agricultural  chemistry.  It  is  lo¬ 
cated  at  Ypsilanti,  whose  citizens  contributed  an  eligible  lot  of  land,  and  a  sub¬ 
scription  of  $13,500  dollars  towards  a  suitable  building,  besides  paying  the  salary 
of  the  instructor  of  the  model  school. 

“  We  have  enumerated  above  all  the  model  schools  now  in  operation  in  the 
United  States. 

“  In  the  British  provinces  on  this  continent — at  Toronto,  in  Upper  Canada,  and 
at  St.  Johns  in  New  Brunswick,  Normal  Schools  have  been  established  on  a  scale 
of  great  liberality.  That  at  Toronto  was  established  in  1846,  and  last  year  the 
Provincial  Legislature  appropriated  $60,000  for  procuring  a  site  and  erecting 
buildings.  A  beautiful  site,  containing  eight  acres,  has  been  procured  in  the 
heart  of  the  city,  which  will  afford  facilities  for  a  botanical  garden,  and  experi¬ 
ments  in  agriculture.  Great  progress  has  been  made  in  the  cause  of  education 
in  Upper  Canada  within  the  past  ten  years.” 


REMARKS  ON  OUR  EDUCATIONAL  POLICY. 

The  Board  present  to  the  General  Assembly  some  remarks  in 
vindication  and  explanation  of  our  present  educational  policy. 

I.  The  right  of  the  Church  to  engage  officially  in  the  work  of 
education  has  been  already  argued  in  the  Reports  of  the  Board,  and 
is  the  basis  of  all  its  operations.  The  subject  is  alluded  to  at  the 
present  time  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  some  misapprehensions. 
1.  It  has  been  inadvertently  inferred  that  the  claim  of  the  Church 
to  the  right  to  educate,  implies  an  exclusive  right  to  educate.  Such 
an  inference,  however,  is  not  only  believed  to  be  illogical,  but  it  is 
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expressly  disowned  by  the  advocates  of  ecclesiastical  supervision. 
A  divine  right  is  not  necessarily  an  exclusive  divine  right.  Parents 
have  a  divine  right  to  educate ;  but  this  does  not  interfere  with  the 
rights  of  the  Church  on  the  one  hand,  or  of  the  State  on  the  other. 
So  the  Church  has  the  right  to  take  care  of  the  poor,  but  not  to 
the  exclusion  of  State  arrangements  and  civil  or  private  charities. 
All  that  the  General  Assembly  has  ever  claimed  is  the  right  to 
educate,  as  one  of  the  parties  in  the  great  work — not  the  only  party 
and  the  exclusive  party, — but  simply  a  party  and  a  true  party. 

2.  Furthermore,  it  is  a  misapprehension  to  suppose  that  the 
maintenance  of  this  right  is  equivalent  to  a  determination  every 
where  to  exercise  it.  There  is  a  wide  distinction  between  privilege 
and  duty.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Church  undoubtedly  to  see  that 
all  her  youth  have  the  opportunity  of  being  trained  up  in  the  ways 
of  piety  and  truth.  But  if  adequate  provisions  already  exist  in  the 
community,  either  through  public  or  private  institutions,  the  Church 
may  wisely  avail  herself  of  such  arrangements  as  coming  up  to  the 
measure  of  her  obligations.  Under  such  circumstances,  there  is  no 
necessity  for  the  exercise  of  her  supreme,  reserved  prerogatives. 
This  is  the  condition  of  things  in  some  parts  of  our  country,  where 
the  Shorter  Catechism  may  be  freely  taught  in  the  public  schools. 
And  even  where  religion  cannot  be  introduced  into  the  public  schools, 
every  Church  session  may  exercise  its  own  Christian  discretion  as 
to  the  wisdom,  policy,  and  practicability  of  setting  up  a  school  of 
its  own.  Public  considerations  in  many  cases  may  prevail  over  all 
other  interests,  and  lawfully  exert  a  supremacy.  Although  the 
Assembly  has  maintained  a  right  to  educate,  it  has  never  enjoined 
the  churches  to  put  in  practice  their  unquestionable  privileges; 
nor  has  it  ever  thought  of  censuring  any  of  its  Judicatories  for  not 
establishing  schools  or  academies.  The  question  whether,  under  all 
the  circumstances,  it  is  best  for  a  session,  or  a  Presbytery,  or  a 
Synod,  to  establish  an  institution  of  learning,  is  left  to  their  own 
sound,  Christian  discretion.  The  right  of  education,  and  the  duty 
or  necessity  of  engaging  in  the  work,  are  very  different  questions. 

3.  Furthermore,  this  right  is  not  one  that  claims  to  compel 
parents  to  send  their  children  to  Church  institutions,  even  where 
such  institutions  are  established.  The  liberty  of  private  choice  is 
unimpaired.  Our  members  generally  would  probably  patronize  our 
own  institutions,  but  if  they  prefer  others  under  private  or  public 
management,  they  stand  or  fall  to  their  own  Master.  The  right  of 
the  Church  to  interpose  her  authority  over  parents,  who  send  their 
children  to  Papal  or  infidel,  or  openly  vicious,  institutions,  will 
probably  not  be  denied;  but  where  the  choice  is  simply  between 
one  suitable  institution  and  another,  even  though  one  be  the  better, 
the  parent  has  the  right  to  choose  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord. 

4.  Furthermore,  it  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  right  of  the 
Church  to  take  part  in  education  virtually  depreciates  all  other 
agencies.  This  inference  is  only  lawful  on  the  assumption  that  the 
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Church  is  either  the  only  agency,  or  in  all  cases  the  best  agency. 
The  o-reat  principle,  which  the  Assembly  has  always  held  forth,  is 
that  the  Church  need  not  interpose  unless  circumstances  require  it. 
There  is  no  ultraism  in  this  position.  All  institutions  that  are  on 
a  religious  basis  are  fulfilling  the  aim  of  the  Church  in  commencing 
her  present  policy;  and  instead  of  being  depreciated,  are  practically 
exalted.  The  question  as  to  the  comparative  security  of  funds  under 
ecclesiastical  or  political  management,  is  one  that  is  open  to  discus¬ 
sion.  But  the  mere  fact  of  preference  in  favour  of  ecclesiastical 
supervision  need  not  and  does  not,  prevent  co-operation  with  insti¬ 
tutions,  whose  financial  securities  may  be  different.  Their  securities 
may  be  good ,  although  not  the  best.  The  friends  of  Church  super¬ 
vision  might  complain  with  equal  propriety  that  the  friends  of  pri¬ 
vate  corporations  depreciate  all  other  agencies  in  all  possible  circum¬ 
stances.  The  truth  is,  however,  that,  whilst  each  class  may  ha\e 
its  own  preferences,  neither  need  depreciate  the  other,  but  both  may 
cordially  co-operate  on  different  plans  in  promoting  the  same  great 

With  these  limitations  and  explanations,  the  right  of  the  Cuuich 
in  education  is  conceived  to  be  conservative  in  theory,  and,  practi¬ 
cally,  greatly  conducive  to  the  public  good. 

II.  The  apprehension  that  Church  supervision  in  education  may 
bring  too  much  business  into  our  Judicatories,  is  one  that  depends 
very° much  on  the  form  such  supervision  may  assume.  A  certain 
decree  of  attention  to  the  religious  education  of  the  young  certainly 
harmonizes  well  with  the  general  purposes  of  ecclesiastical  meetings. 
To  what  extent  Church  supervision  should  be  carried  in  its  details 
mav  be  left  to  the  decision  of  experience.  Ao  rules  can  be  laid 
down  that  will  suit  all  Presbyteries  and  Synods. .  Some  ecclesiasti¬ 
cal  bodies  may  prefer  to  exercise  their  supervision  by  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Trustees,  who  shall  have  power  to  elect  the  teacheis  and 
manage  the  institution,  making  an  annual  or  semi-annual  Report 
to  the  Judicatory.  Others  may  prefer  to  elect  the  teacheis  and  to 
keep  the  entire  control  in  their  own  hands.  The  iormer  method 
has  the  advantage  of  greater  simplicity  and  efficiency,  and  vou  c 
obviate  to  a  considerable  extent  the  objections  referred  to.  -  is 
plan  might  include  the  right  to  approve,  or  disapprove  of  the  elec¬ 
tion  made  by  the  trustees  ;  and  in  either  case,  the  supervision  wou 
virtually  remain  with  the  Judicatory.  A  large  body  cannot  as  well 
attend  to  the  details  of  business  as  a  small  one  ;  and  if  hie  great 
object  of  religious  education  can  be  equally  answered  by  the  cinect 
and  the  indirect  method  of  ecclesiastical  supervision,  that  method 
will  be  likely  to  succeed  best  in  the  end,  which  leaves  the  general 
management  to  the  Trustees.  Ao  rule,  however,  need  be  laid  down, 
where  there  is  room  for  so  much  difference  of  opinion. 

to  the  State  schools  from  the 


III.  The  injury  likely  to  accrue 
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withdrawal  of  Presbyterian  influence  and  support  in  establishing 
schools  of  our  own,  is  a  plea  entitled  to  candid  consideration. 

1.  It  must  he  borne  in  mind  that  a  considerable  number  of  our 
youth  already  receive  their  education  in  private  and  select  schools, 
and  that  a  demand  for  such  schools  exists  in  almost  all  large  towns 
and  villages.  The  public  schools,  therefore,  do  not  meet  the  entire 
educational  wants  of  the  community. 

2.  If  the  condition  of  common  schools  in  any  part  of  the  country 
prevents  religious  parents  from  conscientiously  sending  their  chil¬ 
dren  to  them,  their  withdrawal  becomes  a  matter  of  simple  Christian 
duty.  Our  obligations  to  educate  our  own  children  religiously  are 
greater  than  our  obligations  to  support  a  promiscuous  system,  that 
is  deficient  in  a  radical  part.  The  advantages  to  be  gained  by 
taking  good  care  of  our  own  sons  and  daughters,  are  more  than 
those  to  be  derived  from  taking  an  inferior  care  of  a  greater  number 
— at  least  in  ordinary  circumstances. 

8.  Religious  schools  are  not  exclusive  schools,  which  segregate 
our  own  children  from  those  of  all  other  denominations.  Expe¬ 
rience  shows  that  other  denominations  patronize  our  Church  schools; 
and  that  children  of  different  religious  bodies  meet  together  in  them 
on  terms  of  social  equality  and  intercourse. 

4.  Wherever  our  own  schools  have  been  established,  State  schools 
have  been  improved  both  in  their  literary  and  religious  character. 
In  one  of  the  towns  of  a  neighbouring  State,  where  the  public  school 
had  long  been  under  irreligious  influences,  the  trustees  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  dismiss  an  infidel  teacher  on  account  of  the  public  opinion 
formed  by  the  establishment  of  a  Presbyterian  school.  In  another 
town,  after  a  parochial  school  had  gone  into  operation,  the  trustees 
of  the  public  schools  applied  to  the  minister  for  religious  teachers, 
from  the  necessity  of  conforming  to  the  new  and  higher  standard 
that  had  been  established.  The  fact  is  that  our  influence  in  intro¬ 
ducing  religion  into  the  public  schools  is  probably  greater  through 
the  practical  operation  of  our  own  institutions  than  in  any  other 
form.  It  is  a  sort  of  testimony,  which  cannot  be  resisted. 

5.  In  patronizing  schools  of  our  own,  we  do  not  necessarily 
withdraw  our  influence  from  the  public  schools.  As  electors,  and 
Christian  electors,  we  still  exercise  our  rights  in  choosing  trustees 
and  superintendents ;  and  in  all  the  practicable  methods  of  bene¬ 
fiting  the  condition  of  the  schools,  we  still  retain  a  rightful  partici¬ 
pation.  Nor  does  a  cordial  interest  in  our  own  institutions  prevent 
us  from  discharging  our  general  duties  to  those  of  the  State.  One 
of  our  ministers,  who  has  a  flourishing  parochial  school  in  his 
church,  was  recently  elected  unanimously  the  school  superintendent 
of  the  township,  and  in  the  double  capacity  of  Christian  pastor  and 
State  officer,  has  an  oversight  of  all  the  schools.  A  cordial  zeal  for 
one  class  of  institutions  is  entirely  compatible  with  an  enlightened 
support  of  those  of  another  class.  Our  duties  to  our  own  children 
do  not  necessarily  interfere  with  a  desire  to  benefit  the  children  of 
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others,  and  to  improve  their  opportunities  of  education..  Our 
deacons,  who  are  charged  with  an  oversight  of  the  poor  m  the 
Church  do  not  exclude  from  their  sympathies  the  poor  in  the  com¬ 
munity'  who  are  outside  of  their  Church.  The  true  principle  is  for 
all  the  friends  of  education  to  consider  as  auxiliaries  m  the  work 
all  institutions  of  every  sort  and  kind,  not  absolutely  pernicious. 
On  the  whole,  it  is  believed  that  the  State  system  gains  rather  than 
loses  by  our  present  efforts. 

IV.  The  Centralization  of  too  much  power  in  the  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation  has  been  suggested.  The  reply  is  that,  in  the  Presbyteiian 
system  the  power  is  with  the  Church  Judicatories,  and  not  vitli 
external  agencies.  When  the  great  controversy  was  waged  between 
the  Assembly’s  Board  of'Education,  and  the  American  Education 
Society,  in  the  days  of  Dr.  John  Breckinridge,  the  ground  of  the 
Presbyterian  objections  was  that,  in  a  V  oluntary  Society,  the  mdi- 
vidual  managers  and  agents  had  all  the  power,  and  thus  our  young 
men  mio-ht  he  brought  under  dangerous  influences.  \Y  hen  it  was 
retorted  that  the  same  objection  rested  against  the  Assembly  s 
Board  the  replv  was  that  all  the  power  was  in  the  Presbyteries— 
who  recommended  the  candidates,  and  had  the  entire  control  of 
them  in  all  stages  of  their  education.  In  like  manner  it  may  be 
stated  that  the  Judicatories  of  the  Church  have  the  entire  control 
over  the  institutions  they  establish.  The  Board  of  Education  merely 
acts  as  an  agent  in  supplying  the  feeble  institutions  with  help..  it 
has  no  share  whatever  in  their  internal  management,  nor  lias  it  an 
oversight  in  any  form,  except  to  see  that  those,  vho  apply  101  an, 
submit  to  the  conditions  established  by  the  Assembly. 

V.  Another  question  has  arisen  in  regard  to  the  interference  be¬ 
tween  the  two  departments  of  the  Board,  on  the  ground  that  objects 
so  diverse  cannot  be  wisely  blended  in  the  operations  of  one  admi¬ 
nistrative  agency.  This  ’is  a  question  which  the  Board  willingly 
and  cheerfully  leave  to  the  decision  of  the  General  Assembly.  .  A 
few  remarks  are  added  to  throw  light  on  the  connection,  theoietical 

and  practical  between  the  two  departments.  .  .  , 

There  is  obviously  a  very  close  relation  between  theological  and 
collegiate  education,  or  indeed  education  in  any  of  the  preparatory 
stages.  So  far  as  the  use  of  means  has  influence  m  increasing  t  e 
number  of  candidates,  the  character  of  schools,  academies,  and  colleges 
has  a  very  important  hearing  on  the  ministerial  department.  Ihe 
same  class  of  arguments,  consisting  of  appeals  to  parental  responsi¬ 
bilities,  a  regard  to  the  welfare  of  the  Church  and  to  the  increase 
of  the  ministry,  the  general  good  of  society,  &c.,  are  urged  m  t  ie 
presentation  of  either  subject.  Although  the  nature  of  the  two  sub¬ 
jects  does  not  necessarily  require  a  union,  they  are  still  so  closely 
related  to  each  other  that  they  need  not  be  necessarily  dissociated 
As  a  matter  of  practical  administration,  some  of  the  churches  would 
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not  take  up  collections  for  the  two  objects,  if  separated.  In  New 
England,  the  plan  extensively  prevails  of  taking  up  a  collection  one 
year  for  the  American  Education  Society,  and  another  year  for 
the  College  Society ;  and  a  plan  is  now  apparently  approaching 
to  a  consummation,  which  has  in  view  the  union  of  the  two  Societies. 
With  what  success  operations  in  our  own  Church  could  be  con¬ 
ducted  separately  is  an  experiment,  which  the  Board  have  no  ob¬ 
jections  to  see  tried,  if  it  be  deemed  desirable.  There  are  several 
methods  of  carrying  on  operations  in  the  department  of  schools 
and  Colleges.  1.  One  is  the  present  method  of  combining  it 
with  the  other  department.  The  advantages  of  this,  especially  in 
the  infancy  of  the  new  department,  are  unity,  simplicity,  and 
economy.  The  disadvantages  are  diversion  of  attention  from  the 
original  object  of  the  Board,  and  increased  labour  in  the  office. 
The  Corresponding  Secretary  has  thus  far  conducted  the  corre¬ 
spondence  in  both  departments ;  but  the  increase  of  labour  is  now 
fully  one  half  of  the  whole,  as  originally  appointed.  It  is,  there¬ 
fore,  evident  that  some  change  must  take  place,  either  in  the  way 
of  appointing  a  new  Secretary  to  do  co-ordinately  the  work  in  the 
Office,  or  in  some  other  way. 

2.  This  leads  to  a  second  method  of  conducting  the  operations, 
which  is  by  the  appointment  of  an  associate  Secretary  to  take  ex¬ 
clusive  charge  of  the  new  department.  The  advantages  in  favour 
of  this  plan  are  those  of  unity  in  the  general,  and  of  efficiency  in 
the  details.  The  operations  in  schools,  academies,  and  colleges,  are 
constantly  enlarging,  and  are  beginning  to  require  the  superintend¬ 
ence  and  undivided  labours  of  one  Secretary.  In  addition  to  this, 
there  is  every  probability  that,  with  God’s  blessing,  the  number  of 
candidates  will  increase  and  that  the  other  department  will  require 
more  cultivation  and  toil  than  before  ;  and  indeed  no  one  man  can 
fail  to  devote  his  whole  time  to  it  advantageously.  On  the  suppo¬ 
sition  of  two  Corresponding  Secretaries,  labouring  together  in  each 
department,  and  yet  co-operating  with  each  other  by  general  counsel 
and  work,  a  decided  advantage  would  be  likely  to  accrue  over  the 
present  mode  of  administration. 

3.  There  is  still  a  third  mode— -which  is  by  separating  the  two 
departments  from  each  other  entirely,  and  erecting  the  school  and 
college  department  into  a  new  Board.  This  is  the  plan  our  New 
England  brethren  have  been  operating  upon  until  lately,  but  which 
they  seem  about  to  abandon,  on  account  of  the  practical  difficulties 
of  administering  it.  It  is  possible,  however,  that  this  plan,  under 
an  efficient  officer  and  committee,  and  put  into  operation  in  harmony 
with  the  other  department  in  the  same  Church,  might  eventually 
prove  the  most  successful  of  any.  Experience  would  decide.  It  is 
worthy  of  consideration,  in  case  the  plan  of  a  separate  Education 
Board  should  ever  go  into  operation,  whether  the  cause  of  Sabbath 
schools  might  not  be  advantageously  incorporated  among  its  objects. 
This  cause  at  present  seems  scarcely  to  have  a  place  among  our 
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regular  operations,  except  the  supply  of  books  for  its  benefit,  which 
belongs  to  the  Board  of  Publication. 

The  Board  reiterate  the  expression  of  their  opinions,  made  in 
1847,  when  the  department  of  schools  and  colleges  was  first  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  Board. 

“The  Board  of  Education,  however,  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  under¬ 
stood  bv  the  Assembly,  that  the  suggestion  of  their  own  instrumen¬ 
tality  is  made  only  from  a  sense  of  obligation  to  the  Church.  The 
duties,  cares,  and  responsibilities  which  primary  schools  would  add 
to  their  existing  burdens  are  not  sought  nor  are  they  shunned.  If 
the  Assembly  shall,  on  the  whole,  judge  it  best  to  commit  these  in¬ 
terests  to  their  care,  the  Board  will,  with  the  divine  blessing,  labour 
faithfully  and  zealously  to  discharge  their  additional  obligations. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  any  other  course  shall  be  found  better  adapted 
to  secure  the  successful  commencement  of  the  great  work  in  view, 
the  Board  will  most  gratefully  acknowledge  the  Providence  which 
has  opened  a  “more  excellent  way.'5 

With  this  candid  expression  of  sentiment,  the  Board  refer  the 
whole  subject  to  the  judgment  of  the  General  Assembly. 

CONCLUSION. 

The  commencement  of  our  educational  plans  has  been  on  the  whole, 
highly  auspicious.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  great  good  has  al¬ 
ready  been  accomplished  by  our  institutions  directly  and  indirectly. 
So  far  as  our  plans  are  viewed  in  the  light  of  an  experiment,  they 
are  regarded  with  no  little  interest  by  other  denominations  of  Chris¬ 
tians.  The  influence  of  our  schools,  academies,  and  colleges  in  pro¬ 
ducing  a  more  general  conviction  of  the  importance  of  religion  as  an 
element  in  education,  is  very  considerable.  Public  opinion  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  receive  a  salutary  impression  in  proportion  to  the  future 
success  of  our  operations.  If  our  Church  were  to  falter  now  in  her 
efforts  to  promote  Christian  education  under  her  own  care,  infidelity 
would  rejoice,  and  the  men  of  the  world  exult  over  us.  The  pastor 
of  the  Church  in  which  the  General  Assembly  meets  this  year, 
uttered  the  following  language  at  an  educational  meeting  in  Charles¬ 
ton,  held  during  the  sessions  of  the  Assembly : 

The  relation  of  the  General  Assembly  and.  of  our  Board  Oi  Education  to  this 
subject  is  very  important.  The  Presbyterian  Church  asserts  the  necessity  of  re¬ 
ligion  in  a  system  of  education.  This  is  the  old  Christian  principle.  It  is  un¬ 
popular,  we  know.  The  world  does  not  like  God.  Impenitent  teachers  do  no». 
relish  religion,  or  care  to  teach  it 5  and  many  Christians,  alas:  think  their  childien 
need  not  learn  about  Christ  at  school.  Public  sentiment  may  be  against  us  at 
the  present  time  5  and  it  may  take  years  to  engraft  our  views  and  opinions  into 
the  public  mind.  But  our  testimony  is  priceless.  Our  witness,  before  men  and 
angels,  is  that  a  Christian  man  should  educate  his  child  in  a  Christian  way,  both 
in  the  family  and  in  the  school.  This  is  faithful  witness-bearing,  and  let  us  not 
recede  from  it.  What !  Is  the  child  to  live  for  ever,  and  shall  he  be  tiained  only 
for  time!  God  forbid  that  our  Church  should  ever  endorse  such  a  delusion  as 
that.  Let  us  hold  fast  to  our  noble,  our  Christian  position.  This  course  of  action 
is  not  only  good  for  our  own  Church,  but  our  example  will  tell  upon  the  public 
mind.  I  have  heard  shrewd  worldly  men  acknowledge  that  the  Assembly  was 
right.” 
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Other  denominations  are  exerting  their  strength  in  establishing 
educational  institutions.  The  Methodists,  Episcopalians,  Baptists, 
and  .Presbyterians  of  different  branches  are  doing  much  to  promote 
the  education  of  the  young  by  Conference  Academies  and  Colleges, 
Diocesan  High  schools  and  Seminaries,  and  Universities  on  a  large 
scale.  The  wants  of  our  own  Church,  like  those  of  every  other, 
are  in  the  direction  of  Christian  education.  The  world  is  advanc¬ 
ing  to  a  condition  of  critical  and  awful  interest.  All  the  appliances 
of  religious  training  are  needed  to  bring  up  the  Church  to  its  mighty 
work  of  executing,  under  God,  His  gracious  purposes  throughout 
the  earth.  Preaching  the  Gospel  and  training  the  young  are  the 
two  most  powerful  of  all  instrumentalities  that  contribute  to  the 
world’s  conversion.  The  Board  of  Education  feel  that  these  two 
departments,  committed  in  some  humble  measure  to  their  agency, 
should  be  infused  with  new  life  and  power ;  and  that  from  General 
Assembly,  through  Synods,  Presbyteries,  Sessions,  family  circles, 
and  Christian  hearts  privately  and  publicly,  a  new  impulse  should 
be  imparted  to  the  work  of  educating  young  men  for  the  ministry 
and  of  training  up  youth  in  “the  old  paths”  and  the  “good  way.” 

In  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Education, 

James  1ST.  Dickson, 

President. 

C.  Van  Rensselaer,  )  a  .  . 

Wm.  Chester,  /  Cetanes. 


APPENDIX. 


ACTION  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  ON  THE  REPORT 
OF  THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 


J.  Resolved ,  That  in  view  of  the  greatness  of  the  office  of  the  Christian  ministry, 
in  its  origin,  its  work,  and  its  necessity  in  the  divine  economy  of  salvation,  the 
diminution  of  candidates  in  our  own  and  in  other  evangelical  Churches  for  several 
vears  past  is  deeply  to  be  deplored,  especially  as  the  signs  of  the  times,  at  home 
and  abroad,  indicate  an  increased  necessity  for  a  greater  number  of  wise,  devoted, 
and  amply  qualified  ministers.  That  this  necessity  is  a  providential  enforcement 
upon  the  Church  of  the  injunction  of  her  Great  Head,  to  pray — to  pray  in  pri¬ 
vate,  and  in  the  sanctuary— to  pray  habitually  that  He  will  send  forth  labourers 

into  the  harvest. 

2.  Resolved ,  That  the  increase  of  new  candidates  during  the  year,  demands  our 
gratitude  to  God,  who  alone  is  able  to  turn  the  hearts  of  the  sons  of  the  Church 
from  secular  pursuits  to  the  self-denying  labour  of  preaching  Christ  and  him 


crucified. 

3.  Resolved,  That  this  Assembly,  in  view  of  the  hopeful  signs  of  increase  in  the 
number  of  candidates,  enjoin  upon  Presbyteries  the  exercise  of  great  vigilance, 
to  guard  against  the  introduction  of  the  unworthy  to  a  course  of  preparation  tor 
the* sacred  office  ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  cheering  hope  of  a  continued  in¬ 
crease  should  by  no  means  cause  a  diminution  of  effort  to  enlarge  the  ministerial 


resources  of  our  Church.  , 

4.  Resolved,  That  this  Assembly  approve  of  the  recommendation  of  the  Hoar  a 
to  increase  the  appropriations  to  candidates,  so  that  those  in  the  academica 
course  shall  receive  $80 ;  those  in  the  collegiate,  $100  ;  and  those  in  the  theologi¬ 
cal,  $120;  with  liberty,  in  special  cases,  of  increasing  the  appropriations,  on  the 

recommendation  of  the  Presbyteries.  _  .  ,  „ 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  Assembly  regard  Christian  training,  at  all  periods  ot 
youth,  and  in  all  practicable  methods,  especially  by  parents  at  home,  by  teachers 
in  institutions  of  learning,  and  by  pastors,  through  catechetical  and  Bible  classes, 
according  to  the  injunction,  “Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  should  go,  as 
binding  upon  the  Church,  and  as  having  a  vital  connection  with  the  increase  ot 
the  number  and  the  efficiency  of  the  ministry,  and  of  the  stability  and  piety  ot 

the  Church.  ,  ,  , 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  efforts  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  m  behalf  of  schools, 

academies,  and  colleges,  on  a  definite  religious  basis,  and  under  hei  own  care, 
have  met  with  a  success,  important  in  present  results  and  hopeful  for  the  future , 
and  that  these  operations  deserve  to  be  continued  and  enlarged,  with  an  entire 
friendliness  to  all  other  educational  efforts,  not  positively  injunous  m  t  en  en 
dency ;  and  especially  that  institutions  under  the  management  of  members  of  our 
own  Church,  either  privately  or  in  corporations  not  subject  to  ecclesiastical  super¬ 
vision,  in  which  religion  is  duly  inculcated,  ought  to  be  regarded  as  entitled  to 

confidence.  .  ,  „ 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly,  by  affirming  the  Church  to  be  one  ot 


60 


APPENDIX. 


the  parties  in  education,  and  by  acting  on  that  principle  in  accordance  with  the 
practice  of  all  the  Reformed  Churches,  has  never  denied  the  importance  of  State 
co-operation  in  this  great  work,  however  defective  it  may  be  in  some  parts  of  the 
country ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  rejoices  in  the  general  enlightenment  of  the  masses 
under  the  public  school  system,  and  hopes  that  all  Presbyterians,  besides  sup¬ 
porting  their  own  institutions,  will  continue  as  heretofore,  to  be  known  as  the 
sound  friends  of  general  education  throughout  the  country,  and  as  the  advocates 
of  the  introduction  of  the  Bible  into  the  common  schools. 

8.  Resolved,  That  the  mode  of  conducting  the  operations  of  the  Board  in  their 
enlarged  scale,  be  referred  to  the  Board  itself,  to  take  such  action  as  may  prevent 
either  department  from  interfering  with  the  other,  and  as  may  continue  to  keep 
prominently  before  the  churches  the  education  of  pious  and  indigent  young  men 
for  the  gospel  ministry. 

9.  Resolved,  That  the  last  Thursday  of  February  next,  be  recommended  as  a 
day  of  special  prayer  and  public  instruction  on  Christian  education,  and  especially 
with  reference  to  the  necessity  of  an  enlargement  of  the  ministerial  resources  of 
the  Church,  and  of  an  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  our  congregations. 

[For  an  account  of  a  very  interesting  debate  which  occurred  in  the  General 
Assembly  on  these  resolutions,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  11  Home  and  Foreign 
Record of  August,  1854. — Cor.  Secy.~\ 
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ABSTRACT  OF  PAYMENTS. 

Abstract  of  Payments  on  account  of  the  Board  of  Education  from  5th  May,  1853, 

to  5th  May,  1854. 


MINISTERIAL  EDUCATION. 


Expenditures  on  account  of  candidates,  viz.. 
In  their  Theological  Course,  - 
“  Collegiate  do. 

“  Academical  do. 


§11,627  60 
9,830  00 
4,191  06 


African  Fund,  -  -  -  ",  " 

Transferred  to  General  Education  Fund  by  consent  of  donor, 

Patterson  Estate  Compromise,  &c.,  - 


§25,648  66 
25  00 
1,000  00 
588  33 


GENERAL  EDUCATION. 

Expenditures  on  account  of  Schools, . 

H  “  Academies,  - 

a  “  Colleges,  - 

n  Miscellaneous  or  Teachers’  Fund, 


§3,667  50 
2,964  00 
5,919  02 

_ —  $12,550  52 

403  25 


OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

Corresponding  Secretary’s  Salary, 

Treasurer’s,  - 


§1,800  00 

1,000  00 

_ §2,800  00 


AGENCIES. 

General  Agent’s  Salary,  -  -  -  ^’800 

Balance  due  on  last  year,  -  iZ0 


Travelling  expenses  do.  - 
Rev.  James  Wood,  D.D.,  salary, 

<<  “  travelling  expenses, 

Rev.  Adam  Harris,  salary  for  five  months, 
a  “  travelling  expenses, 


§1,925  00 
431  58 
1,200  00 
260  00 
333  33 
45  00 


§4,194  95 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Rent  of  Rooms,  -  -  ■  "  “  “  . 

Printing  Annual  Report,  Circulars,  &c.  Proportion 
to  Ministerial  Fund,  §167  26 ;  to  General  Educa¬ 
tion  Fund,  93  26,  -  -  "  ‘  '  „  ' 

Part  printing  Home  and  Foreign  Record,  oi ; 

Postages,  §182  00,  -  -  -  “  ~  . 

Care  of  Rooms,  §22;  Stationary,  $39  50;  Sundries, 

§48  44,  ------ 


§250  00 

260  52 
346  61 

§109  94  §967  07 

§48,177  78 


Of  which  to  Ministerial  Education  Fund, 
“  “  General  Education  Fund, 


§35,130  75 
13,047  03 


§48,177  78 
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MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

FIRST  CLASS,  ELECTED  IN  1851. — TERM  OF  SERVICE  WILL  EXPIRE  IN  1855. 


MINISTERS. 

Philip  Lindsley,  D.D., 
David  Magie,  D.D., 
George  Potts,  D.D., 

A.  W.  Leland,  D.D., 

C.  W.  Shields, 

M.  B.  Hope,  D.D., 

Wm.  W.  Phillips,  D.D., 
Wm.  Chester,  D.D., 


LAYMEN. 

Daniel  McIntyre, 
Nathaniel  Ewing, 
Thomas  McKeen, 
Humphrey  H.  Levitt, 
Frederick  V.  Krug, 
Joseph  Patterson, 

Mm.  S.  Ridgley,  M.D., 
James  H.  Fitzgerald, 
James  Blake. 


SECOND  CLASS,  ELECTED  IN  1852.— TERM  OF  SERVICE  WILL  EXPIRE  IN  1856. 


MINISTERS. 


LAYMEN. 


John  McCluskey,  D.D., 

S.  K.  Talmage,  D.D., 

S.  Ramsey  Wilson, 

J.  McElroy,  D.D., 

Mm.  L.  Breckinridge,  D.D., 
S.  Milliamson,  D.D., 
Phineas  D.  Gurley,  D.D., 
Samuel  D.  Alexander. 


Alexander  Osbourn, 
Henry  Potter, 
Samuel  Hepburn, 
Thomas  Henderson, 
J.  D.  Reinboth, 
Mark  Hardin, 
Gilbert  T.  Snowden, 
Patrick  Murphy, 
Grigsby  E.  Thomas. 


THIRD  CLASS,  ELECTED  IN  1853. - TERM  OF  SERVICE  WILL  EXPIRE  IN  185  (. 


MINISTERS. 

John  Hall,  D.D., 

Nicholas  Murray,  D.D., 
A.  Macklin,  D.D., 
Milliam  S.  Plumer,  D.D., 
M.  B.  Mcllvaine, 

J.  McDowell,  D.D., 

J.  N.  Campbell,  D.D., 
Francis  D.  Ladd, 


LAYMEN. 

Archibald  Robertson, 
Singleton  A.  Mercer, 
Matthew  Newkirk, 
Joseph  B.  Mitchell, 
Milliam  Harris,  M.D., 
Milliam  Nisbet, 
George  Sharswood, 
Andrew  Harris. 


FOURTH  CLASS,  ELECTED  IN  1854. — TERM  OF  SERVICE  WILL  EXPIRE  IN  1858 


MINISTERS. 


LAYMEN. 


Francis  Herron,  D.D., 

Milliam  Neill,  D.D., 

Joseph  H.  Jones,  D.D., 

E.  P.  Rodgers,  D.D., 

Francis  McFarland,  D.D., 
Robert  Matts, 

Milliam  H.  Green, 

John  Miller. 

C.  Van  Rensselaer,  D.D.,  ex.  off. 


James  Lenox, 
Milliam  Maxwell, 
James  N.  Dickson, 
Stephen  Colwell, 
Jos.  P.  Engles, 
Eugenius  A.  Nisbet, 
James  Dunlap, 

John  J.  Bryant, 
Wilfred  Hall. 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 


James  N.  Dickson,  President. 

John  McDowell,  D.D.,  ~| 

James  Dunlap,  V  Vice-Presidents. 

Wm.  Harris,  M.D.,  J 

C.  Van  Rensselaer,  D.D.,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Wm.  Chester,  D.D.,  Associate  Secretary  and  General  Agent. 
F.  D.  Ladd,  Recording  Secretary. 

William  Main,  Treasurer. 

Joseph  B.  Mitchell, 

S.  A.  Mercer, 


Auditors. 


The  Board  meet  on  the  first  Thursday  of  every  month,  at  4  o’clock,  P.M. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


James  N.  Dickson,  Chairman , 
William  Neill,  D.D., 

C.  W.  Shields, 

Robert  Watts, 

F.  D.  Ladd, 

C.  Van  Rensselaer,  D.D.,  ex.  off., 
William  Chester,  D.D.,  ex.  off., 


James  Dunlap, 
William  Harris,  M.D., 
Alexander  Osbourn, 
Wilfred  Hall, 

George  Sharswood, 
Joseph  B.  Mitchell, 
William  Main,  ex.  off. 


The  Executive  Committee  meet  every  Thursday,  at  o’clock,  P.M. 


Letters  and  Communications  for  the  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  on  the  subject  of 
Ministerial  Education,  or  of  Schools,  Academies,  and  Colleges,  &c.,  may  be  ad¬ 
dressed  to  the  Rev.  C.  Van  Rensselaer,  D.D.,  Corresponding  Secretary,  No.  265 
Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia. 


Remittances  of  money  may  be  addressed  to  William  Main,  Esq.,  Treasurer, 
265  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia. 

Payments  may  also  be  made  to  Mr.  Wm.  Rankin,  Jr.,  Mission  House,  New  York; 
Messrs.  Leech,  Me  Alpine  §  Co.,  Pittsburg;  Mr.  A.  Davidson,  Louisville,  Kentucky. 


Addresses  or  Sermons  on  the  subject  of  Education,  Reports  of  State  superinten¬ 
dents,  of  committees  or  of  trustees  of  schools,  academies,  and  colleges,  Catalogues 
of  literary,  scientific,  or  theological  institutions,  or  any  documents  bearing  on  this 
general  subject,  will  be  thankfully  received  at  the  Presbyterian  Education  Rooms, 
No.  265  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia.  A  suitable  acknowledgement  will  be  made, 
as  far  as  possible,  of  all  such  favours. 
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RULES  AND  REGULATIONS  OF  THE  BOARD. 

Jtthistmiil  dEhtntinir. 

The  special  attention  of  Presbyteries,  Teachers,  and  Candidates,  is  called  to 
these  rules,  which  refer  to  the  department  of  Ministerial  Education,  inasmuch  as 
difficulties  and  delays,  both  in  the  reception  and  quarterly  payments  of  students, 
as  well  as  other  inconveniences,  sometimes  occur  through  inattention  to  them. 


I.  ON  THE  RECEPTION  OF  CANDIDATES. 

Art.  1.  Every  person  looking  forward  to  the  ministry,  is  required  to  present 
the  testimonials  of  a  Presbytery  before  he  can  be  assisted  by  the  Board. 

Art  2  If  any  young  man  wishes  to  avail  himself  of  the  aid  of  the  Board,  he 
should  make  known  his  desire  to  his  pastor,  or  some  member  of  the  Presbytery 
to  which  he  would  naturally  belong,  who,  if  he  approves  of  it,  shall  make  appli¬ 
cation  to  the  Presbytery  for  his  examination.  .  .  . 

Art  3.  The  examination  shall  be  on  his  personal  and  experimental  piety ,  on 
his  motives  for  seeking  the  holy  office  of  the  ministry,  on  his  attachment  to  the 
standards  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  relation  to  his  general  habits,  his  pru¬ 
dence,  his  studies,  his  talents,  his  gifts  for  public  speaking,  his  disposition  to  do 
all  in  his  power  to  maintain  himself,  and  his  willingness  to  observe  the  rules  or 

the  Board.  ^ 

Art  4  An  Education  Committee,  appointed  by  the  Presbytery,  may  examine 

and  recommend  applicants  during  the  interval  of  the  meetings  of  the  Presbytery ; 
and  the  appointment  of  such  a  Committee  has  been  found  by  many  Presbyteries 
highly  expedient,  not  only  to  meet  exigencies  that  may  arise,  but  especially  for 
the  purpose  of  corresponding  with,  and  watching  over  the  education  of  students. 

Art.  5.  If  the  examination  be  sustained,  a  detailed  report  shall  be  made  to  the 
Board  by  the  Stated  Clerk,  or  the  Chairman  of  the  Education  Committee  of  the 
Presbytery,  of  the  name  of  the  applicant,  his  age,  residence,  church-membership, 
place  of  education,  progress  in  his  studies,  need  of  aid,  piety,  promise,  and  w  a  - 
ever  else  may  seem  proper. 


FORM  OF  THE  REPORT  OF  A  PRESBYTERY. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Presbytery  of  held  at  .  .  ?n 

(jay  0f  18  ,  the  person  whose  name  is  given  in  the 

following  report,  having  been  examined  in  conformity  with  the  plan  submitted  by 
the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  is  hereby  recommended  to 

receive  aid  from  its  scholarships.  _ ClerIc. 


Name. 

Age. 

Residence. 

With  -what 
church 
connected. 

Stage  of 
education. 

Place  of 
study. 

Lowest 

amount 

required. 

To  whom  appropria¬ 
tions  to  be  sent,  and 
to  what  place. 

[When  the  Report  is  made  by  the  Education  Committee ,  the  above  form  may  be 

al  Aril  6°  No  person' shall  be  received  by  the  Board  unless  he  has  been  a  member 
in  regular  and  good  standing  in  some  Presbyterian  church  at  least  twelve  months ; 
and  in  addition  to  giving  good  evidence  of  his  capacity  for  the  acquisition  of 
knowledge,  he  must  have  spent  at  least  three  months  in  the  study  of  the  Latin 

language. 

o 


66 


APPENDIX. 


\ 


Art.  7.  Applicants  will  be  received  under  the  care  of  the  Board  at  any  of  its 
regular  monthly  meetings ;  and,  as  a  universal  principle,  the  Board  will  refuse 
to  receive  no  one  who  has  been  regularly  recommended  by  a  Presbytery,  in  con¬ 
formity  to  these  rules. 

Art.  8.  When  a  student,  who  has  been  pursuing,  under  the  care  of  the  Board, 
his  studies  preparatory  to  the  ministry,  shall  be  ready  to  enter  the  theological 
seminary,  he  must  submit  to  an  examination  by  his  Presbytery  on  all  the  points 
required  by  the  form  of  Government.  And  if  such  examination  be  sustained,  he 
shall  thenceforth,  and  not  till  then,  be  considered  officially  a  candidate  for  the 
ministry. 

Previously  to  entering  upon  theological  studies,  all  young  men  who  have  the 
ministry  in  view  shall  be  regarded  simply  as  students  on  probation,  under  the 
general  watch  and  patronage  of  the  Presbyteries. 

[The  Board  would  respectfully  say,  that  the  recommendation  of  a  young  man 
is  so  solemn  an  event  to  himself,  and  involves  so  deeply  the  character  of  the 
Church  and  the  success  of  the  cause  of  Education,  that  it  demands  the  most 
serious  and  deliberate  consideration  ;  and  if  the  application  be  of  doubtful  expe¬ 
diency,  it  should  be  postponed  till  a  full  and  satisfactory  trial  can  be  made.] 

II.  ON  SCHOLARSHIPS  AND  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  Board  act  upon  the  principle,  that  the  Church  is  bound  to  malce  provision 
for  the  education  of  such  of  her  sons  as  are  called  of  God  to  the  work  of  the 
ministry,  and  are  in  circumstances  to  require  her  aid ;  and  also,  that  those  who 
receive  her  aid  shall,  at  stated  intervals,  prove  themselves  entitled  to  it.  The 
Board  desire  to  rest  this  relation  between  the  Church  and  her  sons  on  the  ground 
of  mutual  obligation  and  responsibility. 

Art.  1.  The  appropriations  of  the  Board  are  made  under  the  form  of  scholar¬ 
ships ,  with  the  purpose  of  bearing  witness,  on  behalf  of  the  Church,  to  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  high  literary  attainments  in  all  who  have  the  ministry  in  view,  and  to  the 
necessity  of  possessing  these  attainments  as  a  condition  of  securing  and  retaining 
the  scholarships. 

The  scholarships  are  intended  to  express,  on  behalf  of  the  candidates,  the  equi¬ 
valent  returned  to  the  Church  in  the  form  of  adequate  literary  and  theological 
preparation  for  the  sacred  office. 

Art.  2.  No  student  shall  receive  the  avails  of  a  scholarship,  until  the  testi¬ 
monials  of  his  Presbytery  are  received  by  the  Board ;  and  new  testimonials  will 
always  be  required  at  the  commencement  of  the  theological  course. 

Art.  3.  Every  person  on  a  scholarship,  shall  forward,  or  cause  to  be  forwarded, 
quarterly,  a  report  from  his  teacher,  showing  his  standing  for  piety,  talents,  dili¬ 
gence,  scholarship,  prudence,  economy,  health,  and  general  influence,  and  no 
remittance  shall  be  made  to  any  until  such  report  is  received. 

Art.  4.  Appropriations  shall  be  made  quarterly,  on  the  first  Thursday  of 
February,  May,  August,  and  November.  When  any  one  is  recommended  by  a 
Presbytery  at  a  period  intervening  between  the  quarter-days,  his  first  appropria¬ 
tion  shall  be  a  proportional  part  of  the  quarterly  allowance. 

Art.  5.  The  maximum  of  scholarships  shall  not,  in  ordinary  circumstances, 
exceed  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  to  theological  students,  one  hundred  dol¬ 
lars  to  collegiate  students,  and  eighty  dollars  to  academical  students. 

Art.  6.  No  payment  shall  be  made  in  advance. 

Art.  7.  Tuition  and  boarding  shall  always  be  first  paid  out  of  the  appropria¬ 
tions,  and  the  Board  will,  in  no  case,  be  responsible  for  debts  of  students. 

Art.  8.  As  the  scholarships  of  the  Board  necessarily  fall  short  of  the  entire 
wants  of  the  students,  so  the  friends  of  each,  and  the  student  himself,  will  be 
expected  to  make  all  proper  exertions  in  assisting  to  defray  the  expenses  of  his 
education. 

III.  GENERAL  RULES  AND  DIRECTIONS. 

Art.  1.  Every  student  shall  be  considered  as  under  the  pastoral  care  of  the 
Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Board,  and  of  the  Associate  Secretary  and 
General  Agent. 

Art.  2.  Every  student  is  required  to  pursue  a  thorough  course  of  study,  pre¬ 
paratory  to  the  study  of  theology ;  and  when  prepared,  to  pursue  a  three  years’ 
course  of  theological  studies. 
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Art.  3.  If,  at  any  time,  there  he  discovered  in  any  student,  such  defect  in 
capacity,  diligence,  prudence,  and  especially  in  piety,  as  would  render  his  intro¬ 
duction  into  the  ministry  a  doubtful  measure,  it  shall  be  considered  the  sacred 
duty  of  the  Board  to  withdraw  their  appropriations.  Students  shall  also  cease  to 
receive  the  assistance  of  the  Board,  when  their  health  shall  become  so  bad  as  to 
unfit  them  for  study  and  for  the  work  of  the  ministry ;  when  they  are  manifestly 
improvident,  and  contract  debts  without  reasonable  prospects  of  payment ;  when 
they  marry ;  when  they  receive  the  assistance  of  any  other  Educational  Board  or 
Society  ;  when  they  fail  to  make  regular  returns,  or  cease,  by  a  change  of  circum¬ 
stances,  to  need  aid.  .  .  .  ..  ... 

Art.  4.  If  any  student  fail  to  enter  on  or  continue  m  the  work  ot  the  ministry , 

unless"  he  can  make  it  appear  that  he  is  providentially  prevented,  or  cease  to 
adhere  to  the  standards  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  or  change  his  place  of  study, 
contrary  to  the  directions  of  the  Executive  Committee,  or  continued  prosecute 
his  studies  at  an  institution  not  approved  by  them,  or  withdraw  his  connection 
from  the  Church,  of  which  this  Board  is  the  organ,  without  furnishing  a  reason 
which  shall  be  satisfactory  to  the  Executive  Committee,  he  shall  refund  with  inte¬ 
rest  all  the  money  he  may  have  received  of  this  Board. 

Art.  5.  When  any  student  shall  find  it  necessary  to  relinquish  study  for  a  time, 
to  teach  or  otherwise  increase  the  means  of  support,  he  shall  first  obtain  the  con¬ 
sent  of  the  Executive  Committee ;  and  if  he  shall  not  be  absent  from  study  more 
than  three  months,  his  appropriations  will  be  continued  ;  but  if  longer,  they  will 
be  discontinued,  or  continued  in  part,  according  to  circumstances. 

Art.  6.  The  periodicals  of  the  Board  shall  be  sent,  gratis,  to  all  students,  who 

desire  to  receive  them.  ,  ,  , 

Art.  7.  When  the  official  relation  between  the  student  and  the  Board  peases, 

or  is  about  to  cease,  he  is  expected  to  notify  the  Board  in  due  time,  stating  the 

Art.  8.  When  a  student  has  ceased,  for  a  period  longer  than  a,  year,  to  receive 
aid  from  the  Board,  he  shall  be  required  to  present  new  testimonials  from  his 
Presbytery,  or  his  Education  Committee,  before  his  name  can  be  restored  to  the 

Art.  9.  The  reception  of  an  appropriation  by  a  student  shall  be  conbideied  as 
expressing  a  promise  to  comply  with  all  the  rules  and  requisitions  of  the  Board. 

Art.  10°  As  all  intellectual  acquisitions  are  of  comparatively  little  value  with¬ 
out  the  cultivation  of  piety,  it  is  affectionately  recommended  to  every  candidate 
to  pay  special  attention  to  the  practical  duties  of  religion;  such  as  reading  the 
Scriptures ;  secret  prayer  and  meditation ;  attendance  on  religious  meetings  on 
the  Sabbath  and  during  the  week  ;  endeavours  to  promote  the  sah  ation  ot  otheis  , 
and  the  exhibition,  at  all  times,  of  a  pious  and  consistent  example. 


IV.  OX  AUXILIARIES, 

Art.  1.  Every  Presbytery  is  considered  an  auxiliary  to  the  Board,  so  far  as 
that  relation  is  implied  by  the  transmission  of  an  annual  report  of  their  Education 
operations  to  the  Board,  as  the  organ  of  the  General  Assembly.  [This  is  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  standing  order  of  the  Assembly,  of  long  continuance,  and  is  made  with 
the  view  of  embodying  in  the  Annual  Report  to  the  Assembly,  all  that  is  done  by 

the  Church  on  the  subject  of  education.]  ,  , 

Art.  2.  Those  Presbyteries  which  co-operate  directly  with  the  Boaid  by  the 
adoption  of  these  regulations  and  in  the  collection  of  funds  for  the  general  trea¬ 
sury  shall  be  entitled  to  claim  aid  for  all  the  candidates  regularly  received  under 
their  care,  however  much  the  appropriations  necessary  may  exceed  the  contributions 

of  said  Presbyteries. 
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Under  the  following  rules  and  regulations,  the  aid  extended  by  the  Board  to 
institutions  of  learning,  shall,  in  all  ordinary  cases,  be  applied  to  assist  in  making 
up  the  deficiency  in  the  salary  of  the  instructors. 

I.  PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 

On  the  Organization  or  the  School. — 1.  Every  school  applying  for  aid  to  the 
Board  of  Education,  must  be  under  the  care  of  the  Session  of  a  Presbyterian 
Church;  and  be  subject  to  the  general  supervision  of  the  Presbytery. 

2.  In  addition  to  the  usual  branches  of  elementary  education,  the  Bible  must 
be  used  as  a  text-book  for  daily  instruction  in  religion,  and  the  Shorter  Catechism 
must  be  taught  at  least  twice  a  week. 

3.  The  teacher  must  be  a  member  in  good  and  regular  standing  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church. 

4.  The  school  must  be  opened  with  prayer  and  reading  of  the  Bible ;  and  sing¬ 
ing,  as  far  as  practicable,  must  be  taught  in  the  schools,  and  united  with  the  other 
devotional  exercises. 

On  Application  for  Aid. — 1.  All  applications  must  be  approved  by  the  Pres¬ 
bytery,  or  its  Education  Committee. 

2.  Such  applications  must  state  to  the  Board  of  Education  what  amount  has 
been  raised,  or  is  expected  to  be  raised,  for  the  purposes  of  the  school ;  and  what 
amount  is  needed  from  the  Board.  Also  the  number  of  scholars  in  the  school. 

3.  The  application  must  be  renewed  through  the  Presbytery  annually,  if  aid  is 
needed. 

Appropriations. — 1.  The  maximum  of  appropriations  from  the  Board,  shall 
not,  in  ordinary  cases,  exceed  $75  per  annum,  and  it  is  expected  that  in  many 
cases  a  less  amount  will  be  sufficient. 

2.  An  annual  deduction  will  be  made  on  the  amount  of  the  appropriation  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  prosperity  of  the  school. 

3.  Appropriations  shall  be  paid  semi-annually  on  the  reception  of  a  report 
from  the  session  of  the  church,  giving  the  statistics  and  stating  the  financial  and 
general  condition  of  the  school. 


II.  ACADEMIES. 

The  above  rules  shall  apply,  mutatis  mutandis ,  to  academies  under  the  care  of 
Presbyteries.  The  amount  of  appropriations  to  academies  shall  be  determined 
by  the  Executive  Committee,  according  to  the  circumstance  of  each  case. 

III.  COLLEGES. 

1.  Every  College  applying  for  aid  to  the  Board  of  Education,  must  have  an 
ecclesiastical  connection  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  ;  and  the  Bible  and  the 
standards  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  must  be  used  as  books  for  instruction  in 
the  truths  and  duties  of  religion. 

2.  Appropriations  shall  be  paid  semi-annually  on  the  reception  of  a  report 
from  the  Trustees,  giving  the  statistics  and  stating  the  financial  and  general  con¬ 
dition  of  the  College.  The  amount  of  appropriations  shall  be  determined  by  the 
Executive  Committee,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  each  case. 

IV.  MISCELLANEOUS  AND  TEACHERS’  DEPARTMENT. 

When  the  aid  of  the  Board  is  desired  for  students  in  schools,  academies,  or  col¬ 
leges,  not  having  the  ministry  definitely  in  view,  it  shall  only  be  granted  on  high 
testimonials  from  two  ministers  and  an  elder  of  the  Presbytery,  1st,  of  previous 
religious  training;  2d,  of  moral  character;  3d,  of  intellectual  capacity;  4th,  of 
diligence  and  desire  of  knowledge.  The  rules  of  the  Board  relating  to  persons 
who  have  the  ministry  in  view,  shall  apply  to  these  cases,  so  far  as  the  difference 
of  circumstances  will  admit.  The  amount  of  aid  usually  granted  in  this  depart¬ 
ment,  is  $50  per  annum. 
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CIRCULAR,  PREPARED  FOR  THE  DAY  OF  SPECIAL 

PRAYER,  1854. 


A  day  of  special  prayer  has  been  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly,  in  refe¬ 
rence  to  the  increase  of  candidates  for  the  ministry.  The  following  is  the  resolution, 
recommending  the  observance  of  the  day  : 

“  Resolved ,  That  the  lamentable  dearth  of  candidates  in  the  Church,  while  the 
call  both  from  the  Home  and  Foreign  fields  is  becoming  more  frequent  and 
pressing,  is  the  subject  of  serious  alarm  ;  involving  great  responsibilities  on  all 
concerned,  and  demanding  in  the  most  urgent  manner  the  immediate  and  parti¬ 
cular  attention  of  ministers,  elders,  parents,  and  pious  young  men ;  and  the  As¬ 
sembly  express  the  opinion  that  constant  and  earnest  prayer  should  be  made  to 
the  ‘  Lord  of  the  harvest,’  both  in  public  and  private,  until  a  gracious  answer  is 
given  in  His  holy  providence;  and  that  the  last  Thursday  of  February  next,  be 
recommended  as  a  day  of  special  prayer  and  public  instruction  on  this  subject  in 
all  our  churches.” 


On  so  solemn  an  occasion,  and  on  so  important  a  subject,  a  few  thoughts  may 
be  acceptable  to  our  brethren.  May  God  give  them  efficacy  in  arousing  attention, 
and  in  awakening  a  sense  of  personal  accountability  ! 


I.  The  necessity  of  a  day  of  special  prayer  is  obvious  from  the  circumstances 


of  our  low  estate.  .  .  . 

The  statistics  of  our  candidates  for  the  ministry  summon  the  Church  to  the 
mercy-seat,  with  an  urgency  of  appeal,  which  no  intelligent  and  zealous  Christian 
will  resist.  The  number  of  theological  students  in  our  different  seminaries  101 
the  last  ten  years,  has  been  as  follows  : 


1844 

244 

1849 

1845 

257 

1850 

1846 

255 

1851 

1847 

258 

1852 

1848  '  . 

* 

246 

1853 

The  average  for  these  ten  years  is  251. 


250 

241 

254 

267 

240 


The  number  for  the  present  year  is  substantially  thus  : 
Princeton,  New  Jersey,  . 

Alleghany,  Pennsylvania,  .... 

Union,  Virginia, . 

Columbia,  South  Carolina,  .... 
New  Albany,  Indiana,  ..... 
Danville,  Kentucky,  • 


108 

53 

25 

38 

4 

23 


Total  for  1854, 


251 


It  will  be  seen  that,  although  the  number  is  a  little  better  than  last  year,  there 
is  no  decided  and  substantial  increase;  that  there  still  continues  to  be  a  - 
mentable  lack  of  service  on  the  part  of  our  pious  youth;  and.  that  the  number 
for  1854  is  but  up  to  the  average  of  the  last  ten  years.  During  this  period  ot 
stationary  statistics,  there  has  been  an  increase  of  at  least  six  millions  to  our 
home  population,  with  greatly  increased  difficulties  in  evangelizing  it ;  and  the >  en¬ 
velopments  in  the  foreign  field  have  been  unparalleled.  Awful  as  this  calamity 
is,  in  relation  to  the  unfulfilled  work  and  duty  of  the  present  generation 
Christians,  its  influence  will  pass  on  from  year  to  year  entailing  woe  and  evil  on 
a  still  wider  and  more  fearful  scale.  It  is  obvious  that  there  are  strong  reasons 
to  justify  the  Assembly  in  calling  upon  the  churches  to  pray  m  a  special  mannei 

to  the  Lord  of  the  harvest. 

II.  The  nature  of  special  prayer  partakes  of  the  qualities  of  true  prayer  in  the 
general.  The  very  observance  of  a  special  (lay  for  a  special  object  implies,  how¬ 
ever,  prayer  more  earnest  than  common.  A  great  aim  demands  the  whole  heart 
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— the  warm,  compassionate,  enlarged  struggles  of  a  soul  very  earnest  in  the 
presence  of  the  All-seeing.  Lukewarm  supplications  are  out  of  place  in  an  emer¬ 
gency.  Special  prayer  must  be  vehement  prayer.  It  should  be  also  more  pro¬ 
longed  than  ordinary  prayer.  Why  appoint  a  time  and  a  season,  unless  to  “  seek 
the  Lord  and  His  strength”  with  supplications,  frequent,  prolonged,  persevering? 
Although  length  of  prayer  is  of  itself  no  warrant  of  an  answer,  yet  when  joined 
with  fervour,  it  shows  an  intenseness  of  purpose  which  the  Lord  loves  to  re¬ 
cognize  in  his  saints.  Special  prayer  is,  of  course,  more  definite  than  ordinary 
prayer.  It  has  a  singleness  and  directness  of  desire  which  characterizes  all  its 
upward  glances  and  utterances.  One  burden  rests  heavily  upon  the  heart ;  and 
in  the  present  case,  how  great  the  burden !  The  Church  of  Christ  is  sulfering 
from  the  want  of  holy,  consecrated  youth,  to  fill  the  ranks  of  her  ambassadors. 
“  Help,  Lord,  for  the  godly  man  ceaseth  ;  the  faithful  fail  from  among  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  men.”  Here  is  burden  enough  to  seek  relief  from  God.  “  The  harvest 
truly  is  great,  but  the  labourers  are  few.”  The  one  chief,  prominent  petition  is, 
that  “the  Lord  of  the  harvest  would  send  forth  labourers  into  his  harvest.” 
Special  prayer  should  also  awaken  more  penitence  and  contrition  of  spirit.  The 
more  earnest,  persevering,  and  definite  petitions  are  at  the  throne  of  grace,  the 
more  will  they  ordinarily  excite  grief  in  the  humbled  soul — grief  for  past  insen¬ 
sibility,  inadequate  views  of  duty,  neglect  of  performances,  general  want  of 
fidelity,  and  special  deficiency  in  prayer  and  service  about  the  work  in  question. 
More  dependence  belongs  to  special  prayer.  Faith  is  the  essence  of  acceptable 
supplication.  When  a  great  public  want  summons  the  Church  to  the  throne  of 
the  heavenly  grace,  confidence  in  God  should  be  in  strong  exercise.  Unbelief  is 
a  great  sin,  and  never  a  greater  one  than  when  defiling  the  worship  of  the  soul 
in  the  act  of  special  prayer. 

III.  The  object  of  the  recommended  observance  is  to  secure  the  outpouring  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  upon  our  youth.  The  ivant  is  the  lack  of  candidates ;  the  remedy 
is  in  the  grace  of  God.  The  object  of  invoking  the  descent  of  the  Spirit  is  to 
secure  renewing  and  sanct^ing  grace  for  the  rising  generation ;  and  in  particu¬ 
lar,  that  many  may  be  called  into  the  ministry.  God  alone  can  do  the  work  to 
be  done.  There  may  be,  and  there  must  be,  planting  and  watering  ;  but  the  in¬ 
crease  must  come  from  a  greater  than  Paul  or  Apollos.  The  number  of  youth 
in  American  colleges  is,  in  round  numbers,  25,000;  in  academies,  250,000;  and 
in  schools,  4,000,000.  This  immense  aggregate  of  human  mind  in  a  formative 
state,  needs  the  power  of  God  to  baptize  it  into  eternal  life.  Without  this  holy 
omnipotence,  it  must  become  corrupt,  and  be  a  source  of  corruption  ;  itself  dying 
and  smiting  others  dead.  The  hope  of  our  youth  is  in  converting  grace.  But 
beyond  this,  the  Church  seeks  another  baptism  for  many  of  them,  even  that 
which  will  inaugurate  them  into  office  of  the  ministry  of  reconciliation.  This 
high  display  of  the  divine  prerogative  is  made  in  answer  to  prayer.  The  Lord 
of  the  harvest,  who  causes  immortal  mind  to  become  ripe  for  heavenly  gathering, 
will  send  forth  reapers,  when  his  saints  obey  the  appointments  of  his  word.  It 
is  in  vain  to  employ  incidental  instrumentalities — well  ordered  though  these  be — 
unless  the  Spirit  comes  down  upon  our  youth  and  claims  them  for  God,  the 
Church,  and  the  ministry.  The  great  object,  therefore,  in  the  approaching 
season  of  special  prayer,  is  to  invoke  the  presence  of  the  Spirit  in  our  institutions 
of  learning  and  at  our  firesides,  in  order  that  our  youth  may  be  renewed  in  the 
image  of  God,  and  many  of  them  designated  to  serve  him  in  the  sanctuary. 

IV.  The  hopefulness  of  special  prayer  is  an  encouragement  to  the  Church  to 
engage  in  the  duty.  Has  not  our  blessed  Lord  so  worded  the  precept,  as  to  imply 
that  the  right  kind  of  prayer  for  labourers  will  insure  his  sending  them  into  the 
harvest  field?  That  glorious  text  in  Matt.  ix.  88,  like  the  Urim  and  Thummim, 
is  the  very  oracle  of  God,  giving  a  response  of  light  to  every  consolation  of  faith, 
and  distinctly  intimating  both  duty  and  reward  to  every  adoring  believer.  The 
Bible  has  never  given  plainer  and  more  direct  instruction  on  any  subject  than  on 
this  very  one,  the  increase  of  the  ministry.  His  own  declaration  assures  us  that 
prayer  for  labourers  is  according  to  his  will ;  and  our  hope  of  an  answer  is  through 
“  the  confidence  that  we  have  in  him,  that  if  we  ask  anything  according  to  his  will, 
he  heareth  us.”  The  gifts  of  the  Spirit  are  communicated  with  a  munificence  of 
condescending  love,  unknown  to  the  exercises  of  all  human  experience;  for  “if 
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yra  bein*-  evil,  know  how  to  give  good  things  unto  your  children,  how  much  more 
{hall  your  Heavenly  Father  give  the  Holy  Spirit  to  them  that  ask  him.  Observe, 
the  Jft  is  the  glorious  one  of  the  Spirit ;  the  willingness  with  which  it  is  given,  is 
‘•much  more”  than  that  of  parental  love,  and  it  is  given  to  them  that  11  ask  him. 
Can  any  followers  of  Christ,  looking  at  the  Scriptures,  doubt?  “0  ye  ot  little 
f-iith  wherefore  do  ye  doubt?” 

But  the  providence  of  God  accords  with  the  word  of  his  grace.  Many  a  pious 
father  and  mother  have  had  their  petitions  answered  in  the  conversion  of  a  be¬ 
loved  son,  and  in  his  call  to  the  gospel  ministry.  Special  prayer  has  abounding 
memorials  of  God’s  rich  grace.  Hannah,  a  pattern  of  mothers,  has  had  m  Divine 
Providence,  many  mothers  to  follow  her  example  of  consecration,  and  God  has 
<riven  through  them,  many  Samuels  to  his  Church.  „ 

°  The  instances  of  answer  to  the  special  prayers,  offered  m  behalf  of  young  men 
in  Colleges.  &c.,  have  been  very  numerous,  and  very  marked  and  wonderiul.  Re¬ 
vivals  of  religion  have  followed  the  observances  of  this  particular  day  in  a  manner 
that  confounds  unbelief.  It  has  been  estimated  that  nearly  one-half  of  all  the 
ministers  in  some  of  the  New  England  States  have  been  converted  in  Collep  revi- 
yo|g  Outpourings  of  the  Spirit  have  frequently  commenced  in  the  midst  of  the 
nublic  religious  services.  The  reader  is  referred  to  an  article  in  the  fourth  volume 
of  “ Home" School,  and  the  Church just  issued,  and  to  preceding  volumes,  for  a 
few  details,  which  will  repay  perusal.  The  hopefulness  oi  praj  ei  for  the  mci  ea 
of  the  ministry  receives  its  sanction  from  the  word  and  the  ways  of  Gcu.  Scnp- 
ture  and  Providence  are  its  glorious  witnesses. 

V  The  duties  connected  with  special  seasons  of  prayer,  deserve  a  pious  re¬ 
membrance.  We  shall  mention  three.  One  is,  the  duty  of  continuing  lo  pioy 
“fteV  the  particular  season  of  special  prayer  is  over.  If  the  object  sought  is 
sufficient  to  justifv  the  observance  of  a  particular  day  for  the  common  and  unite 
supplications  of  the  churches  throughout  the  length  and  bread th 
surely  it  ought  to  have  a  place  in  the  daily  heart-prayers  of  individual  Christian^ 
There  are  trmes  of  emergency  on  this  and  all  subjects  :  but  the  da  v  o  P1 * ./  ® 
Lord  of  the  harvest  hri  claims  upon  the  regular  and 
of  the  closet.  At  anv  rate  it  will  not  be  questioned  teat  eve*y  r.h 
land  should  continue  "to  pray  for  the  specific  object  before  us,  at  least  unni 
mesent  emergency  has  ceased,  and  “  until  these  calamities  be  overpast.  It  i, 
to  be  feared  that  too  many  content  themseEes  with  ieebie,  or  it  may  oe  s  10no’ 
petitions  to  God  on  the  particular  day  designated,  and  then  abandon  or  intermit 

the  remembrance  of  our  Church’s  wants,  and  of  our  Saviour  SJ^" ?mDUed  duties 
will  it  be  can  it  be,  denied  that  to  continue  m  prayer  is  one  ox  the  implied  auties 
growing  out  of  thi  very  observance  of  the  specially  appointed  season?  Let  us 

“  cr0reer  duty  delo Iv'fu'pon  the  Church,  in  view  of  the  present  emergency  is 
the  duty  of  labouring  for  the  cause ,  which  is  the  subject  of  oui  anxieaes  an  1  -  ay 
T^tlon  “  Give"  us  this  day  our  daily  bread,”  implies o  use  a  l 
the  means  in  our  power  to  procure  subsistence  To  pray  for: an  incie^e 
ministers,  and  to  do  nothing  that  tends  to  promote  it  is  a“ ./at  may  be 
tian  practice  which  religion  cannot  sanction.  *  mong  .  on  the 

done,  are  such  as  the  following  -Instruction  of  the  people  from 

gre?t  topics  relating  to 

of  ministers,  with  a  view  to  the  selection  oi  proimsm  j  nopfnlne^s  in 

the  consecration  and  training  of  children  for  teg  ,  T  7  the  care  of  the 
the  Church:  the  collection  of  funds  for  indigent  candidates  under  the  cai e  ot  tne 

Board  of  Education  ;  public  provision  for  the  education  of  oui . 

institutions,  where  their  minds  may  become  lm  iuei  .  „w„ken  the  ccn- 


from  “the  assembling  of  ourselves  togetner  m  special  W" 'ofs  of 

harvest.  The  zealous  labours  which  accompany  pi  ay  ei,  a  e  1 

the  sincerity  of  Christian  devotion.  c-nirit  “Continue 

Watching  for  results  is  another  of  the  duties  of  a  proye  ful  spurt.  continue 
in  prayer, ^and  watch  in  the  same,”  is  an  injunction  of  j divine  w.sdom^^ taw 
lessness  about  results  shows  an  indifference  o  e  o  L-«,tw!itipp  ”  There  is 


pray 


“Praying  and  watching  thereunto  with  all  perseverance 
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deep  meaning  in  patient  waiting,  in  the  workings  of  faith  looking  for  results,  in 
the  anxieties  of  a  soul  that  seeks  an  answer  in  the  outpourings  of  grace,  and  in 
the  developments  of  Providence. 

Brethren  in  the  ministry  and  in  the  eldership ;  fathers  and  mothers  at  the  heads 
of  households  ;  pious  youth  ready  to  enter  upon  the  active  scenes  of  life;  this  sub¬ 
ject  has  solemn  responsibilities  to  us  all.  How  great  an  interest  did  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  take  in  it!  He  was  himself  a  minister.  He  called,  and 
taught,  and  prayed  for,  and  sent  out  ministers.  Among  his  last  messages  of 
comfort  and  love,  were  the  sweet  words  to  his  apostles,  recorded  in  the  sixteenth 
and  seventeenth  chapters  of  John.  His  last  command  before  leaving  the  world, 
contemplated  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  “to  every  creature;”  and,  as  if  still 
more  to  magnify  the  ministerial  office,  he  enumerates  pastors  and  teachers  among 
the  ascension  gifts  bestowed  upon  the  Church  from  the  throne  of  his  glory. 

May  the  Spirit  of  all  grace  enable  the  Church  to  bear  upon  its  heart  the  ’per¬ 
petuation  of  the  ministry  of  reconciliation ,  and  to  labour  to  train  it  as  to  character, 
in  all  piety,  wisdom,  energy,  and  self-denial,  and  as  to  numbers,  to  send  forth  a 
band,  in  God’s  name,  sufficient  to  conquer  the  world  unto  righteousness ! 

The  day  of  special  prayer — may  its  results  be  held  in  everlasting  remem¬ 
brance  !  “  Pray  ye  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  that  He  will  send  forth  labourers  into 

His  harvest !” 


A  PASTORAL  LETTER  TO  CANDIDATES  FOR  THE 

GOSPEL  MINISTRY. 

Issued  by  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Presbyterian  Education  Rooms,  Philadelphia, 
February,  1354. 

Dear  Brother: — Allow  us,  in  the  discharge  of  official  duty,  and  with  the  free¬ 
dom  and  affection  of  Christian  intercourse,  to  direct  your  meditations  for  a  short 
time,  to  a  subject  which  might  claim  a  discourse,  rather  than  a  letter — Christ, 
THE  MODEL  AND  HELP  OF  THE  CANDIDATE  FOR  THE  MINISTRY. 

Halyburton,  on  his  dying  bed,  exclaimed,  “Oh  !  that  the  ministry  of  Scotland 
may  be  left  from  destroying  the  kirk  of  Scotland !”  The  best  security  of  the 
Church  in  every  age,  is  to  have  her  candidates  and  ministers  imbued  with  the 
spirit,  grace,  and  power  of  Christ. 

1.  Christ  is  the  model  and  help  of  the  candidate,  in  the  primary  work  of  per¬ 
sonal  religion.  “  He  was  holy,  harmless,  undefiled,  and  separate  from  sinners.” 
Perfect  holiness,  like  a  divine  effulgence,  shone  through  his  human  nature.  Made 
under  the  law,  he  obeyed  its  requirements,  and  fulfilled  all  righteousness.  His 
unspotted  life  is  the  practical  standard  of  moral  excellence,  and  a  perpetual  plea 
for  holiness  in  all  his  disciples  and  ministers.  Official  rank  in  the  Church,  or  the 
prospect  of  soon  possessing  it,  confers  no  exemption  from  self-examination  or 
holy  concern ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  urges  to  it.  A  man  who  preaches  salvation 
to  others,  may  be,  alas !  himself  a  castaway.  Pardon  and  acceptance  are  found 
only  in  the  Mediator  between  God  and  man.  “  Being  justified  freely  by  his  grace, 
through  the  redemption  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus.”  Christ  is  necessary  to  the  can¬ 
didate,  in  securing,  in  retaining,  and  in  confirming  the  evidence  of  a  gracious  state. 
For  it  is  “  through  Him  that  we  have  access  into  his  grace  wherein  we  stand,  and 
rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God.” 

Piety  begun,  will,  if  genuine,  increase  in  vigour ;  but  only  in  virtue  of  a  union 
to  Christ.  Sanctification  is  the  work  of  the  Spirit,  but  of  the  Spirit  working 
within  those  who  receive  their  title  in  the  Redeemer  of  God’s  elect.  “  Ye  are 
sanctified,  ye  are  justified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  our 
God.”  All  true  religion,  since  the  fall,  has  been  nurtured  by  faith.  It  is  one  of 
the  worst  evils  of  “philosophy  falsely  so  called”  to  remove  Christ  from  the  daily 
workings  of  religious  experience,  and  to  tempt  the  soul  to  rely  upon  itself,  instead 
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of  divine  power.  Christ  is  the  believer’s  righteousness  and  sanctification.  Each 
and  all,  candidates  and  ministers,  should  strive  to  make  him  their  model  and 
their  hope  in  the  religious  life,  exclaiming  with  Paul,  “Christ  liveth  in  me;  and 
the  life  which  I  now  live  in  the  flesh,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who 
loved  me,  and  gave  himself  for  me.”  Then  would  salvation  be  written  on  the 
walls  of  the  sanctuary,  and  praise  upon  its  gates. 

II.  Christ  is  the  model  and  help  of  the  candidate  in  his  call  to  the  ministry. 
Our  blessed  Lord  was  commissioned  from  heaven,  in  the  counsels  of  eternity,  to 
carry  on  the  covenant  work  of  redemption.  He  came,  in  accordance  with  the 
divine  decree,  “  Lo,  I  come ;  in  the  volume  of  the  book  it  is  written  of  me,  to  do 
thy  will,  0  God.”  At  his  public  inauguration  into  office,  by  the  baptism  of  John, 
a  voice  from  heaven  declared,  “  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well 
pleased.”  The  divinity  of  his  call  was  the  glorious  sanction  of  his  work.  And 
all  who  follow  him  in  proclaiming  the  gospel,  must  possess,  as  their  authority,  a 
divine  commission.  Piety,  although  an  indispensable  qualification  for  the  sacred 
office,  is  not  the  only  passport  to  an  entrance  upon  its  functions.  Accompanying 
all  gifts  and  graces,  there  must  be  the  inward  conviction  that  the  individual  is 
divinely  designated  to  this  particular  calling.  It  not  unfrequently  happens  that 
the  question  of  personal  duty  is  of  no  easy  solution.  Even  after  it  has  been  once 
settled  with  apparent  satisfaction,  difficulties  and  temptations  occur  to  reopen  its 
discussion  with  painful  perplexity.  To  whom  can  the  candidate  look,  in  his  doubts 
and  fears,  but  to  his  Saviour?  “  The  Lord  of  the  harvest”  alone  has  the  right  to 
“  send  forth  labourers  into  his  harvest;”  and  his  sovereign  authority  over  this 
high  subject  he  will  not,  any  more  than  his  omnipotence,  delegate  to  a  mortal. 
He  invites  his  disciples  always  to  him  in  their  difficulties.  Prayer  must  be  offered  ; 
rational  self-examination  be  instituted  ;  and  the  indications  of  Providence  and 
grace  reviewed  with  care.  In  such  an  exigency,  there  is  no  friend  like  Christ. 
“When  he  ascended  up  on  bigh,  he  led  captivity  captive,  and  gave  gifts  to  men;” 
and  he  gave  apostles,  prophets,  evangelists,  pastors,  and  teachers.  He  exercises 
exclusive  control  in  commissioning  ambassadors,  as  aipong  the  prerogatives  of 
the  King  of  Zion.  It  is  of  infinite  moment  to  the  student  to  have  an  assurance 
of  being  in  the  path  of  duty.  “A  divine  call  to  the  ministry  is  everything  to  the 
candidate.  Let  him,  therefore,  not  move  a  step  without  it;  else  he  may  damage 
his  reputation,  involve  himself  in  extreme  difficulty,  and  embitter  the  whole  of 
life,  and  above  all,  sow  his  dying  pillow  with  thorns  !  Let  your  appointment  to 
the  Christian  ministry  be  divine ,  not  human,  and  originate,  not  from  earth,  but 
from  heaven.  Then  ‘  God  will  bless  you  and  make  you  a  blessing you  will  walk 
in  the  light  by  which  the  blessed  Redeemer  himself  surrounds  you,  and  be  the 
highly-favoured  instrument  of  conveying  divine  light  to  others.” 

III.  Christ  is  the  model  and  help  of  the  candidate  in  his  preparations  for  the 
sacred  office.  Our  Saviour  took  time — with  reverence  be  it  spoken — in  quali¬ 
fying  himself  for  his  great  work.  He  grew  in  wisdom  and  in  favour,  with  God 
and  man.  His  human  nature  was  developed  by  meditation,  self-discipline,  prayer, 
and  mature  preparation.  Instead  of  hastening  into  the  public  functions  of  his 
office,  he  abode  his  time  ;  and  can  it  be  doubted  that  that  time  was  spent  in  dili¬ 
gent  mental  and  moral  advancement,  preliminary  to  the  great  work  of  redemption? 
0,  that  all  students  would  learn  to  know  the  grace,  as  well  as  the  wisdom  of 
waiting ,  and  that  the}7  would  look  to  Christ  as  the  model  of  mature  attainment 
and  thorough  preparation  ! 

Christ  is  the  “Prophet”  of  his  people.  It  is  his  office-work  to  teach,  to  lead 
the  mind  into  truth,  to  communicate  right  moral  discernment  and  to  fortify 
against  error.  Doddridge  used  to  affirm  that  he  never  studied  to  such  advantage, 
as  when  refreshed  by  communion  with  Christ.  Is  not  this  the  experience  of  every 
pious  student  in  our  colleges  and  seminaries?  There  is  no  aid  in  the  acquisition 
of  true  knowledge  like  that  afforded  by  the  Spirit  of  God.  The  right  temper  of 
mind  in  conducting  investigations,  especially  theological,  is  derived  from  inter¬ 
course  with  Him,  who  was  “the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life.”  The  great  end 
of  learning  is  most  effectually  retained  in  the  soul  by  thoughts  of  the  Redeemer. 
Clearness  of  intellectual  vision  is  secured,  in  reference  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Bible.  “  Did  not  our  hearts  burn  within  us  while  he  talked  with  us  by  the  way, 
and  while  he  opened  to  us  the  Scriptures?”  Diligence  in  pursuing  our  studies, 
and  in  “redeeming  the  time,”  is  inculcated  by  the  precepts  of  the  religion  of 
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Christ.  In  short,  if  there  be  any  occupation  which  needs  the  sympathy  and  aid 
of  the  Master,  it  is  that  of  the  student  preparing  for  the  work  of  the  ministry. 

Literary  pursuits  are  snares  to  piety,  and  the  heart  must  keep  a  watch  over 
them.  The  errors  and  heresies  in  the  Church  have  been  the  offspring  of  unsanc¬ 
tified  learning.  And  no  period,  since  the  reformation,  requires  more  vigilance 
than  the  present,  in  order  to  prevent  the  contamination  of  students  by  the  teach¬ 
ings  of  crafty  philosophers  and  open  errorists.  To  look  to  Christ  as  your  model, 
and  to  rely  upon  him  for  conforming  to  it,  will  be  your  best  security,  dear 
brother,  for  the  sanctification  of  your  attainments,  and  the  consecration  of  your 
intellect  to  the  glory  of  Him,  who  hath  called  you. 

IV.  Christ  is  necessary  to  the  candidate  in  regulating  his  intercourse  with 
others.  The  character  of  Christ  illustrates  every  grace.  Meek,  patient,  con¬ 
descending,  sociable,  kind,  instructive,  loving,  the  complete  circle  of  virtues 
irradiated  his  presence,  and  the  majesty  of  his  mission  flashed  forth  from  the 
centre-glory  for  them  all. 

Many  eyes  are  directed  towards  the  young  student  on  account  of  the  promi¬ 
nence  of  his  profession,  and  the  censoriousness  natural  to  corrupt  human  nature. 
How  important  for  him  to  study  Christ  as  a  perfect  model  of  social  intercourse. 
To  say  nothing  of  intercourse  with  the  world,  the  example  of  a  candidate  for  the 
ministry  among  his  fellow-students  and  companions  needs  the  careful  regulation 
of  Christian  principle.  A  College,  or  a  Theological  Seminary,  affords  severe  tests 
of  character.  Temptations  exist  everywhere.  Young  men,  in  the  glow  of  inge¬ 
nuous  years,  are  often  liable  to  injury — all  unconsciously — from  the  influences  of 
unguarded  social  intercourse.  Without  entering  into  particulars,  we  will  only  say, 
that  the  best  protection  from  all  such  dangers  is  to  live  near  to  Christ.  He  is 
our  great  exemplar.  In  following  Him,  we  shall  not  only  avoid  injuring  others 
and  being  injured  ourselves,  but  our  whole  intercourse  may  be  precious  and 
edifying  in  its  influence. 

V.  Christ  is  the  help  of  the  candidate  in  trials  and  sorrows.  Whilst  prepa¬ 
ration  for  the  ministry  opens  many  sources  of  true  delight,  it  does  not  reverse  the 
decree  of  Providence,  that  man’s  inheritance  is  “full  of  trouble.”  Inward  grief 
and  outward  trials  are  the  allotment  of  our  earthly  condition.  Most  candidates 
have  to  endure  hardships,  even  in  securing  the  means  of  subsistence  during  their 
preparation  for  the  ministerial  office.  But  how  less  severe  than  those  of  Christ 
himself,  in  his  mission  of  love!  “  The  foxes  have  holes,  and  the  birds  of  the  air 
have  nests  ;  but  the  Son  of  Man  hath  not  where  to  lay  his  head;” — distinctly 
intimating  that  his  mode  of  life  was  precarious,  and  far  from  possessing  the  com¬ 
forts  or  the  certainties  of  a  regular  maintenance.  “The  women,”  who  followed 
him,  “ministered  unto  him  of  their  substance.”  Our  Lord  had  all  kinds  of  sor¬ 
row,  the  sorrows  of  sin  excepted,  in  greater  abundance  than  any  of  his  disciples 
and  servants.  The  scofFs  and  jeers  of  Pharisee  and  Sadducee;  the  rejection  of 
his  claims  as  Messiah;  the  comparative  unprofitableness  of  his  ministry;  the 
stupidity  and  ingratitude  of  the  people  in  view  of  his  miracles  and  teachings; 
the  agony  and  bloody  sweat — the  trials — the  buffetings — the  crucifixion  !  “He 
was  a  man  of  sorrows,  and  acquainted  with  grief.”  And  every  sorrow  was  sanc¬ 
tified  to  the  perfect  discharge  of  the  office  of  Mdtliator.  “  Though  he  were  a  son, 
yet  learned  he  obedience  by  the  things  which  he  suffered.”  Great  moral  pur¬ 
poses  are  likewise  secured  by  the  sufferings  of  every  candidate  and  of  every 
minister.  Glory  be  to  the  name  of  Christ,  he  loves  to  sympathize  with  his  faith¬ 
ful  servants!  “In  all  their  afflictions,  he  is  afflicted.”  He  invites  them  to  rest 
their  burden  upon  his  own  Almighty  arm.  He  is  the  sure  support  and  stay  of  all 
that  put  their  trust  in  him.  Says  Melanchthon,  “  Trouble  drives  me  to  Christ, 
and  Christ  drives  away  trouble.”  The  Apostle  Peter  says,  “Casting  all  your 
care  upon  him,  for  he  careth  for  you.”  Lord,  be  thou  our  model  in  suffering, 
and  thou  our  help  in  enduring ! 

YI.  Christ  is  necessary  to  the  candidate  in  inspiring  him  with  compassion 
for  the  souls  of  men.  One  of  the  pre-eminent  traits  in  a  Christian  ministry  is 
an  interest  in  the  eternal  welfare  of  others.  The  world  knows  nothing  of  this 
spirit.  Philosophy  cannot  teach  it,  and  hypocrisy  can  but  feebly  imitate  it.  It 
is  the  “unction  from  the  Holy  One,”  the  baptism  from  on  high,  that  alone  can 
call  forth  the  gracious  exercise  of  spiritual  sensibility.  Our  Lord  “  came  to  seek 
and  to  save  that  which  was  lost.”  Salvation  was  the  great  purpose  of  his  life  and 
death.  He  preached  salvation  to  all  classes,  especially  to  the  poor.  He  was  ever 


ntent  on  the  objects  of  his  mission  of  mercy.  He  taught  and  he  wrought  for  the 
welfare  of  souls — of  immortal  souls.  So  must  the  Christian  minister  ever  do. 
le  must  be  “  as  one  that  serveth.”  The  master-passion  of  the  heart,  m  all  olh- 
ial  work,  must  be  the  good  of  others.  He  must  be  ready  to  exclaim  with  1  aul, 

‘  God  hath  committed  unto  us  the  ministry  of  reconciliation.  Now,  then,  we 
re  ambassadors  for  Christ,  as  though  God  did  beseech  you  by  us  :  we  pray  you. 
n  Christ’s  stead,  be  ye  reconciled  to  God.”  This  spirit  of  compassion  for  sinners 
eadv  to  perish,  is  the  product  of  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  it  must  be 
nurtured  and  invigorated  by  faith.  Communion  with,  and  dependence  upon,  the 
Saviour,  is  the  great  method  of  imbibing  his  love,  and  of  doing  his  work.  A 
hurch  must  wither  away  and  perish,  that  encourages  any  to  enter  her  pulpits 
vith  hearts  unconcerned  for  the  destiny  of  immortal  souls.  Where  else  but  m 
he  life  of  Christ,  and  at  the  foot  of  his  cross,  can  spiritual  zeal  repair  its  wastes, 
md  be  continually  reinvigorated  for  holy  service  ? 

VII.  Christ  is  the  model  and  the  help  of  the  candidate  in  living  to  glorify 
Jod  The  ruin  which  sin  has  made  in  the  world  is  visible  in  the  exaltation  of  the 
reature  above  the  Creator.  Grace,  in  re-establishing  God's  dominion  in  the 
=oul  still  has  to  contend  with  lingering  corruption,  which  tempts  and  taints  all 
mr  desires,  and  aims,  and  motives.  In  contrast  with  this  degradation  Christ 
exhibits  human  nature  aspiring  with  ceaseless  love  after  the  glory  of  the  King  ot 
leaven.  “  Not  my  will,  but  thine  be  done,”  was  the  witness  of  the  Saviour  s  lne. 
Every  word  spoken,  every  miracle  performed,  every  prayer  offered,  every  trial 
md  a^ony  endured.  bore 'relation  to  the  glory  of  his  heavenly  Father.  “I  have 
fforified  thee  on  earth  ;  I  have  finished  the  work  thou  gavest  me  to  do  .  '  How 
mportant  for  a  candidate  and  a  minister  to  learn  of  Christ  “the  chief  end  of 
nan,”  and  to  strive  to  glorify  God,  whether  in  life  or  m  death  !  _  And  as  Christ  is 
-he  model  of  this  holy  attainment,  so  is  he  our  help  in  making  it  our  own.  May 
-he  Saviour’s  grace  mortify  the  self-seeking,  and  the  low,  sinful  ambition  ot  the 
human  heart,  and  imbue  all  candidates  and  ministers  with  an  earnest  longing  to 
oromote  the  glory  of  God  in  all  that  they  do  or  suffer . 

‘  In  concluding  this  pastoral  letter  to  our  young  brethren  m  the  Lord  we  pray 
that  each,  in  particular,  may  duly  consider  its  contents;  and  exalt  Christ  as  a 
model  and  a  help  in  preparing  for  the  office  of  the  gospel  ministry. 

We  are  affectionately, 

Yours  in  Christ, 

C.  Van  Rensselaer, 
William  Chester. 

In  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
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J. 

Jacobus,  Rev.  M.  W.,  D.D.,  Alleghany 
City,  Pa. 

Jafiray,  R.,  New  York  City. 

James,  Rev.  William,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
James,  Mrs.  Mercy,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Johnson,  John  1'.,  New  York. 

Johnson,  J.,  New  York  City. 

Johnson,  Moses,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Johnson,  Rev.  M.  E.,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Jones,  Rev.  Isaac,  Hebron,  Va. 

Jones,  Samuel,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

K. 

Kennedy,  George,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
Kennedy,  Rev.  Duncan,  D.D.,  Albany, 
N.  Y. 

Kerr,  Rev.  A.  H.,  Ontario,  Ind. 

Kerr,  Rev.  James,  Poland,  Ohio. 

King,  Rev.  J.  B.,  Valley  Creek,  Ala. 
Knapp,  Shepard,  New  York  City. 

L. 

Lacy,  Rev.  Drury,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

Laird,  Samuel,  Lexington,  Ky. 

Laurie.  Dr.  J.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Lee,  Mrs.  Elizabeth,  Sunbury,  Geo. 


Leech,  Malcolm,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Leech,  Mrs.  Mary,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Lester,  Rev.  W.  H.,  West  Alexander, 
Wash.  Co.,  Pa. 

Lewis,  Mrs.  M.  P.,  Washington,  Pa. 
Leyburn,  Mrs.  John,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Linn,  Rev.  James,  Bellefonte,  Pa. 
Lowrie,  B. 

M. 

Magill,  Rev.  J.  T.,  Wellsville,  Va. 
Marshall,  Rev.  George,  Bethel,  Pa. 
Martin,  Rev.  Dr.  S.,  Chanceiord,  Pa. 
Matthews,  Rev.  J.  D.,  Paducah,  Ky, 
Matthews,  Rev.  W.  C.,  Winchester,  Ky. 
Mead,  E.,  New  York  City. 

Metcalfe,  Rev.  A.  D.,  Bloomfield,  Ky. 
Mitchell,  Dr.  A.  W.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Mitchell,  Joseph  B.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Moore,  Rev.  Joshua.  Lewistown,  Pa. 
Moore,  Rev.  W.  D.,  Tinker  Run,  Pa. 
Morris,  George,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Moss,  Amos,  Rahway,  N.  J. 

Murray,  Mrs.  Eliz’h  J..  Elizabethtown, 

N.  J. 

Murray,  Mrs. - ,  Allegheny,  Pa. 

MeClung,  Rev.  S.  M.,  Plum  Creek,  Pa. 
McConaughy,  Rev.  D.,  D.  D. ,  Washington, 
Pa. 

Mcllwaine,  A.  G.,  Petersburg,  Va. 
Mclntire,  Rev.  Dugald,  Waveland,  Ind. 
McKennan,  Rev.  J.  W.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
i  M’Kaig,  Rev.  C.  V.,  Candor,  Wash.  Co., 
Pa. 

McLain,  Rev.  W.  W.,  Spring  Hill  Fur¬ 
nace,  Pa. 

McMurray,  Rev.  Joseph,  Mt.  Freedom, 
N.  J. 

McNair,  Rev.  E.,  Fayetteville,  N.  C. 


N. 

Nall,  Rev.  Robert,  Mobile,  Ala. 

Negus,  James  E.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Newkirk,  A.  B.,  Chicago,  Ill. 

Newkirk,  Matthew,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Newton,  Rev.  Eph.  H.,  Cambridge,  N.  Y. 


O. 

Owen,  Rev.  Roger,  Columbia,  Pa. 

P. 

Paisley,  Rev.  W.,  Pocket,  N.  C. 

Park,  Rev.  Samuel,  Slate  Ridge,  Pa. 
Patterson,  Robert,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Patterson,  Wm.  C.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Patterson,  Rev.  Robert.  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
Paxton,  Mrs.  Jane  L.,  Marsh  Creek,  Pa. 
Phelps.  Rev.  Philo  F.,  Lansinburgh, 
N.  Y. 

Phillips,  Rev.  B.  T.,  Rondout,  N.  Y. 
Phyfe,  John,  New  York. 

Pinney,  Rev.  J.  B.,  New  York  City. 
Poland,  Rev.  W.  H.,  Laurel  Hill,  N.  C. 
Post,  William,  New  York. 
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Q. 

Quarterman,  Rev.  R.,  Riceboro,  Geo. 
Quillin,  Rev.  E.,  Wellsburg,  Va. 

R. 

Richardson,  Rev.  R.  H.,  Chicago,  Ill. 
Ralston,  Mrs.  George,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Rankin,  H. 

Rice,  Rev.  N.  L.,  Bardstown,  Ky. 
Rodgers,  Rev.  R.  K.,  Boundbrook,  N.  J. 
Root,  Mrs.  Lucy  Jane. 

Russell,  J.Y.,  Esq.,  Mobile,  Ala. 
Russell,  Rev.  Moses,  Clifton,  Ohio. 

S. 

Sampson,  Captain  Paul,  Newburyport, 
Mass. 

Sheddan,  Rev.  S.  S.,  Rahway,  N.  J. 
Skidmore,  Jeremiah,  New  York. 
Skidmore,  Joseph  R.,  New  York. 
Skidmore,  Miss  Lucy,  A.  H.,  New  York. 
Stanton,  Rev.  B.  F.,  Prince  Edward,  Va. 
Stratton,  Rev.  D.,  N'ewbern,  N.  C. 

Scott,  Rev.  I.,Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio. 

Scott,  Rev.  J.  W.,  Steubenville,  Ohio. 
Smith,  Rev.  Joseph,  Allegheny,  Pa. 
Smith,  Miss  Susan  B.,  Abingdon,  Pa. 
Stannard,  Daniel,  Ebenezer,  Pa. 
Stevenson,  Rev.  P.  E.,  Wyoming  Pa. 
Steinicke,  Dr.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Stewart,  Rev.  D.  T.,  Bardstown,  Ky. 
Stille,  John,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Stokes,  Calvin,  Lunenburg,  C.  H.,  Va. 
Stokes,  Colen,  “  “ 

Stoneroad,  Rev.  Joel, Florence,  Pa. 
Stoneroad,  Mrs.  Rebecca  V.,  Florence, 
Pa. 

Stuart,  A.,  New  York  City. 

Stuart,  R.  L.,  New  York  City. 

Stuart,  Rev.  D.  T.,  Shelbyville,  Ky. 
Symington,  Alexander,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


T. 

Terbell,  Jubal,  New  York  City. 

Terry,  Nathaniel  M.,  N.  J. 

Thompson,  Rev.  James - ,  Ind. 

Thompson,  Rev.  John  C.,  Louisburn- 
N.  C. 

Tilford,  Alexander - ,  Ohio. 

Treadwell,  Geo.  C.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Tudehope,  Rev.  Archibald,  Philadelphia. 
Pa. 

Tucker,  Rev.  Mark,  D  D.,  Troy,  N.  V. 
Turner,  Dr.  John  J.,  Waterford,  Ohio. 

V. 

Vail,  George,  Troy,  N.  Y. 

Vanartsdalen,  Rev.  R.  G.,  Titusville, 
N.  J. 

Vance,  William,  Cross  Creek,  Pa. 
Vanzandt,  Rev.  A.  B.,  Petersburgh,  Va. 
Vermile,  Rev.  A.  G.,  Little  Falls,  N.Y. 

W. 

Walker,  Alexander,  Cross  Creek,  Pa. 
Walker,  William,  New  York. 

Wallace,  William,  New  York. 

Wallace,  Rev.  John,  Pequa,  Pa. 

Weed,  Rev.  H.  R.,  D.D.,  Wheeling,  Va. 
Wells,  Rev.  R.  R. 

Westfall,  Leroy  R.,  Sag  Harbor,  L.I. 
White,  Rev.  R.  M.,  Three  Springs,  Va. 
Whitlock,  Miss  Sarah  L.  H.,  New  York 
City. 

Whitney,  Stephen,  New  York  City. 
Williams,  Rev.  B.  PI.,  Pine  Ridge,  Ga. 
Williams,  Rev.  W.  H. 

Williamson,  Rev.  Moses,  Cold  Spring. 
N.  J. 

Wilson,  Rev.  J.  C.,  Tinkling  Spring,  Va. 
Winn,  Rev.  John,  Savannah,  Geo. 
Wylie,  Rev.  William,  Newark,  Ohio. 


The  foregoing  list  of  Honorary  Members,  although  defective,  is  as  complete  as 
the  records  in  the  office  can  now  make  it. 

Any  person  who  may  discover  errors  or  omissions,  will  confer  a  favour  by 
making  them  known  at  the  Office  of  the  Board,  No.  265  Chestnut  Street,  Phila¬ 
delphia. 
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CHARTER  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

To  all  to  whom  these.  Presents  shall  come : 

Know  ye,  That  whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
he  United  States  of  America  have  a  Board  of  Education ,  composed  of  Ministers 
md  Laymen,  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  the  design  of  which  is  to 
ifford  aid  to  poor  and  pious  young  men  of  good  talents,  to  procure  a  liberal  edu¬ 
ction,  as  preparatory  for  the  Gospel  ministry  in  the  Presbyterian  Church;  and 
yhereas,  the  aforesaid  Board  of  Education  labours  under  serious  disadvantages,  as 
o  receiving  donations  and  bequests,  and  as  to  the  management  of  funds  intrusted 
o  them  for  the  purpose  designated  in  their  Constitution,  and  in  accordance  with 
he  benevolent  intentions  of  those  from  whom  such  bequests  and  donations  are 
■eceived. 

Therefore,  Matthew  L.  Bevan,  Stephen  Colwell,  Joseph  B.  Mitchell,  Joel  Jones, 
Alexander  W.  Mitchell,  John  McDowell,  Francis  McFarland,  Henry  A.  Boardman, 
uid  Thomas  L.  Janeway,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  Commonwealth 
)f  Pennsylvania,  and  their  successors,  are  hereby  constituted  and  declared  to  be 
i  body  politic  and  corporate,  which  shall  henceforth  be  known  by  the  name  of 
The  Trustees  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States 
bf  America  and,  as  such,  shall  have  perpetual  succession,  and  be  able  to  sue  and 
oe  sued  in  all  courts  of  record  and  elsewhere ;  and  to  purchase  and  receive,  take 
md  hold,  to  them  and  their  successors  for  ever,  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments, 
noney,  goods,  and  chattels,  and  all  kinds  of  estate  which  may  be  demised,  be¬ 
queathed,  or  given  to  them,  and  the  same  to  sell,  alien,  demise,  and  convey ;  also 
:o  make  a  common  seal,  and  the  same  to  alter  and  renew  at  their  pleasure ;  and 
also  to  make  such  rules,  by-laws,  and  ordinances,  as  may  be  needful  for  the 
government  of  the  said  Corporation,  and  not  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  States  and  of  this  State  :  Provided  always,  that  the  clear 
yearly  value  of  the  real  and  personal  estate  held  by  the  said  Corporation  shall 
aot,  at  any  time,  exceed  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars. 

The  Trustees  above  named  shall  hold  their  offices  for  one  year  from  the  date 
of  this  incorporation,  and  until  their  successors  are  duly  qualified  to  take  their 
places,  who  shall  be  chosen  by  the  aforesaid  Board  of  Education,  at  such  times, 
and  in  such  way  and  manner,  as  shall  be  provided  by  the  said  General  Assembly 
of  the  Presbyteafian  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America :  Provided,  that  not 
more  than  one-thii’d  of  the  Trustees  shall  be  removed  in  any  one  year. 

The  Trustees  hereby  incorporated,  and  their  successors,  shall,  subject  to  the 
direction  of  the  said  Board  of  Education,  have  full  power  to  manage  the  funds 
and  property  committed  to  their  care,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  deemed  most 
advantageous,  not  being  contrary  to  law. 

Pennsylvania,  ss.  Secretary  s  Office. 

Enrolled  in  Charter  Book  No.  6,  pages  442,  443.  and  444,  containing  a  record  of  acts  incorporating 
sundry  religious,  literary,  and  other  charitable  institutions. 

Witness  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  said  office  at  Harrisburg,  this  18th  day  of  February, 

A.D.  1841. 

(Signed)  FRANCIS  R.  SHDNK, 

Secretary  of  Commonwealth. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CHARTER. 

2.  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
the  United  States  of  Ameifica  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered 
to  take,  receive,  and  hold  to  them  and  their  successors  for  ever,  lands,  tenements, 
hereditaments,  moneys,  goods,  and  chattels,  and  all  kinds  of  estate  which  may  be 
devised,  bequeathed,  or  given  to  them,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  Schools,  Acade¬ 
mies,  and  Colleges,  or  the  cause  of  Education  generally  :  Provided,  that  the  clear 
yearly  value  of  the  real  and  personal  estate  held  by  the  said  Coi’poration  shall 
not,  at  any  time,  exceed  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars. 

Approved,  the  tenth  day  of  April,  A.D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-two,  as  the  same 
remains  on  file  in  this  office. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  Secretary  s 
office,  to  he  affixed  at  Harrisburg,  the  second  day  of  August,  A.D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

fifty-two. 

E.  S.  GOODRICH, 

Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

[seal.] 
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\_This  Report  should  not  be  seen  by  the  Candidate .] 


